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Ira & Larry Goldberg Coins & Collectibles Inc.
Founded in 1998. Ira and Larry Goldberg have more than 100 years of experience between 
them, having started working as very young men at Superior Stamp and Coin Company 
in Los Angeles, California, a prominent company founded by their grandfather in 1931.

Ira and Larry Goldberg refer to their company as a boutique auction house, because of the 
personal, specialized service they offer to their consignors.  Their auction house provides 
live and on-line auctions of United States coins and currency, world and ancient coins, nu-
mismatics, and manuscripts and collectibles to collectors, dealers, and investors. 

Ira and Larry have assembled and auctioned some of the most important collections ever 
sold, including the 2008 Millennia Collection, which realized $23,000,000, a one- day, sin-
gle-owner sale of World and Ancient coins; and the 2014 Missouri Cabinet Collection of 
U.S. Half-Cent coins, which realized $18,000,000. In November of 2005, the Goldbergs pri-
vately sold the world-renowned King of Siam Set for a record-breaking $8.5 million. 

Ira is an expert on United States coinage, from colonial through modern issues, and an 
authority on ancient Greek, Roman, and Judean coinage and antiquities, as well as world 
gold coins, crowns, and minors. Larry is an expert on all phases of United States coinage, as 
well as U.S. paper money and world gold and silver coins. Both Ira and Larry are valuations 
contributors to the Red Book and the Blue Book. Both belong to the Professional Numisma-
tist Guild, of which Ira served as president and director, and both belong to the American 
Numismatic Association, which awarded them a Lifetime Achievement Award in 2011.

Dmitry Markov Coins & Medals, New York

Dmitry Markov’s interest in coin collecting goes back to 1972. In 1985 he graduated from 
the History Department of the Kiev State University (Ukraine) and received his M.A. for 
the thesis - “Monetary Circulation in Ancient Russia (8th to 13th cent. A.D.)”. His broad 
interests in numismatics include Russia, Ancient Coinage especially those of the Northern 
Black Sea area, as well as Islamic Central Asia and Caucasus. He has published a number of 
research articles in these fields.  

After coming to the U.S. in 1990, Dmitry Markov founded “Dmitry Markov Coins & Med-
als,” a well-known leading firm dealing with Russian Coins and Medals. Dmitry Markov’s 
continuing research on Russian, Ancient and Islamic coinage makes an invaluable addition 
to his very extensive auction catalogs. He has issued over 50 illustrated reference catalogues, 
as well as many other fixed price lists. Dmitry Markov Coins & Medals have been an elected 
member of the International Association of Professional Numismatists (IAPN) since 2000. 
Also a Life Member of the American Numismatic Association (ANA), American Numis-
matic Society (ANS), a Life Member of the Orders & Medals Society of America (OMSA), 
as well as many other trade and collectors associations.

 

M&M Numismatics Ltd, Washington DC & Switzerland  

Münzen und Medaillen AG (M&M) was established in Basel, Switzerland in 1941. The 
founders were the brothers Dr. Erich Cahn and Dr. Herbert Cahn, professional numisma-
tists, together with several eminent Swiss collectors.  M&M became well-known in the post 
WWII period for its monthly fixed price lists, a series which continued for over 60 years. 
The firm has also conducted over 100 auctions, including great collections such as the Rosen 
(Ancient electrum), Bally (Roman), Kohlmoos (crown-sized coins) Sutter (Italy and Sicily) 
and many others. In partnership with Leu Numismatik, M&M also auctioned the Kunst-
frend and Niggeler collections.  

In the 1990s, Dr. Hans Voegtli assumed responsibility for Ancient coins and Dr. Bernhard 
Schulte for Medieval and modern coins. In 1996, M&M Numismatics opened in Washing-
ton, DC with Lucien Birkler as managing director. In 1997, M&M Deutschland opened 
in Weil am Rein, Germany, with Joachim Stollhoff as managing director. The Basel office 
closed in 2004, but both the American and German firms remain active. Today both com-
panies continue the long tradition of serving collectors and look forward to serving your 
numismatics needs now and in the future. 

Sovereign Rarities Ltd. 
Sovereign Rarities was founded by Ian Goldbart, a collector of coins for over forty years 
and former Managing Director of established numismatists A.H. Baldwin & Sons Ltd.  Sov-
ereign, a member of the British Numismatic Trade Association, prides itself on providing 
collectors with a personal and traditional service of the highest professional standard. With 
a small but dedicated team of specialists, comprising members of the British Numismatic 
Society, the Royal Numismatic Society, the American Numismatic Society, American Nu-
mismatic Association and the Oriental Numismatic Society, we combine over 100 years of 
experience and can assist collectors with all areas of numismatics, encompassing classical 
coins from the ancient Greek, Roman and Byzantine periods, British hammered and milled 
coins, World coins, Indian and Islamic coins, Commemorative medals, and Numismatic 
Books. Over the years, our specialists have been involved with building and cataloguing 
many major collections, including the Bentley Collection of gold Sovereigns. We have a 
great deal of experience in both researching and cataloguing and have been responsible for 
a number of world record prices. Based in Mayfair, London, we welcome all enquiries. We 
attend numerous major numismatic conventions and exhibitions in the U.K., Europe, the 
USA and around the world. We are always keen to buy either single numismatic items or 
whole collections and are able to offer direct purchase, auction, or private treaty. 

THE NEW YORK SALE® GROUP
Coming together for one of the largest annual numismatic events (The New York International Numismatic Convention) the group holds three auctions on Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursday of the week-long conference in January and has held over 48 auctions since its conception. By combining a vast array of experience and knowledge 
the group strives to offer the best service to their clients and customers. Whether you are buying at the auction or a potential vendor for the sale, any member of the group 
can offer advice. Catalogues are produced to the highest possible standard and may be kept as a useful reference for serious buyers and coin collectors.  

Over the years the group has aimed to achieve the best possible prices for their vendors and undertakes a marketing strategy which is proven by the excellent results achieved 
year upon year. In 2004 the sale of an 1825 Russian silver Rouble for US$603,750 broke the world record price achieved for any non-US coin sold by public auction and 
since then lots have regularly attained prices well above estimates. In 2008 results from the Italian section of the sale made a staggering US$1,118,400, four times the pre-
sale estimate.  The famous Prospero collection of Ancient Greek coins was professionally presented by the group in 2012 and resulted in numerous world records, finally 
realizing in excess of US$26,000,000 for the 642 lots after 8 hours of auctioneering.  The printed auction catalogue will remain a major reference work for many years to 
come and is a ‘must have’ for any collector of the series.
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1.  APPLICATION AND CONTRACTUAL RELATIONSHIP

1.1.  By making a bid, a Bidder acknowledges his acceptance of these Conditions and will be 
bound by them.

1.2.  Ira & Larry Goldberg Coins & Collectibles Inc. (“Auctioneer”), Dmitry Markov Coins & Med-
als, M&M Numismatics Ltd., and Sovereign Rarities Ltd. act as Auction Agent for the Seller for the 
sale of a Lot to the Buyer unless any of these entities is in fact the owner of the Lot.  As such, 
Auction Agent is not responsible for any default by the Seller or the Buyer.

1.3.  The contract for the sale of a Lot is between the Seller and the Buyer and is subject to 
these Conditions and the Seller’s Conditions.

2.  PRE-SALE AND DESCRIPTIONS

2.1.  Statements made by us in a Catalog, during the course of the Auction or elsewhere, 
describing a Lot, including its authorship, origin, age, size, condition, genuineness, authenticity, 
value or the state of preservation and strike are intended as a guide for interested Bidders.  When 
a grade from an independent grading service is mentioned, the information is provided strictly for 
the convenience.  These are statements of opinion only and should not be relied on as statements 
of fact.  Illustrations of the Lots are for general identification only.

2.2.  Lots by their nature are usually aged and varied in condition.  The absence of any descrip-
tion of a defect, damage, modification or restoration in any Catalog does not imply that there are 
none. 

2.3.  Coins are graded to accepted international standards to the best ability of our specialists.  
You acknowledge that the grading of coins is subjective and may vary from specialist to specialist, 
as the process is by nature an art and not a science.  For this reason, we do not automatically 
accept and are not bound by the opinions of third party coin grading services for any purposes 
including before and after the sale of a Lot. 

2.4.  If you are interested in a Lot, we strongly recommend that you view it in person before the 
Auction and form your own opinion of the description of the Lot. 

2.5.  We reserve the right to change any aspect of the published description of a Lot prior to the 
Auction.  Any change may be published on our website, displayed at the Auction, announced by 
the auctioneer prior to the sale and/or communicated in any other manner.  

2.6.  All copyright in Catalogs, including images, belongs to Auctioneer. 

3. ABSENTEE COMMISSION BIDS

3.1.  If you are unable to attend the Auction personally, you may submit a Commission Bid 
and we will endeavor to purchase the Lot on your behalf for the lowest price possible.  You must 
submit this in writing using the Commission Bid Form and send it to us by post, fax or email at 
least 24 hours prior to the Auction.     

3.2.  For all Commission Bids, you must supply your name and address, contact telephone 
number and email.  You must also provide the Lot number and description of the Lot, the amount 
of your Bid and any other information requested in the Commission Bid Form or by us.  It is your 
responsibility to provide the correct information and to ensure that we have received your Com-
mission Bid.  
 
3.3.  We do not charge for this service and therefore we will not incur any liability for executing 
(or failing to execute) the Commission Bid. 

3.4.  If you submit a Commission Bid verbally (by telephone or otherwise), we shall not be 
responsible for any misunderstandings (by either us or our agents or you) in relation to your Bid.  
All bids made in this way must be confirmed in writing before the Auction. 

3.5.  If we receive two Commission Bids for equal value for the same Lot, the Bid received first 
by us shall take precedence. 

3.6.  “Buy” commissions and unlimited Commission Bids will not be accepted. 

4. AUCTION SALE

4.1.  This sale is a public auction sale conducted by licensed and bonded auctioneers. 

4.2.  Before the Auction, all potential Bidders must notify their name and address to the Auc-
tioneer and, if required, provide proof of identity to our satisfaction and bank or other credit 
references. Bidders unknown to Auctioneer are requested to establish credit or deposit 25% of 
their bids before the sale. We cannot accept bids from minors. 

4.3.  The highest Bidder for each Lot shall be the Buyer.  If there is a dispute, the Auctioneer 
shall have absolute discretion to determine the dispute including re-offering the disputed Lot for 
sale. Auctioneer reserves the right to refuse any bid he feels is not made in good faith. 

4.4.  A Bidder must submit a bid for an entire Lot and each Lot constitutes a separate sale.  
The Auctioneer shall, however, have absolute discretion to divide any Lot, to combine any two or 
more Lots, or to withdraw any Lot from the Auction without giving any reason (including after the 
hammer has fallen).  Bidding shall be regulated at the absolute discretion of the Auctioneer.  The 
Auctioneer has the right to refuse any bid. 

4.5.  All sales are final. Subject to Condition 4.4, the contract for the sale of the Lot is concluded 
on the fall of the hammer. 

4.6.  You cannot cancel your purchase of a Lot once the hammer has fallen. 

4.7.  Auctioneer reserves the right to include in any Auction its own material as well as mate-
rial from affiliated or related companies, principals, officers or employees. Auctioneer may have 
direct or indirect interests in any of the Lots in the Auction and may collect commissions. THE 
TWO PRECEDING SENTENCES SHALL BE DEEMED A PART OF THE DESCRIPTION OF ALL LOTS 
CONTAINED IN THE CATALOG.  
 
4.8.  Auctioneer may bid for its own account at any auction. 

4.9.  All Lots are offered for sale subject to a Reserve. 

4.10.  Estimates in the Catalog are not limits or reserves but reflect the actual market prices and 
are intended as a guide for bidders.  The actual prices realized may be higher or lower than these 
valuations.  The starting price will be about 80% of the estimates, unless there are higher offers.  

5. PAYMENT

5.1.  The Purchase Price payable by a Buyer is the Hammer Price plus a Buyer’s Premium 
of 20% of the Hammer Price.  Buyer of a lot is responsible for paying New York sales 
tax, unless the Lot is exempt.  

5.2.  Buyer of a Lot shall pay the Purchase Price in full before the Lot can be delivered to the 
Buyer. 

5.3.  Except where Condition 5.2 applies, any part of the Purchase Price outstanding after the 
Auction shall be payable by you within 14 days of the date of the Auction, the due date. 
  
5.4.  The Purchase Price is payable by you in cash in full in US funds.  You are not entitled to 
set-off any amounts that you claim are due from us or anyone else or make any other deductions.   

5.5.  Unless we have agreed in writing otherwise, you shall act on your own account as principal 
in respect of the sale and therefore if you accept a commission from a third party to bid on their 
behalf, you do so at your own risk and will remain personally liable (jointly with your principal) to 
us for the Purchase Price in accordance with these Conditions. 

5.6.  The methods of payment and surcharges are set out below. 

5.7.  If the Purchase Price has not been settled within 30 days of the Auction date interest will 
be charged at 2% per month from the due date of payment to the date that cleared funds are 
received whether that is before or after any legal judgment.  This is without prejudice to any other 
rights that we have for non-payment. 

5.8.  If you fail to comply with your obligations under these Conditions, the Lot, in respect of 
such non-compliance, may at our discretion be put up for sale at Auction or privately and resold.  
In this case, you will be liable in full and will indemnify us for all losses, costs and expenses (in-
cluding attorneys’ fees and legal costs) incurred as a result, including the costs of the resale and 
the amount (if any) by which the Hammer Price obtained on the resale is less than the Hammer 
Price obtained on the original sale of the Lot to the Buyer. 

6. RISK, TITLE AND DELIVERY

6.1.  The risk of damage/loss to the Lot will pass to the Buyer on the fall of the hammer.  Title 
in a Lot will not pass to the Buyer until the Purchase Price has been paid in full. 

6.2.  Unless agreed by us, you should collect the Lot within 7 days of the date of payment in full.  
We reserve the right to charge for storage and to resell by Auction or privately without notice to 
you, if a Lot is not collected.  Alternatively, we will send the Lot to you by recorded post.  Postage 
and insurance costs will be charged as additional costs. 

6.3.  Except in relation to Forgeries, you must satisfy yourself that the correct Lot has been 
delivered to you at the time of collection/delivery.  We will not be responsible for any discrepancy 
which might be discovered after the Lots have been collected.  If we have shipped the Lot to you, 
we will not be responsible for any discrepancies if you fail to notify us within 24 hours of receipt. 

6.4.  It is the Buyer’s responsibility to obtain any necessary import, export or other licenses 
required in relation to a Lot. 

7. GUARANTEE FOR FORGERIES

7.1.  Auctioneer is a member of the International Association of Professional Numismatists and 
in accordance with the conditions of membership, shall provide a guarantee to the Buyer for all 
Lots against Forgeries on the terms set out in these Conditions (‘Guarantee’). 

7.2.  For the purposes of these Conditions, a ‘Forgery’ means an imitation that has been created 
with the fraudulent intent to deceive in respect of the authorship, origin, date, age, period and 
the correct description does not correspond with the description in the Catalog and as a result has 
a value significantly less than it would have been had it been genuine. 

7.3.  You must notify us in writing within one (1) month of you becoming aware that the Lot 
may be a Forgery.  The Lot must be returned to us in the same condition as at the time of sale 
and you must submit evidence that the Lot is a Forgery, the onus being on you to prove that it is 
a Forgery. 

7.4.  You acknowledge that: 

 (a) we reserve the right to re-assess the Lot or engage at our expense any expert or  
authority considered by us at our sole discretion to have the necessary expertise to undertake a 
re-assessment of the Lot; 

 (b) following our re-assessment of the Lot, you agree to be bound by our decision as to 
whether or not the Lot is a Forgery. 

7.5.  You shall not be entitled to a refund for a Forgery if: 

 (a) the grounds for claiming that the Lot is a Forgery is based primarily on a difference 
of opinion between us and a third party providing coin grading services; 

 (b) the grounds for claiming that the Lot is a Forgery is by reason of any damage and/
or restoration and/or modification work of any nature;  

 (c)  the description of the Lot in the Catalog was in accordance with generally accepted 
opinions of numismatic specialists as at the date of publication or the catalog indicated that there 
was a conflict of opinion. 

 (d) it has been proved that the Lot is a Forgery by applying a method that was un-
available or not generally applied within the industry of numismatics as at the date of publication 
of the catalog or was disproportionately expensive, in both cases as determined in our absolute 
discretion. 

7.6.  If we agree that the Lot is a Forgery then subject to: 

CONDITIONS OF SALE
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 (a) you being able to confirm in writing that you can transfer legal and beneficial title to 
the Lot to us or as directed by us free from all encumbrances or third party claims of any nature; 
and 

 (b) the exclusions in Condition 7.7, then the sale of the Lot will be rescinded so that it 
is canceled and we will refund the Purchase Price to you in full.  

7.7.  Your right to return the Lot and receive a refund of the Hammer Price under the Guarantee 
is your sole remedy against us, our agents and sub-contractors and/or the Seller for a Forgery.   
You will not be entitled to claim interest on the amount due to you.  Neither we, our agents or 
sub-contractors nor the Seller shall be liable for costs, expenses, damages or any other liability 
however it arises relating to a Forgery. 

7.8.  In accordance with the restriction in Condition 10.2, the benefit of the Guarantee is per-
sonal to the Buyer and is not transferable to a new owner of the Lot or any other person.  

8. EXCLUSION OF LIABILITY AND WARRANTIES

8.1.  Except where these conditions expressly state otherwise, no warranty as to merchantability 
or fitness for a particular purpose is given to a buyer concerning a lot and each lot is sold “as is” 
and as shown with all faults, imperfections, errors of description (including authorship, origin, 
age, size, condition or value) or lack of authenticity or genuineness and neither we nor the seller 
nor any of our agents or sub-contractors will be liable for any damages, costs, expenses or any 
other liability arising out of the same whether or not caused by negligence.  Furthermore, the 
Auctioneer offers no representation that a numismatic item has or has not been cleaned; that any 
toning is natural or artificial; that any coin will meet the standards or grade of any independent 
grading service; that any item has a particular provenance or pedigree, or that a numismatic item 
is struck or produced in a particular style. Any statement concerning such matters reflects an 
opinion only. Questions regarding the minting of a coin as a proof or as a business strike relate to 
the method of manufacture and not to authenticity.  The auction is not an approval sale. 

8.2.  Except as provided in 6.3, any claims for adjustment other than authenticity must be made 
in writing within seven (7) days after delivery of the goods. No Lots may be returned without 
our written permission. It is the Buyer’s responsibility to have the Lots fully insured while in his 
possession. Our maximum liability under these Conditions is the amount of the Purchase Price 
paid by you.  
 
8.3.  Notwithstanding anything to the contrary in these Conditions of Sale, Coins listed in this 
catalogue graded by PCGS or NGC, may not be returned for any reason whatsoever. Whatever 
current guarantees and or warranties granted by PCGS and or NGC mirrors ours. 

8.4.  All oral and written statements made by the Auctioneer and its employees (including 
affiliated and related companies) are statements of opinion only, and are not warranties or rep-
resentations of any kind, unless stated as a specific written warranty, and no employee or agent 
of the Auctioneer has authority to vary or alter these Conditions of  Sale. Any alteration shall be 
effective only if in writing and signed by an officer of the Auctioneer authorized to do so. 

8.5.  Neither we nor any of our agents or sub-contractors shall be liable, whether in tort (includ-
ing negligence or breach of statutory duty), contract, misrepresentation or otherwise: 

(a)for loss of profits or business, depletion of goodwill and/or similar losses;loss of contracts; or 

(b)any special, indirect, incidental, consequential, exemplary or pure economic loss, costs, dam-
ages, charges or expenses. 

8.6.  We shall not be liable to you or be deemed to be in breach of these Conditions by reason 
of any delay in performing, or any failure to perform, any of our obligations in the Conditions, if 
the delay or failure was due to any cause beyond our reasonable control. 

8.7.  Nothing in these Conditions excludes or limits our liability for any matter which it would be 
illegal for us to exclude or attempt to exclude under New York law or for our fraud or fraudulent 
misrepresentation. 

9. DATA PROTECTION

9.1.  By agreeing to these Conditions, a Bidder acknowledges and agrees that we will use 
personal information of a Bidder for the purpose of the Auction and ancillary matters, including 
providing a Buyer’s personal details to any other person where necessary to enforce our rights 
under these Conditions. 

10. GENERAL

10.1.  These Conditions and the Seller’s Conditions constitute the entire agreement between us 
and supersede all other agreements, understandings, warranties and representations concerning 
the subject matter hereof.  All other terms, warranties and representations, express or implied by 

statute or otherwise are excluded to the fullest extent permitted by law.  No variation to these 
Conditions shall be legally binding unless agreed in writing by us.  
 
10.2.  All rights and benefits granted to a Bidder under these Conditions are personal to him and 
may not be assigned or in any other way transferred to any other person.  Any such assignment 
or transfer will be invalid and unenforceable against us.   

10.3.  A notice required or permitted to be given by either of us to the other under these Con-
ditions shall, in the case of a Bidder, be to the last address notified to us and in the case of 
Auctioneer, shall be to the registered office of Auctioneer.   

10.4.  No failure or delay by us in exercising any of our rights under these Conditions shall be 
deemed to be a waiver of that right, and no waiver by us of any breach of these Conditions by 
you shall be considered as a waiver of any subsequent breach of the same or any other provision. 

10.5.  We may perform our obligations and exercise our respective rights through any of our 
group companies or assign our rights under these Conditions.  
  
10.6.  If any provision of these Conditions is held by any court or other competent authority to be 
invalid or unenforceable, in whole or in part, the validity of the other provisions and the remainder 
of the provision in question shall not be affected.
 
10.7.  These Conditions, as well as the Buyer’s and our respective rights and obligations hereun-
der, shall be governed by and construed and enforced in accordance with the laws of the State 
of New York. By bidding at the Auction, whether in person, by agent, Commission Bid, telephone 
or other means, the Buyer shall be deemed to have consented to the exclusive jurisdiction of the 
state courts of, and the federal courts sitting in, the State of New York.  
 
11. INTERPRETATION 

11.1.  In these Conditions:

‘Auction Agent’, ‘Auctioneer’, ‘us’ or ‘we’ means Ira & Larry Goldberg Coins & Collectibles Inc., 
Dmitry Markov Coins & Medals, M&M Numismatics Ltd., and Sovereign Rarities Ltd.;

‘Bidder’ and ‘you’ means a person making, attempting to make or considering making a bid for 
a Lot including a Buyer;

‘Buyer’ means the person who makes the highest bid for a Lot which is accepted by the auctioneer 
and if the person is acting as an agent, will be a reference to its principal only if Auction Agent 
has accepted the agency in writing;

‘Catalog’ means a catalog, price list or other publication or price list;

‘Commission Bid’ is an instruction from a Bidder to us to bid on their behalf at the Auction;

‘Conditions’ means these conditions of sale and any other additional terms notified to Bidders in 
writing in a Catalog or otherwise (which includes notices displayed at the Auction) or as agreed in 
writing between Auction Agent and the Bidder;

‘Hammer Price’ means the amount of the highest bid for a Lot accepted by the auctioneer;

‘Including’ or ‘include’ mean including without limitation and include without limitation, respec-
tively;

‘Lot’ means any item deposited with us for sale at auction including items described against any 
Lot number in a Catalog;

‘Purchase Price’ means the Hammer Price plus Buyer’s Premium and New York sales tax, where 
applicable;

‘Reserve’ means a confidential price below which the Auctioneer will not sell a Lot or will re-pur-
chase on behalf of the Seller or for the account of Auctioneer.  Unless otherwise specified at the 
time of Lot consignment, this will be set at approximately 80% of the Lot estimate at complete 
discretion of the auctioneer; 

‘Seller’s Conditions’ means the terms and conditions of sale between Auction Agent and a Seller 
for the sale of a Lot as displayed in the Auction room, on our website or available from Auction 
Agent.

11.2.  Headings in these Conditions are for convenience only and shall not affect their interpreta-
tion. 
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ANCIENT COINAGE

1 Sicily, Lilybaion. Silver Tetradrachm (16.80 g), ca. 325-305 BC. [‘RSMLQRT’] in exergue, chario-
teer, holding kentron and reins, driving galloping quadriga right; above, Nike flying left, crowning 
charioteer with wreath. Rev: Head of Arethusa right, wreathed with grain ears, wearing triple-pendant 
earring and necklace; around, four dolphins. Jenkins 51 (O18/R39); SNG ANS -; SNG Lloyd 1603 
(same dies). Lightly toned. Choice Very Fine.   $1,500

2 Sicily, Selinos. Silver Tetradrachm (17.34 g), ca. 455-409 BC. SEL-IN-[ONTION], Artemis, holding 
reins, driving quadriga right; beside her, Apollo standing, drawing bow; in exergue, grain ear. Rev: 
S-EL-INONT-I-ON, Selinos standing facing, head left, holding patera over altar and laurel branch; on 
base of altar, rooster standing left; behind, selinon leaf above bull standing left on basis. Schwabacher 
36 (Q11/S27); SNG ANS 700; Rizzo pl. XXXIII, 1. Fine style. Obverse somewhat off-center. Toned. 
Very Fine.   $1,800

3 Sicily, Syracuse. Second Democracy. Silver Tetradrachm (17.26 g), 466-405 BC. Reverse die signed 
by A… Ca. 425-420 BC. Charioteer, holding reins, driving slow quadriga right; above, Nike fly-
ing left, crowning him with wreath. Rev: SYPA-KOSIO-[N], diademed head of Arethusa right, hair 
bound in sakkos ornamented with maeander pattern; on the sakkos above Arethusa’s forehead, artist’s 
signature: A; around, four dolphins swimming right. Boehringer 697.6 (V344/R475); Morgan 141 
(this coin). Toned. Choice Very Fine.   $1,000  

The lovely head of Arethusa on this coin was engraved by an unknown master who was the first engraver at Syracuse to be 
allowed to sign his dies. 

 
Ex Strozzi Collection (Galerie Sangiorgi, 15 April 1907), 1397.

Ancient Greek Coinage



4 Macedonian Kingdom. Philip II. Silver Tetradrachm (14.38 g), 359-336 BC. Amphipolis, ca. 316-311 
BC. Laureate head of Zeus right. Rev: FILIP-POU, youth on horseback right, holding palm branch; 
below horse’s belly, aplustre; below raised foreleg, P-pellet monogram. Le Rider pl. 46, 18; Troxell 
grp. 9, 323–5; SNG ANS 738–46. Untoned. Extremely Fine.   $600

Famous Macedonian Decadrachm of Alexander III, ‘ the Great’

5 Macedonian Kingdom. Alexander III ‘the Great’. Silver Decadrachm (41.34 g), 336-323 BC. Baby-
lon, lifetime issue, ca. 325-323 BC. Head of Herakles to right, wearing lion’s skin headdress. Rev: 
ALEXANDROU, Zeus seated left, holding eagle and scepter; below throne monogram, M below; in 
left field bee. Price 3618A; Mnemata 6.  Extremely Rare.  Original dark toning. NGC grade Choice 
XF; Strike: 5/5, Surface: 2/5. Fine Style scratches.   $30,000 

 
Among the rarest and most desirable of all ancient Greek coins, the famed decadrachms of Alexander the Great were struck at 
Babylon from the bullion seized after the city’s conquest from the Achaemenid Persians. The types follow the huge emissions 
of Alexander’s tetradrachms, sporting the head of the mighty Herakles wearing his lion’s skin on the obverse, and the father 
of the Olympian pantheon, Zeus, seated on the reverse. There has long been speculation that the portrait of Herakles features 
the likeness of Alexander himself, but there is no sure evidence that this is the case. There are only twenty or so Alexander 
decadrachms known to exist, and most of those were discovered in 1973 in what has become known as the ‘Babylon Hoard’. 
The known examples suggest there was at least three separate emissions, and the paucity of remaining pieces suggest that the 
denomination may have served a ceremonial purpose - perhaps given as presentation pieces to high ranking officers or pos-
sibly even to soldiers who had distinguished themselves in the conquest of Persia. Alexander was known for giving largesse, 
and it is tempting to think that he may have taken a personal role in their distribution. Today these surviving decadrachms are 
a tangible example of one of the greatest treasures in ancient numismatics.

Ex Tareq Hani Collection. Officially exported by Archbshop Alexios, Greek Orthodox Church, December 8, 1967.

2x



6 Macedonian Kingdom. Alexander III, the Great, 336-323 BC. Silver Tetradrachm (17g). Struck at 
Susa, ca. 316-311 BC. Head of young Heracles right. in lion skin headdress. Rev. Zeus enthroned 
left supporting eagle on extended right. hand and holding scepter in left, wreath in left field. AI under 
throne with monogram below. Price 3857. Boldly struck in high relief from well executed dies. Deli-
cately toned. Superb Extremely Fine.   $1,000

7 Macedonian Kingdom. Philip III Arrhidaios. Gold Stater (8.56 g), 323-317 BC. Babylon, ca. 323-
318/7 BC. Head of Athena right, wearing crested Corinthian helmet, the bowl of which is adorned 
with a griffin springing right. Rev: B-ASILE[WS] FILIPPOU, Nike standing facing, head left, hold-
ing wreath and stylis; in left field, wheel; below each wing, monograms. Cf. Price P187ff (controls not 
recorded). Lustrous. Extremely Fine.   $2,700

8 Paeonian Kingdom. Patraos. Silver Tetradrachm (12.47 g), 335-315 BC. Damastion (?). Laureate head 
of Apollo right. Rev: PATPAOY, warrior on horseback right, riding down enemy below with shield 
and lance; above, monogram. Paeonian Hoard 339 (same dies); cf. SNG ANS 1030-2 (same obv. 
die?). Toned. Choice Very Fine.   $300

9 Paeonian Kingdom. Patraos. Silver Tetradrachm (12.72 g), 335-315 BC. Damastion (?). Laureate head 
of Apollo right. Rev: P-A-TPAOL, warrior on horseback right, riding down enemy below with shield 
and lance. Paeonian Hoard 439 (same dies); SNG ANS 1040 (same obv. die). Untoned and virtually 
as struck. Extremely Fine.   $300

2x 2x



10 Paeonian Kingdom. Patraos. Silver Tetradrachm (12.49 g), 335-315 BC. Damastion (?). Laureate head 
of Apollo right. Rev: PA-T-PA-[O]T, warrior on horseback right, riding down enemy below with 
shield and lance; in left field, ME monogram. Cf. Paeonian Hoard 377; cf. SNG ANS 1031. Untoned 
and nearly as struck. Choice Very Fine.   $275

11 Attica, Athens. Silver Tetradrachm (17.16 g), ca. 440-404 BC. Helmeted head of Athena right, frontal 
eye. Rev: AQE, owl standing right, head facing; above to left, olive-spray with berry and crescent; all 
within incuse square. Kroll 8; Svoronos pl. 14; SNG Copenhagen 31-40. Boldly struck and perfectly 
centered. Superb Extremely Fine.   $2,000 

 
Ex CNG 108 (16 May 2018), 137; Gemini XII (11 January 2015), 122.

12 Attica, Athens. Silver Tetradrachm (17.20 g). Ca. 440-404 BC. Helmeted head of Athena right, frontal 
eye. Rev:  AQE, owl standing right, head facing; above to left, olive-spray with berry and crescent; all 
within incuse square. Kroll 8; Svoronos pl. 14; SNG Copenhagen 31-40. Sharply struck in high relief 
and perfectly centered. A superb, intensely lustrous specimen. NGC graded Mint State, Strike: 5/5, 
Surface; 3/5.   $1,500 

 
A gem example among the vast number of Athenian “owl” tetradrachms struck in the fifth century BC. The Athenian “owls” 
were produced from silver from the Laurion mines of Attica and used to fund such major enterprises as the Periklean building 
program, which served to beautify Athens as the capital of a naval empire along with the Peloponnesian War (431-404 BC) 
that broke out

The “owls” were widely accepted in international trade and their types became a symbol of good money. There-
fore, the types remained unaltered until the introduction of the Athenian New Style coinage in circa 165 BC.  
“Parliament Collection” on NGC holder.

2x 2x

2x2x



13 Ionia, Teos, an exceptional pair of Silver Staters c. 480-449 B.C, T-HI-O-3, winged male griffin seated 
right on “leaf and tongue” exergual line, wings raised, front left paw held over panther head, 11.96g; 
T-HI-O-3, winged female griffin seated right on ornate groundline, her neck with long fine mane 
above feathers or scales, breasts visible below and spines running the length of her back, wings raised, 
front left paw held over panther head, 11.92g. Rev. Quadripartite incuse square (Balcer, The early 
silver coinage of Teos, SNR 47, 103; BMC 311, 19). Of fine style, both pieces probably by the same 
artist with minor variations between the male and female griffins, both with a small edge split other-
wise well centered and boldly struck with an iridescent and most attractive cabinet tone. Rare. Both 
pieces Superb Extremely Fine.   $18,000 

 
Both pieces featured in the book “Apollo to Apollo, The Hunt for the Divine and Eternal Beauty” by Henrik Bo Andersen.  
Male griffin:

Male griffin: Ex Hess-Divo Auction 24 October 2007, lot 62; Ex. Giessener Münzhandlung Auction 46 (1989), lot 264.
Female griffin: Ex. Hauck & Aufhäuser Auction 20, 16 October 2007, lot 124

14 Cilicia, Soloi. Silver Stater (10.74 g), ca. 440-410 BC. Amazon kneeling left, quiver and bow-case at 
her side, holding bow; in left field, ivy leaves; in right field, helmet. Rev: SWLEWN, grape bunch; in 
right field, fly; all within incuse square. SNG BN 128; SNG Levante 40; SNG von Aulock 5858. NGC 
grade Ch XF*; Strike: 5/5, Surface: 4/5.   $5,000

2x

2x 2x

Lot of 2
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15 Cyprus, Salamis. Uncertain king. Silver Stater (10.79 g), ca. 445-411 BC. ‘Euelthontos’ (Cypriot) 
around, Ram recumbent right; above, pellet-in-crescent. Rev: Large ornate ankh enclosing Cypriot 
letter pa; Cypriot letters around; all within incuse square. Cf. Tzimbazis 100; cf. BMC 23. Rare NGC 
grade Ch XF; Strike: 4/5, Surface: 2/5.   $2,500 

 
Ex Schlomo Mousaieff Collection.

16 Artaxiad Kingdom. Tigranes II ‘the Great’. Silver Tetradrachm (15.53 g), 95-56 BC. Tigranocerta, 
80-68 BC. Diademed and draped bust of Tigranes II right, wearing tiara decorated with star between 
two eagles. Rev: BASILEWS TIGRANOU, Tyche seated right on rock, holding laurel branch; below, 
river-god Orontes swimming right; in right field by leg small Q; on rock below, HD monogram; all 
within wreath. SCADA grp. 1, obv. die A13 (Antioch); Kovacs 74/1; M&D 2. NGC grade Ch XF; 
Strike: 5/5, Surface: 3/5.   $3,500 

 
Before ruling in the mountainous interior of Anatolia, Tigranes II spent many years as a hostage in the court of Mithradates 
II of Parthia. When he was 40, Tigranes I died and Tigranes II was able to ‘purchase’ his freedom by ceding to Parthia a 
large part of Media Atropatene. Once on the throne he quickly subdued the local barons of Armenia, who hitherto had paid 
only nominal submission to the king, thus centralizing his rule with a tight grip. He then went on to invade his neighbors, 
expanding his kingdom in all directions at their expense. During the First Mithradatic War between Mithradates VI of Pon-
tos and Rome, Tigranes was careful to maintain the appearance of neutrality all the while secretly supporting Mithradates. 
Subsequently, however, he allied with Pontos overtly, marrying Mithradates’ daughter, Cleopatra, and sheltering Mithradates 
when he had been defeated by Rome. This, of course, brought Armenia into direct conflict with Rome, and in two engage-
ments with Lucullus, the Roman consul in charge of pursuing the war against Mithradates, Tigranes was soundly defeated. 
Lucullus, however, was not successful in capturing either Mithradates or Tigranes, and so after years of conducting an in-
conclusive war he was recalled to Rome and replaced by Pompey the Great. Pompey was much more effective. He quickly 
brought Tigranes to heal, forcing him to give up the territories he had conquered during his long reign in return for allowing 
him to remain on his throne.

2x 2x

2x2x



17 Seleukid Kingdom. Antiochos I Soter. Silver Tetradrachm (16.66 g), 281-261 BC. Aï Khanoum, ca. 
280-271 BC. Diademed head of Antiochos I right. Rev: BASILEWS ANTIOCOU, horned and bridled 
head of horse right; in right field, D in circle monogram. SC 430.2c; HGC 9, 132. Rare. NGC grade 
Ch F; Strike: 4/5, Surface: 2/5.   $2,000

18 Seleukid Kingdom. Antiochos I Soter. Silver Drachm (4.05 g), 281-261 BC. Aï Khanoum, ca. 280-271 
BC. Diademed head of Antiochos I right. Rev: BASILEWS ANTIOCOU, horned and bridled head of 
horse right; in right field, L in circle monogram; in exergue, A. Cf. SC 432.3a (monogram); SMAK 
A1DH-16 (A7/P9 - this coin); HGC 9, 136. NGC grade Ch XF; Strike: 4/5, Surface: 3/5. Marks.  
 $2,000

19 Seleukid Kingdom. Alexander I Balas. Silver Tetradrachm (16.77 g), 152/1-145 BC. Uncertain Mint 
88, in northern Syria. Diademed head of Alexander I right. Rev: BASILEWS ALEXANDROU [Q]
EOPATOROS [KA]I EUERGETOU, Zeus seated left, holding Nike and scepter. SC 1812 (this coin 
cited and illus.); CSE 559 (this coin); HGC 875d. Extremely Rare. Lightly toned and minor porosity 
on obverse. Choice Very Fine.   $1,500 

 
Ex Arthur Houghton Collection (CNG 72, 14 June 2006), 950, purchased from MMAG, September 1966.

2x

2x
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ANCIENT JUDEA
FROM PRIVATE AMERICAN AND EUROPEAN COLLECTIONS

Amazing Philistia, Gaza Silver Drachm

20 Philistia, Gaza. Silver Drachm (3.75 g), 4th century-333 BC. Imitating Athens. Helmeted head of 
Athena right, with profile eye. Rev. AΘE, owl standing right, head facing; above, olive spray and 
crescent; in inner right field, ‘Marnas’ symbol; all within incuse square. Gitler & Tal V.21Da; HGC 
10, 540. Extremely Rare. Lightly toned. A wonderful and very appealing example. Very Fine. 

  $5,000

Fantastic Quality ‘Ear of God’ Yehud Silver Half Gerah

21 Judaea, Yehud (Judah). Silver 1/2 Gerah (0.27 g), before 333 BCE. Left ear. Rev: “YHD” (Paleo-He-
brew), falcon standing left, wings displayed. Cf. Hendin 428 (obol); MCP 01/R1; cf. TJC 18 (same). 
The famous “Ear of God” type. Very Rare. Unusually choice quality. Extremely Fine.   $4,000

22 Judaea, Hasmonean Kingdom. John Hyrcanus I. Æ Prutah (2.44 g), 134-104 BCE. Jerusalem. ‘Yeho-
hanan the High Priest and Head of the Council of the Jews’ (Paleo-Hebrew; wedge-style characters) 
in five lines within wreath. Rev: Double cornucopiae adorned with ribbons, pomegranate between 
horns; A below to right. Hendin 1137; Hendin GBC 4, 460 (this coin illus.); TJC grp. I. Extremely 
Fine.   $200 

 
Ex David Hendin Collection.

2x 2x
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Finest Known Hasmonean 1/2 Prutah  103-76 BCE

23 Judaea, Hasmonean Kingdom. Alexander Jannaeus (Yehonatan). Æ 1/2 Prutah (1.80 g), 103-76 BCE. 
Jerusalem. ‘Yehonatan the King’ (Paleo-Hebrew), upright palm branch, within circular beaded border. 
Rev: Lily, within circular beaded border. Hendin 1147; TJC grp. O. The finest specimen in private 
hands. Superb Extremely Fine.   $2,500 

 
The palm branch and lily types of this rare issue of Alexander Jannaeus take their inspiration from an earlier coinage of 
his father, John Hyrcanus I, probably as a means of visually indicating his legitimacy. Legitimacy was a perennial problem 
for Jannaeus, who was constantly at violent odds with the Pharisees who challenged his right to be High Priest. When they 
pelted him with fruit at the Feast of Tabernacles he responded by crucifying hundreds of his political opponents. This led to 
a slow-burning civil war between Jannaeus and his subjects that dragged on for six years.

24 Judaea, Hasmonean Kingdom. Alexander Jannaeus (Yehonatan). Æ Prutah (6.20 g), 103-76 BCE. 
Jerusalem. ‘Yehonatan the King’ (Paleo-Hebrew) between the rays of star with eight rays, all within 
diadem. Rev: BASILEWS ALEXANDROU, inverted anchor. Hendin 1150a; TJC grp. K. Rarely seen 
like this. Heavy weight and with full detail. Extremely Fine.   $500 

 
Easily the most well known of Alexander Jannaeus’ prutah coinages, this issue boldly advertises his status as king while 
paying attention to Jewish prohibitions against graven images of living things which had evolved since the time of the Ye-
hud coinages in the fourth century BCE. While contemporary Seleukid and Ptolemaic kings regularly had their diademed 
portraits shown on their coins, Jannaeus was forced to content himself with depicting a star - apparently as a cipher for his 
image - surrounded by a diadem. It is unclear whether the star was meant to give a messianic flavor to Jannaeus’ somewhat 
brutal style of kingship, but the anchor reverse casts him as a successor to dying Seleukid power in the Southern Levant.

2x 2x
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Incredible Quality Double Pruthot of John Hyrcanus I

25 Judaea, Herodian Kingdom. John Hyrcanus I. Æ 2 Pruthot (4.40 g), 134-104 BCE. Uncertain Samari-
an mint (?). ‘Yehohanan the High Priest and Head of the Council of the Jews’ (Paleo-Hebrew), double 
cornucopiae adorned with ribbons. Rev: Helmet with decorative crest right. Hendin 1136, the plate 
coin and Hendin GBC 4, 462 (this coin illus.); TJC grp. H. Extremely rare, specially so in this high 
state of preservation. Extremely Fine.   $20,000 

 
According to Hendin, this rare coin is the only Hasmonean type that was not struck with beveled edges and for this reason it 
is suggested that it was not struck at the Jerusalem mint, Samaria is often mentioned as a possibility.

26 Judaea, Herodian Kingdom. John Hyrcanus I. Æ 2 Pruthot (4.35 g), 134-104 BCE. Uncertain Samari-
an mint(?). ‘Yehohanan the High Priest and Head of the Council of the Jews’ (Paleo-Hebrew), double 
cornucopiae adorned with ribbons. Rev: Helmet with decorative crest right. Hendin 1136; Hendin 
GBC 4, 462 (this coin illus.); TJC grp. H. Very Rare. Very Fine.   $8,000 

 
This type and denomination does not appear anywhere else in the Jewish series. This coin is considered one of the key
rarities. 
 
Ex David Hendin Collection.
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27 Judaea, Herodian Kingdom. Herod I. Æ Prutah (1.99 g), 40-4 BCE. Uncertain mint in Samaria, 
RY 3(38/7 BCE). Palm branch with objects (leaves?) to either side. Rev: BASILEWS HPWDOY, 
aphlaston; in left field, date (L G); in right field, monogram. Hendin 1172; cf. K.K.A. Lönnqvist, New 
Vistas on the Countermakred Coins of the Roman Prefects of Judaea, INJ 12 (1992-93), p. 70, 16 (year 
17 instead of 18); TJC 47. Lovely reddish brown patina. Smoothing and tooling noted on the reverse. 
Choice Very Fine.   $300

28 Judaea, Herodian Kingdom. Herod I. Æ 2 Prutot (2.69 g), 40 BCE-4 CE. Jerusalem. BACILEOC 
HPODOY, cross within closed diadem. Rev: Tripod flanked by palm branches. Hendin 1178; Hendin 
GBC 4, 490 (this coin illus.); TJC 48. Choice Very Fine.   $400 

 
Ex David Hendin Collection.

29 Judaea, Herodian Kingdom. Herod I. Æ Prutah (1.85 g), 40 BCE-4 CE. Jerusalem. BACILEOC HP-
WDOY, cross within open diadem. Rev: Tripod-table in circle. Hendin 1179; Hendin GBC 4, 491 (this 
coin illus.); TJC 50. Very Fine.   $200 

 
Ex David Hendin Collection.

30 Judaea, Herodian Kingdom. Herod I. Æ Prutah (1.43 g), 40 BCE-4 CE. Jerusalem. BACI HPW, 
anchor. Rev: Double cornucopiae with caduceus between and dots above. Unpublished. Cf. Hendin 
1188b; TJC 59. Unusually choice. Extremely Fine.   $500

2x

2x 2x
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31 Judaea, Herodian Kingdom. Herod I. Æ Prutah (1.33 g), 40 BCE-4 CE. Jerusalem. BACI HPW, 
anchor. Rev: Double cornucopiae with caduceus between and dots above. Unpublished. Cf. Hendin 
1188c; cf. TJC 59. Rare. Extremely Fine.   $500

32 Judaea, Herodian Kingdom. Herod II Archelaus. Æ Prutah (1.31 g), 4 BCE-6 CE. Jerusalem. HPW-D, 
anchor. Rev: EQ-N, double cornucopiae with caduceus between. Unpublished. Cf. Hendin 1192; cf. 
TJC 68. Pleasing contrasting earthen patina. Extremely Fine.   $500

33 Judaea, Herodian Kingdom. Herod II Archelaus. Æ Prutah (1.93 g), 4 BCE-6 CE. Brockage strike. Je-
rusalem. Incuse of reverse. Rev: EQNAPXOY, crested helmet; in left field, kerykeion. Hendin 1196b; 
Hendin GBC 4, 505b (this coin illus.); TJC 73. Reddish-brown patina. Very Fine.   $200 

 
Ex David Hendin Collection.

34 Judaea, Herodian Kingdom. Herod II Archelaus. Æ 1/2 Prutah (1.80 g), 4 BCE-6 CE. Jerusalem. HPW 
around, prow of galley left. Rev: EQN within wreath. Hendin 1197; Hendin GBC 4, 506 (this coin 
illus.); TJC 72; RPC 4916. Pleasing dark green patina with earthen highlights. Choice Very Fine.    
 $300 

 
Ex David Hendin Collection.

2x
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35 Judaea, Herodian Kingdom. Herod III Antipas. Æ Full denomination (18.87 g), 4 BCE-39 CE. Ti-
berias, RY 24 (AD 20/1), TIBE/PIAC in two lines within wreath. Rev: HPWDOU TETPAPXO[Y], 
upright reed; across field, date (L KD). Hendin 1199; TJC 75. A fabulous example! Perfectly centered 
and the finest example we have handled. Contrasting olive-brown patina.

 Extremely Fine.   $3,000

36 Judaea, Herodian Kingdom. Herod III Antipas. Æ Half denomination (7.65 g), 4 BCE-39 CE. Tibe-
rias, RY 34 (30/1 CE). TIBE/PIAC in two lines within wreath. Rev: HPwDOY TETPAPXOY, palm 
branch; across field, date (L LD). Hendin 1208; Hendin GBC 4, 517 (this coin illus.); TJC 84; RPC 
4927. Rare. Dark green patina with earthen highlights. Very Fine.   $800 

 
Ex David Hendin Collection.

37 Judaea, Procuratorial. Pontius Pilate. Æ Prutah (1.74 g), 26-36 CE. Jerusalem, RY 16 of Tiberius (AD 
29/30). IOYLIA KAICAPOC, three bound grain ears. Rev: TIBEPIOY KAICAPOC, simpulum; at 
end of legend, date (L IV). Hendin 1341; TJC 331; RPC 4967. Rough surfaces. Unusually well cen-
tered with complete legends. About Extremely Fine.   $400

38 Judaea, Procuratorial. Pontius Pilate. Æ Prutah (2.18 g), 26-36 CE. Jerusalem, RY 16 of Tiberius (AD 
29/30). IOYLIA KAICAPOC, three bound grain ears. Rev: TIBEPIOY KAICAPOC, simpulum; at 
end of legend, date (L IV). Hendin 1341; TJC 331; RPC 4967. Dark green and contrasting earthen 
patina. Extremely Fine.   $300

2x 2x



39 Judaea, Procuratorial. Pontius Pilate. Æ Prutah (2.47 g), 26-36 CE. Jerusalem, RY 17 of Tiberius (30/1 
CE). TIBEPIOY KAICAPOC, lituus; countermark: palm branch within oval incuse. Rev: Date (L IZ 
(Z retrograde)) within wreath. Hendin 1342; TJC 333; RPC 4968. Very Rare. Lovely glossy brown 
patina. The first clearly countermarked example we have handled. A remarkable coin worthy of fur-
ther study. Choice Very Fine or better.   $1,000

40 Judaea, Procuratorial. Pontius Pilate. Æ Prutah (1.40 g), 26-36 CE. Jerusalem, RY 17 of Tiberius (30/1 
CE). TIBEPIOY KAICAPOC, lituus. Rev: Date (L IV sic) within wreath. Unpublished. Cf. Hendin 
1342a; cf. TJC 333b; RPC 4968. A beautiful bold example. Choice Very Fine.   $500

41 Judaea, Procuratorial. Pontius Pilate. Æ Prutah (1.83 g), 26-36 CE. Jerusalem, RY 17 of Tiberius (30/1 
CE). TIBEPIOY KAICAPOC, lituus. Rev: Date (L IZ (Z retrograde)) within wreath. Unpublished. Cf. 
Hendin 1342a; TJC 333b; RPC 4968. Very Fine.   $400

42 Judaea, Procuratorial. Pontius Pilate. Æ Prutah (2.08 g), 26-36 CE. Jerusalem, RY 17 of Tiberius (30/1 
CE). TIBEPIOY KAICAPOC, lituus. Rev: Date (HZ (=L IZ)) within wreath. Unpublished. Cf. Hen-
din 1342b; TJC 333d; RPC 4968. Excellent contrasting earthen patina. Choice Very Fine.   $400

43 Judaea, Procuratorial. Pontius Pilate. Æ Prutah (1.89 g), 26-36 CE. Jerusalem, RY 17 of Tiberius 
(30/1 CE). TIBEPIOY KAICAPOC, lituus. Rev: Date (HZ (=L IZ)) within wreath. Unpublished. Cf. 
Hendin 1342b; TJC 333d; RPC 4968. A wonderful clear example with greenish patina and earthen 
highlights. Extremely Fine.   $400

Lot 40
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44 Judaea, Procuratorial. Porcius Festus. Æ Prutah (2.07 g), 59-62 CE. Jerusalem, RY 5 of Nero (58/9 
CE). NEP/wNO/C in three lines within wreath. Rev: KAICAPOC (blundered), palm branch; in right 
field, date (L E). Unpublished. Cf. Hendin 1351 c-d; TJC 345; RPC 4972. Unusually choice. Nearly 
Extremely Fine.   $600

Beautiful Jewish War Year Two Silver Shekel

45 Judea, The Jewish War. Silver Shekel (13.04 g), 66-70 CE. Jerusalem, year 2 (67/8 CE). ‘Shekel of 
Israel’ (Paleo-Hebrew), ritual chalice with pearled rim, the base raised by projections on both ends; 
above, ‘year 2’. Rev: ‘Jerusalem the holy’ (Paleo-Hebrew), staff with three pomegranate buds, round-
ed base. Hendin 1358.; TJC 193; Deutsch 82 (O6, R78). Boldly struck and well centered. Lovely 
slightly iridescent mottled blue tone about the borders. A beautiful Jewish year 2 shekel. Superb 
Extremely Fine.   $5,000

2x



Superb Quality Year Two Silver Shekel

46 Judaea, The Jewish War. Silver Shekel (14.19 g), 66-70 CE. Jerusalem, year 2 (67/8 CE). ‘Shekel of 
Israel’ (Paleo-Hebrew), ritual chalice with pearled rim, the base raised by projections on both ends; 
above, ‘year 2’. Rev: ‘Jerusalem the holy’ (Paleo-Hebrew), staff with three pomegranate buds, round 
base. Hendin 1358; Deutsch 160 (O12, R161); TJC 193. Perfectly centered, well struck and lightly 
toned. Superb Extremely Fine. $5,000

Ex Maison Palombo 15 (22 October 2016), 22.

47 Judaea, The Jewish War. Silver Shekel (14.19 g), 66-70 CE. Jerusalem, year 2 (67/8 CE). ‘Shekel of 
Israel’ (Paleo-Hebrew), ritual chalice with pearled rim, the base raised by projections on both ends; 
above, ‘year 2’. Rev: ‘Jerusalem the holy’ (Paleo-Hebrew), staff with three pomegranate buds, round 
base. Hendin 1358; Deutsch 160 (O12, R161); TJC 193. Perfectly centered, well struck and lightly 
toned. Superb Extremely Fine.   $5,000 

 
Ex Maison Palombo 15 (22 October 2016), 22.

2x

2x



48 Judaea, The Jewish War. Silver Shekel (14.17 g), 66-70 CE. Jerusalem, year 3 (68/9 CE). ‘Shekel of 
Israel’ (Paleo-Hebrew), ritual chalice with pearled rim, the base raised by projections on both ends; 
above, ‘year 3’. Rev: ‘Jerusalem the holy’ (Paleo-Hebrew), staff with three pomegranate buds, round 
base. Hendin 1361; Deutsch 20 (O3, R18); TJC 202. Nicely toned. Extremely Fine.   $5,000 

 
When the Jewish Revolt broke out in 66 CE, the revolutionaries quickly captured the holy city of Jerusalem, thus assuring 
them access to the great Temple for religious purposes and to its vast treasury as well. From the silver therein - presum-
ably consisting of Tyrian coins paid in taxes over the years - they struck the most famous of all Jewish coins - the shekel. 
 
The third year of the Jewish War saw some slight respite from the Roman advance as the death of Nero plunged the Roman 
Empire into a civil war into which Vespasian was drawn. However, violence in Jerusalem reached new heights as the Zealot 
leaders of the crushed northern revolt waged their own civil war against Ananus ben Ananus, the leader of the more moderate 
priestly authorities. This factional conflict resulted in an ignominious siege of Jerusalem by the Zealots and the slaughter 
of Ananus and his adherents. Jerusalem the holy, as it is described on the shekels, had been defiled by the blood of its own 
people before ever the Romans entered the city.

Ex Mel Wacks Collection, Purchased from Hans M. F. Schulman (6 May 1963), 255.

49 Judaea, The Jewish War. Silver Shekel (13.87 g), 66-70 CE. Jerusalem, year 3 (68/9 CE). ‘Shekel of 
Israel’ (Paleo-Hebrew), ritual chalice with pearled rim, the base raised by projections on both ends; 
above, ‘year 3’. Rev: ‘Jerusalem the holy’ (Paleo-Hebrew), staff with three pomegranate buds, round 
base. Hendin 1361; Deutsch 91 (O10, R84); TJC 202. Boldly struck with underlying luster present. 
Toned. Extremely Fine.   $5,000

2x

2x 2x



Important Jewish War Year 3 Silver 1/2 Shekel

50 Judaea, The Jewish War. Silver 1/2 Shekel (6.77 g), 66-70 CE. Jerusalem, year 3 (68/9 CE). ‘Half of 
a shekel’ (Paleo-Hebrew), ritual chalice with pearled rim, the base raised by projections on both ends; 
above, ‘year 3’. Rev: ‘Jerusalem the holy’ (Paleo-Hebrew), staff with three pomegranate buds, round 
base. Hendin 1362; Deutsch 8 (O1, R8), Deutsch’s recent study shows only 105 year 3 half-shekels 
known; TJC 203. Attractive old cabinet toning. Extremely Fine / Very Fine.   $7,500 

 
The Temple Tax was required of Jewish males over age 20, and the money was used for the upkeep and maintenance of the 
temple. In Exodus 30:13-16, God told Moses to collect this tax at the time of the census taken in the wilderness. In 2 Kings 
12:5-17 and Nehemiah 10:32-33, it seems the Temple Tax was paid annually, not just during a census. This half-shekel tax 
wasn’t a large sum of money, but roughly equivalent to two days’ wages. Before the First Revolt, the Temple Tax could only 
be paid using Shekels or Half Shekels of Tyre. During the First Revolt, Judaean coins were used to pay the Temple Tax for 
the first time.

Ex Mel Wacks Collection.

2x

3x



The Finest Known Jewish War Year 4 Silver Shekel

51 Judaea, The Jewish War. Silver Shekel (13.95 g), 66-70 CE. Jerusalem, year 4 (69/70 CE). ‘Shekel of 
Israel’ (Paleo-Hebrew), ritual chalice with pearled rim, the base raised by projections on both ends; 
above, ‘year 4’. Rev: ‘Jerusalem the holy’ (Paleo-Hebrew), staff with three pomegranate buds, round 
base. Hendin 1364; Deutsch 7 (O2, R7), Deutsch’s recent study shows a total of only 53 known year 
4 shekels. TJC 207. This being the finest specimen in private hands. Lustrous. Mint State.  

   $40,000 
 

The fourth year (AD 69) of the Jewish Revolt against Rome marked the beginning of the end for the rebels. Although they 
had enjoyed some initial success against forces sent against them by Cestius Gallus, the Roman legate of Syria in the first 
year of the revolt (AD 66), in the second year, command of the war was given to the general Vespasian, who immediately 
set about crushing the rebels in Galilee. By the end of the Galilee campaign of AD 67, Vespasian is said to have killed or 
enslaved some 100,000 rebels and had taken prisoner Joseph ben Matityahu, a man who had been the governor of Galilee for 
the rebel provisional government in Jerusalem, but became the historian of the Jewish Revolt under his Latin name, Flavius 
Josephus. In the third year (AD 68), Vespasian had established his headquarters at Caesarea Maritima and embarked upon 
new campaigns to repress Jewish rebels in Samaria, Idumaea and the hill country of Judaea, leaving only Jerusalem and its 
immediate environs as well as several fortresses, like Masada, in rebel hands. Vespasian halted his seemingly inexorable ad-
vance in the summer after news arrived that Nero had committed suicide and chaos reigned in Rome as military commanders 
raced to claim the imperial purple for themselves. At last, on July 1 of the fourth year of the Jewish Revolt (AD 69), Vespa-
sian was proclaimed emperor by his troops and departed to take power in Rome, leaving his son Titus to carry on the war 
against the rebels.Unfortunately, the Jewish rebels did not make good use of the respite brought by the Year of the Four Em-
perors. Instead most of AD 68 and 69 was taken up by a civil war that erupted when John of Gischala the radical leader of the 
failed rebellion in Galilee withdrew to Jerusalem. There was already great tension in the city between Ananias ben Ananias, 
the priestly moderate leader of the rebel provisional government and the Zealots who had taken possession of the Temple. 
John initially supported Ananias in besieging the Zealots in the Temple, but then assisted the besieged in obtaining aid from 
the Idumeans. Ananias was killed in the resultant fighting and the Zealots splintered into two mutually hostile factions: one 
recognizing the leadership of John of Gischala and the other recognizing Eleazar ben Simon. The unstable rule of the Zealot 
factions became increasingly tyrannical and in early spring AD 69, the remnants of the shattered provisional government 
somewhat unwisely invited Simon bar Giora and his army of Sicarii (“dagger-men”) into the city in an effort to regain some 
measure of control. A violent three-way conflict for dominance in Jerusalem ensued between the three factions that was only 
brought to a shaky truce by the arrival of Titus and his legions before the walls of Jerusalem in April AD 70. The fourth year 
of the Jewish Revolt had been frittered away on senseless and bloody fighting between faction leaders in Jerusalem when it 
could have been better used to fight the Romans before they reached the gates of the Holy City. By the time Titus was present 
and preparing for a siege it was far too late. Jerusalem and its people were thus condemned to an horrific fifth and final year 
of the Jewish Revolt by leaders who could not see the big picture, but only their own egos, and cared only for their own 
personal aggrandizement and power. The extremely rare shekels of the fourth year of the Jewish Revolt tend to be somewhat 
cruder in style and in the quality of engraving than the issues of the preceding three years, no doubt reflecting the political 
and military chaos in Jerusalem at the time of their production. The coins were probably struck within the Temple precinct 
and most likely from the silver collected in it, as there can have been few other sources of bullion for the beleaguered Jews 
in AD 69. Since John of Gischala and his Zealots controlled the Temple in year four of the Jewish Revolt it seems very likely 
that they were the driving force behind the shekels struck in this year.



52 Judaea, Jewish War. AE 1/4 Shekel (10.49 g), 66-70 CE. Year 4 (69/70 CE). ‘Year four-quarter’, two 
lulav bunches. Rev: ‘To the redemption of Zion’, etrog. Hendin 1368; TJC 213. Unusually well cen-
tered and struck. Handsome olive-green and reddish patina. Choice Very Fine.   $2,500 

 
This is one of three bronze denominations issued in the fourth year of the revolt, presumably when the supply of silver was 
running low. All of these featured symbols associated with the harvest festival of Succoth.

Ex Mel Wacks Collection; Purchased from Hess-Leu 31 (7 December 1966), 537.

53 Judaea, The Jewish War. Æ Eighth (5.00 g), 66-70 CE. Jerusalem, year 4 (69/70 CE). ‘Year four’ 
(Paleo-Hebrew), lulav branch flanked by an etrog on either sider. Rev: ‘To the redemption of Zion’ 
(Paleo-Hebrew), chalice with pearled rim. Hendin 1369; Hendin GBC 4, 670 (this coin illus.); TJC 
214. Excellent detail. About Extremely Fine.   $750 

 
Ex David Hendin Collection.

2x
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Momentous Mint State Year 5 Jewish War Silver Shekel

4x



54 Judaea, The Jewish War. Silver Shekel (13.30 g), 66-70 CE. Year 5 (April-Augustus 70 CE). ‘Shekel 
of Israel’ around, ‘year 5’ above, ritual chalice with pearled rim. Rev: ‘Jerusalem the holy’, sprig of 
three pomegranates. Hendin 1370; Deutsch 1 ((O1, R1), Deutsch’s recent die study traces a mere 14 
known year 5 shekels (not counting the “Baldwin” specimens); TJC 215. Extremely Rare and of 
great importance. Tied for the finest known. Lustrous and excellent metal. Mint State.   $200,000 

 
The fifth year of the Jewish Revolt was a complete nightmare for both the Jewish rebels and the citizens of Jerusalem. On 
April 14, AD 70, Titus, the son of Vespasian, invested the Holy City with his legions and allied forces, thereby beginning 
a siege that would last for four months, three weeks, and four days. By May, his forces had breached the Third and Second 
Walls of Jerusalem, essentially leaving only the Temple Mount in the control of the Jewish rebels. Although the Jewish 
rebels initially managed to repel Roman assaults, the highly pressurized situation soon deteriorated as the rebel leaders—
most of whom had been rivals from the start of the revolt—began to fight among themselves. John of Gischala assassinated 
the Zealot leader Eleazar ben Simon and additional conflict between John and Simon bar Giora was only prevented by the 
discovery that Roman engineers were constructing ramparts against the walls with the intention of breaking through with 
battering rams.Faced with this new and very serious problem, the Jewish rebels took the unprecedented step of burning the 
dry food supplies in Jerusalem, apparently thinking that desperation would improve the fighting spirit of the defenders or 
hoping that it would call down divine intervention. It did neither. Instead, it sped the populace down the road to starvation. 
Under regular circumstances, the destruction of the food supplies would have spelled disaster for any besieged city, but in the 
case of Jerusalem the situation was made vastly worse by the fact that the siege had begun only a few days before the feast 
of Passover. Therefore, the regular population of the city was swelled by Jews who had come into the city from the Judean 
countryside and from abroad for the celebration of this important festival (more than a million people according to Josephus). 
Now all of the people were crammed within the wall surrounding the Temple Mount and facing starvation. The severity of 
the hunger experienced by those within the wall is reported by Josephus—an eyewitness to the siege—who describes people 
eating shoe leather and animals forbidden by the Jewish Law, as well as incidents of cannibalism. As the horror mounted in 
the rebel-held section of the city, the Romans continued the work of breaching the wall. The battering rams had little effect, 
and therefore several attempts were made to seize the Fortress Antonia, which overlooked the Temple precinct. The open 
assaults were repulsed by the defenders, but in early July Roman forces entered the fortress under cover of darkness and 
overpowered the sleeping rebel guards. Once Antonia was in Roman hands there could be little doubt that the Jewish Revolt 
was utterly doomed and Jerusalem could not be saved. From the superior position of the fortress, the Temple wall was set 
on fire. It was captured and destroyed in late August—a catastrophic event still commemorated by the Jewish fast day of 
Tisha B’Av. At last, on September 9, AD 70, the siege was over and Jerusalem was completely under Roman control. Titus 
is said to have lamented the destruction of the Temple as he had hoped to enlarge the original structure and reconsecrate it 
as a temple dedicated to the imperial cult and the gods of Rome. It is difficult to know what would have happened if he had 
actually made good on this supposed plan. When Hadrian actually did refound Jerusalem as Aelia Capitolina as a pagan cult 
center in AD 132 it sparked a new Jewish revolt under Simon bar Kokhba. Many thousands, if not the million reported by 
Josephus, were killed over the course of the siege through starvation, factional civil war, and the final Roman assault. Some 
97,000 who survived were sold into slavery. Some of these were subsequently condemned to die as gladiators in bloody 
shows put on in the major cities of Roman Syria while others were taken to Rome to adorn the triumph of Vespasian and Titus 
before being put to work building the Colosseum—a monument to Roman victory entirely paid for by the spoils taken from 
Jerusalem. These included sacred items like the great seven-branched candelabra and the showbread table, both of which had 
previously been seen only by officiating Jewish priests but now appeared openly in the triumphal procession. Their display 
is commemorated by a famous panel on the Arch of Titus in Rome. John of Gischala and Simon bar Giora were captured 
alive and forced to march behind Titus’ triumphal chariot. At the end of the triumph John was imprisoned for the remainder 
of his life while Simon was immediately executed. Both seem to have got off easy in comparison to the long suffering and 
miserable deaths meted out to their active followers and to those whose greatest crime was that they had the misfortune to be 
in Jerusalem on the day that it was besieged. The Jewish shekel of year 5 is simultaneously an extremely rare document of 
and a memorial to the horrific final year of the Jewish Revolt and the siege of Jerusalem. It carries the same types of a chal-
ice (probably the Omer Cup used in Temple ritual) and pomegranate buds (a Jewish priestly symbol) found on shekels and 
half-shekels of previous years, but features an irregular engraving style that has also been noted for issues of year 1 and year 
4. The coin was most likely struck in the Jerusalem Temple precinct using silver obtained from the Tyrian silver shekels and 
half shekels that had long been collected as annual tribute from adult male Jews throughout Judaea and the Diaspora. In year 
5, with Jerusalem besieged, there can have been no other source of bullion. Interestingly, the Tyrian coins were apparently 
melted down and cast into new blanks for the Jewish Revolt issues since there is no evidence of overstriking. When silver 
coins were produced later to support the Bar Kokhba Revolt (AD 132-136) the new types were commonly overstruck on 
Roman Provincial issues. Despite the desperate straits that the Jewish rebels found themselves in in AD 70, they still seem 
to have taken greater care about the production standards of their coinage than their counterparts in the second century. The 
great rarity and deep historical interest of the year 5 shekel really make it the crown jewel for any Jewish coin collection.



Exceedingly Rare Gamla Mint Shekel, 55-67 CE

55 Judaea, The Jewish War. Æ ‘Shekel’ (6.84 g), 66-70 CE. Gamla, ca. February-August 67 CE. Crude 
uncertain legend around (either Paleo-Hebrew or Aramaic), omer cup. Rev: Crude uncertain circular 
legend around (either Paleo-Hebrew or Aramaic), without design. Hendin 1372; Deutsch 2. TJC 217. 
Extremely Rare. Nearly identical in style and quality to Bromberg II, lot 390 and superior to the 
Deutsch plate example. Fine.   $15,000 

 
In AD 66, frustration with the excesses of Roman rule, conflicts with Greek neighbors, and the struggle between Jew-
ish religious and political factions led to rioting in Caesarea and Jerusalem. The riots quickly developed into an open 
Jewish rebellion against the Roman procurator of Judaea, Gessius Florus, and his superior, Cestius Gallus, the leg-
ate of Syria. Gallus assembled an army to repress the revolt and was poised to besiege Jerusalem when his forc-
es were slaughtered in a rebel ambush at Beth Horon. This signal success inspired the leaders of the rebellion to form 
an independent provisional government in Jerusalem and to assign regional commanders to defend against the in-
evitable Roman invasion that was to come once the shock of Beth Horon had worn off. Yosef ben Matityahu, more 
widely known as the future historian of the Jewish Revolt Ti. Flavius Josephus, was given command of the forc-
es in Galilee and Golan, but his authority was challenged by John of Gischala, a leader of the radical Zealot faction. 
 
Reprisals for the defeat of Gallus began in earnest in AD 67, the second year of the Jewish Revolt (AD 66-72). The Roman 
general Ti. Flavius Vespasianus was placed in command of operations to crush the rebels and started his bloody work in Gali-
lee and Golan. Ignoring the will of the Judean provisional government, the elites of Galilean cities like Sepphoris and Tiberias 
surrendered without a fight. The town of Gamla (named for its location on a steep hill resembling the hump of a camel) probably 
would have done the same—it initially resisted the developing Jewish Revolt—if it had not been flooded with rebels seeking 
refuge from other parts of Galilee conquered by Vespasian. Josephus hastily ordered the erection of walls between the houses 
at the perimeter of the town in order to make it defensible against the Roman advance. At last on October 12, AD 67, Vespasian 
arrived before Gamla with a force of 60,000 men, according to Josephus. The defenders numbered only 9,000 and this is prob-
ably an exaggeration. Faced with the odds against them, the rebels would have been wise to surrender, but instead continued 
to resist with the unreasonable hope that aid would come from the Jews of the Babylonian Diaspora and the Parthian Empire.  
 
The defenders of Gamla initially repulsed Roman attempts to construct a siege ramp, but eventually it was built and the walls 
were breached in three places. Entering the town, the Romans suffered greatly in the cramped hand-to-hand street fighting 
that followed. Many sought a superior position from which to attack the rebels and made their way to the roofs of the houses, 
but these collapsed under their weight. The loss of life incurred during the storming of Gamla caused the Romans to withdraw, 
but they returned a few days later and took the town. The surviving inhabitants and rebels were killed by the victorious Ro-
mans or died from injuries sustained while trying to escape through a nearby ravine. Gamla was destroyed and never rebuilt. 
 
The present bronze coin (a token shekel?) is a memorial of the siege and the desperate resistance of Gamla’s defenders. Ar-
chaeological finds show that these coins were struck as a kind of emergency money at Gamla in imitation of the silver shekels 
struck by the provisional government in Jerusalem. Despite the crudeness born of necessity, it is still possible to make out 
the chalice (the Omer Cup of the Temple) obverse type regularly found on the silver shekels of the Jewish Revolt, however 
the expected pomegranates of the silver shekel is absent reverse. Due to the crudeness of the legends they have been read 
differently by different scholars. There is even some disagreement over whether they are written in paleo-Hebrew or Aramaic 
script. Readings have included “for the redemption of / holy Jerusalem,” mimicking the legends of the silver shekels; “Gamla 
[year] 2 / holy Jerusalem”; and “y[ear]…to the Jewish People.” This extremely rare coin (Hendin reports only 2-4 in private 
collections worldwide while the Menorah Coin Project is aware of only 9 specimens in total), is an absolute must for serious 
collectors of Jewish Revolt coins.

2x



56 Judaea, Roman Administration. Vespasian. Æ 20 (8.42 g), AD 69-79. Caesarea Maritima. Laureate 
head of Vespasian right. Rev: Nike standing right, resting foot on helmet, inscribing shield hanging on 
palm tree. Hendin 1445; Hendin GBC 4, 742 (this coin illus.); TJC 380; RPC 2310. Very Rare. Dark 
brown patina with lighter highlights. Choice Very Fine.   $2,000 

 
Ex David Hendin Collection.

57 Judaea, Roman Judaea. Titus. Æ 21 (9.53 g), AD 79-81. Judaea Capta issue. Caesarea Maritima. Lau-
reate head of Titus right. Rev: Nike standing right, resting foot on helmet, inscribing shield attached to 
palm tree. Hendin 1446 and Hendin GBC 4, 743 (this coin illus.); TJC 381; RPC 2311. Well defined 
with brown and olive-green contrasting patina. Choice Very Fine.   $800 

 
Ex David Hendin Collection.

58 Judaea, Roman Judaea. Domitian. Æ 24 (13.25 g), AD 81-96. Judaea Capta issue. Caesarea Maritima, 
AD 81/2. Laureate head of Domitian right. Rev: Titus standing facing, head right, holding spear and 
parazonium. Hendin 1451 plate coin; Hendin GBC 4, 753 (this coin illus.); TJC 387; RPC 2301. 
Rare. Smoothed olive-brown patina. About Very Fine.   $1,500 

 
Ex David Hendin Collection.

2x
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59 Judaea, Roman Judaea. Domitian. Æ 25 (11.33 g), AD 81-96. Judaea Capta issue. Caesarea Maritima, 
AD 81/2. Laureate head of Domitian right. Rev: Nike standing facing, head left, holding wreath and 
palm. Hendin 1452, this being the plate coin and Hendin GBC 4, 752 (this coin illus.); TJC 388; 
RPC 2302. Very Rare, the finest example we have seen. Olive-brown patina with earthen highlights. 
About Very Fine.   $1,500 

 
Ex David Hendin Collection.

60 Judaea, Roman Administration. Domitian. Æ 14 (2.33 g), AD 81-96. Caesarea Maritima, under Agrip-
pa II, 81/2 CE. IMP DOMITIANVS CAESAR DIVI F AVG, laureate head of Domitian right. Rev: 
Rudder. Hendin 1453 (this coin illus.); I. Carradice, Coinage in Judaea in the Flavian Period, AD 
70-96 INJ 6-7 (1982-3), pl. 3, 22; TJC 389; RPC 2303. Rare. Glossy brown patina with earthen high-
lights. Choice Very Fine.   $600 

 
Ex David Hendin Collection.

61 Judaea, Roman Judaea. Domitian. Æ 24 (11.54 g), AD 81-96. Judaea Capta issue. Caesarea Maritima, 
ca. AD 83 or later. Laureate head of Domitian left. Rev: Athena standing facing, head left, crowning 
trophy before her and holding spear and shield. Hendin 1455, this being the plate coin and Hendin 
GBC 4, 749 (this coin illus.); TJC 392; RPC 2305. A very choice example of this issue. Olive-brown 
patina with earthen highlights. Very Fine.   $600 

 
Ex David Hendin Collection.

62 Judaea, Roman Judaea. Domitian. Æ 17 (4.67 g), AD 81-96. Judaea Capta issue. Caesarea Maritima, 
ca. AD 83 or later. Laureate head of Domitian right. Rev: Nike advancing left, holding wreath and 
trophy. Hendin 1456; Hendin GBC 4, 750 (this coin illus.); TJC 393; RPC 2306. Pleasing brown and 
tan contrasting patina. This example far nicer than the current Hendin plate coin. Extremely Fine.   
$500 

 
Ex David Hendin Collection.

2x2x
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Lot 61 Lot 62



Beautiful and Historic Year One Silver Sela

63 Judaea, Bar Kokhba Revolt. Silver Sela (14.52 g), 132-135 CE. Year 1 (132/3 CE). ‘Jerusalem’ (Pa-
leo-Hebrew), tetrastyle façade of the Temple of Jerusalem; show bread table or Ark of the Covenant 
in chest form with semicircular lid and short legs, seen from a narrow side. Rev: ‘Year one of the 
redemption of Israel’ (Paleo-Hebrew), lulav with etrog at left. Hendin 1373; Mildenberg 1 (O1/R3); 
TJC 218. Very Rare. A magnificent year one sela, quite beautiful. Toned. Extremely Fine.   $50,000 

 
Most of the silver Bar Kochba coins were overstruck upon tetradrachms of Antioch commonly circulating in Judaea at that 
time. They served as a declaration of independence from Rome, since only sovereign entities could mint coins in silver, and 
in their overstriking, the rebels could simultaneously insult the emperor and make nationalistic declarations. David Hendin 
maintains that the inscription “First Year” had an “aggressive posture… The principal motive of the coins was both political 
and psychological-to make bold statements of Jewish sovereignty, whether or not it actually existed, to both Jews and Ro-
mans.”The Temple façade on the obverse has been variously described as a schematic depiction of the destroyed Temple in 
Jerusalem, or perhaps as an imaginary sketch of a rebuilt Temple to come. It has been posited that the item within the two 
central columns is the Ark of the Covenant, an ark holding Torah scrolls, the showbread table, or possibly a stylized generic 
ritual chalice.On the reverse of the sela are represented the Four Species, the most important articles Jews utilize in the ritual 
observance of Sukkot, known as “The Holiday” while the Temple stood in Jerusalem.The Four Species are here depicted 
as the central object, the lulav (a bundle comprised of three of the species) and, to its left, the etrog (the fourth species). 
The objects used in the ritual celebration of the festival of Sukkot is commanded in Leviticus 23:40-41: “You shall take for 
yourselves on the first day [of Sukkot] the fruit of the citron tree (etrog), the branches of the date palm (tamar), twigs of a 
plaited tree [myrtle] (aravot), and brook willows (hasadim)… You shall celebrate it [Sukkot] as a festival for God …[This is] 
an eternal decree for your generations.”After the destruction of the Temple (70 C.E.), Rabbi Yohanan ben Zakkai (who had 
escaped from the besieged Jerusalem in a coffin) ordered that the ceremony of the Four Species should be carried out as a 
memorial to the Temple. (Mehahot 65a).

ExGoldberg 90 (2 February 2016), 3010.

2.5x



Very Rare Year One Bar Kokhba Revolt ‘Abu Jara’

64 Judaea, Bar Kokhba Revolt. Æ Large Bronze (21.13 g), 132-135 CE. Year 1 (132/3 CE). ‘Jerusalem’ 
(Paleo-Hebrew) within wreath. Rev: ‘Year one of the redemption of Israel’ (Paleo-Hebrew), amphora 
with two handles. Hendin 1375; Mildenberg 13 (O3/R9) only 1 example cited, this being finer; TJC 
221. Very Rare. Uniform glossy olive-green patina. Adjustment marks as made. Rare Jerusalem ob-
verse. Very Fine.   $15,000 

 
The rarest of all Bar Kokhba Revolt denominations is known by the Arabic nickname ‘Abu Jara’ meaning “father of the 
jar”. While the obverse proudly spells out Jerusalem  surrounded by a wreath being the focal point of the Revolt, the reverse 
features an amphora which scholars conclude was the vessel of oil that nourished the flames of the Temple Menorah.

Outstanding Year One Bar Kokhba ‘Abu Jara’

65 Judaea, Bar Kokhba Revolt. Æ Large Bronze 33 mm (23.13 g), 132-135 CE. Year 1 (132/3 CE). ‘Je-
rusalem’ (Paleo-Hebrew) within wreath. Rev: ‘Year one of the redemption of Israel’ (Paleo-Hebrew), 
amphora with two handles. Hendin 1375; Mildenberg 13 (O3/R9); JC 221. Extremely Rare - Mild-
enberg notes just one specimen, this one not recorded. Dark green patina. Choice Very Fine.    
 $10,000 

 
Ex Shoshana Collection, pt. II (Heritage, 5 September 2012), 20136.
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Very Rare Hendin 1375 Plate Coin ‘Abu Jara’

66 Judaea, Bar Kokhba Revolt. Æ Large Bronze 31 mm. (17.65 g), 132-135 CE. Year 1 (132/3 CE). ‘Je-
rusalem’ (Paleo-Hebrew) within wreath. Rev: ‘Year one of the redemption of Israel’ (Paleo-Hebrew), 
amphora with two handles. Hendin 1375 (plate coin) and Hendin GBC 4, 676 (this coin illus.); 
Mildenberg 12 (O3/R4) 13 cited; TJC 221. Very Rare. Contrasting reddish-green patina and earthen 
highlights. Very Fine.   $9,500 

 
Ex David Hendin Collection.

Fantastic Year One Bar Kokhba Revolt ‘Abu Jara’

67 Judaea, Bar Kokhba Revolt. Æ Large Bronze (21.95 g), 132-135 CE. Year 1 (132/3 CE). ‘Simon, 
Prince of Israel’ (Paleo-Hebrew) within wreath. Rev: ‘Year one of the redemption of Israel’ (Pa-
leo-Hebrew), amphora with two handles. Hendin 1376; Mildenberg 10 (O2/R7), 27 cited; TJC 220b. 
An outstanding example with olive-earthen patina. About Extremely Fine.   $9,500 

 
The obverse now no longer mentions “Jerusalem” but now within the wreath names “Simon (bar Kokhba)” as the President 
of Israel, sometimes translated as “Prince”.

2x
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Another Well Pedigreed Year 1 ‘Abu Jara’

68 Judaea, Bar Kokhba Revolt. Æ Large Bronze 31 mm (17.67 g), 132-135 CE. Year 1 (132/3 CE). 
‘Simon, Prince of Israel’ (Paleo-Hebrew) within wreath. Rev: ‘Year one of the redemption of Israel’ 
(Paleo-Hebrew), amphora with two handles. Hendin 1376; Mildenberg 11 (O2/R8) Only 2 cited, this 
being #2 and plated; TJC 220b. Contrasting olive and green patina. Choice Very Fine.   $7,500 

 
Ex Shoshana Collection, pt. I (Heritage, March 8-9, 2012), 20234;
Ex Leu 86, 5-5/6 2003, Teddy Kollek Collection, #546.

Another Highly Desirable Year One ‘Abu Jara’

69 Judaea, Bar Kokhba Revolt. Æ Large Bronze 30 mm (17.80 g), 132-135 CE. Year 1 (132/3 CE). 
‘Simon, Prince of Israel’ (Paleo-Hebrew) within wreath. Rev: ‘Year one of the redemption of Israel’ 
(Paleo-Hebrew), amphora with two handles. Hendin 1376; Mildenberg 8 (O2/R3) only 8 cited; TJC 
220b. Full lettering, thus very rare and most desirable. Contrasting earthen patina. Very Fine.   
$7,500 

 
Ex Shoshana Collection, pt. I (Heritage, March 8-9, 2012), 20233;
Ex LHS 95 (25 October 2005), #735.
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Well Pedigreed Year One ‘Abu Jara’

70 Judaea, Bar Kokhba Revolt. Æ Large Bronze 29 mm (20.97 g), 132-135 CE. Year 1 (132/3 CE). 
‘Simon, Prince of Israel’ (Paleo-Hebrew) within wreath. Rev: ‘Year one of the redemption of Israel’ 
(Paleo-Hebrew), amphora with two handles. Hendin 1376; Mildenberg 7 (O2/R2) 5 cited, this being 
#5; TJC 220b. Pleasing contrasting olive and green patina. Choice Very Fine.   $7,500 

 
Ex Shoshana Collection, pt. I (Heritage, March 8-9, 2012), 20232;
Ex Alan Levin Collection (Goldberg 41, 27 May 2007), 2533;
Ex Superior’s Pradeau-Bothamley Part 2, March 30, 1971, #243;
Ex Glendening, Oct. 3, 1965, #210.

Massive Year One Bar Kokhba ‘Abu Jara’

71 Judaea, Bar Kokhba Revolt. Æ Large Bronze 33 mm (41.55 g), 132-135 CE. Year 1 (132/3 CE). 
‘Simon, Prince of Israel’ (Paleo-Hebrew) within wreath. Rev: ‘Year one of the redemption of Israel’ 
(Paleo-Hebrew), amphora with two handles. Hendin 1376; Mildenberg 2 (O1/R2) 24 cited, this being 
#13; TJC 220b. One of the heaviest examples of this type, weighing a massive 41.55 g. Contrasting 
earthen patina. Very Fine.   $7,500 

 
Ex Shoshana Collection, pt. I (Heritage, March 8-9 2012), 20230;
Ex Mayer Offenbach Collection.
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72 Judaea, Bar Kokhba Revolt. Æ Large Bronze (20.88 g), 132-135 CE. Year 1 (132/3 CE). ‘Simon, 
Prince of Israel’ (Paleo-Hebrew) within wreath. Rev: ‘Year one of the redemption of Israel’ (Pa-
leo-Hebrew), amphora with two handles. Hendin 1376; Mildenberg 2 (O1/R2), 24 cited; TJC 220b. 
Very Rare. Uniform pale green patina, well centered. Very Fine.   $4,000 

 
The rarest of all Bar Kochba denominations is known by the Arabic nickname “Abu Jara,” meaning “father of the jar.” The 
reverse features an amphora, which Romanoff concludes “was the vessel of oil which nourished the flames of the Temple 
Menorah.” This variety of the large bronze denomination of the first year (132/3 CE) of the Bar Kokhba War (132-135 CE) 
is notable for its obverse paleo-Hebrew legend which does not name Jerusalem within the wreath anymore, but rather Simon 
[bar Kokhba] as nasi (president) of Israel. Although nasi is sometimes translated as “prince” rather than “president,” it almost 
certainly refers to Simon bar Kokhba’s role as the leader of the Great Sanhedrin (the Jewish religious assembly that originally 
held court in the Jerusalem Temple before its destruction). The title of nasi was also held by the Hasmonaean High Priest 
John Hyrcanus I (134-104 BC), who engineered full autonomy for Judaea and who also struck coins featuring a wreathed 
legend on the obverse.

Ex Mel Wacks Collection. Purchased by the consignor from Hesperia Art, October 1967.

73 Judaea, Bar Kokhba Revolt. Æ Halved Large Bronze 27 mm dia. (11.55 g), 132-135 CE. Year 1 (132/3 
CE). ‘Simon, Prince of Israel’ (Paleo-Hebrew) within wreath. Rev: ‘Year one of the redemption of 
Israel’ (Paleo-Hebrew), amphora with two handles.  cff. Hendin 1376; cf. Mildenberg 1-6 (O1/R?; 
uncertain rev. die); cf. TJC 305. Rare. Very Fine.   $2,000 

 
This is the first ‘halved’ Large Bronze we have handled. For a full explanation of this unorthodox issue, see David Hendin’s 
Guide to Biblical Coins fifth edition (GBC 5) page 383, where he describes in detail the Story of the Split “Abu Jara”.

74 Judaea, Bar Kokhba Revolt. Æ Small Bronze (6.94 g), 132-135 CE. Year 1 (132/3 CE). ‘Eleazar the 
priest’ (Paleo-Hebrew), seven-branched palm tree with two bunches of dates. Rev: ‘Year one of the 
redemption of Israel’ (Paleo-Hebrew), bunch of grapes with branch and small leaf. Hendin 1380b 
and Hendin GBC 4, 681b (this coin illus.); Mildenberg 148 (O1/R2; this coin being #13); TJC 224a. 
Contrasting reddish-brown patina. Extremely Fine.   $7,500 

 
Ex David Hendin Collection.

75 Judaea, Bar Kokhba Revolt. Æ Small Bronze (3.06 g), 132-135 CE. Irregular issue. Year 1 (132/3 
CE). ‘Jerusalem’ (Paleo-Hebrew), seven-branched palm tree with two bunches of dates. Rev: ‘Year 
one of the redemption of Israel’ (Paleo-Hebrew), bunch of grapes with branch and small leaf. Hendin 
1381b; cf. Mildenberg 277 (uncertain dies); TJC 228. Apparently unpublished.  Very Fine.   $600 

 
This small bronze denomination is linked to the silver sela’im and one series of large bronze denominations of the first year 
of the Bar Kokhba War through the use of a paleo-Hebrew legend naming Jerusalem instead of Simon bar Kokhba.

ExDavid Hendin Collection.

Lot 74 Lot 75



Superb Quality Hybrid Year One Silver Sela

76 Judaea, Bar Kokhba Revolt. Silver Sela (14.84 g), 132-135 CE. Year 2 (133/4 CE). ‘Jerusalem’ (Pa-
leo-Hebrew), tetrastyle façade of the Temple of Jerusalem; show bread table or Ark of the Covenant 
in chest form with semicircular lid and short legs, seen from a narrow side. Rev: ‘Year two of the 
freedom of Israel’ (Paleo-Hebrew), lulav with etrog at left. Hendin 1385; TJC 229. Mildenberg 9 
(O1/R8); Extremely Rare - only two examples noted by Mildenberg. Lustrous. Nearly Mint State.   
$8,000 

 
This sela is especially notable because it is actually a hybrid coin muling a year 1 obverse with a year 2 reverse. This reuse 
of dies, which is more frequent for the smaller zuz denomination, may indicate the increasing pressures on the rebel mint(s) 
as the Roman’s began to regroup after their initial defeats and prepared for the massive invasion of Judaea that would finally 
crush Bar Kokhba and his supporters.

Ex Goldberg (June 2010), 2217;
Ex Antiqua XIV (December 2006), 87.

Handsome Year Two Bar Kokhba Silver Sela

77 Judaea, Bar Kokhba Revolt. Silver Sela (11.43 g), 132-135 CE. Year 2 (133/4 CE). ‘Jerusalem’ (Pa-
leo-Hebrew), tetrastyle façade of the Temple of Jerusalem; show bread table or Ark of the Covenant 
in chest form with semicircular lid and short legs, seen from a narrow side; above façade, + dividing 
legend. Rev: ‘Year two of the freedom of Israel’ (Paleo-Hebrew), lulav with etrog at left. Hendin 
1386; Mildenberg 10 (O2/R8)18 cited; TJC 229. Lightly toned. About Extremely Fine.   $7,500 

 
Ex NAC 64 (18 May 2012), 1849.
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Gem Quality Bar Kokhba Year Two Silver Sela

78 Judaea, Bar Kokhba Revolt. Silver Sela (12.05 g), 132-135 CE. Year 2 (133/4 CE). ‘Jerusalem’ (Pa-
leo-Hebrew), tetrastyle façade of the Temple of Jerusalem; show bread table or Ark of the Covenant 
in chest form with semicircular lid and short legs, seen from a narrow side; above façade, + dividing 
legend. Rev: ‘Year two of the freedom of Israel’ (Paleo-Hebrew), lulav with etrog at left. Hendin 
1386; Mildenberg 11 (O2/R9) only 11 cited; TJC 229. Rare. A needle sharp gem! A beautiful lustrous 
example and perfectly struck. Mint State.   $7,500

New Unrecorded Reverse Die Year 2 Bar Kokhba AR Zuz

79 Judaea, Bar Kokhba Revolt. Silver Zuz (2.91 g), 132-135 CE. Year 2 (133/4 CE). ‘Sm’ (Paleo-He-
brew) within wreath of thin branches wrapped around eight almonds, with a medallion at top and 
tendrils at bottom. Rev: ‘Year two of the freedom of Israel’ (Paleo-Hebrew), upright palm branch. 
Hendin 1390; Mildenberg - (O5’/R-; rev. die not recorded); TJC 245. Extremely Rare - a new re-
verse die. Lustrous. Extremely Fine.   $5,000 

 
This zuz introduces a new reverse type to the silver series: a palm branch standing alone. This type may have been intended 
to reflect several levels of meaning. Not only could it be seen as a symbol of victory (a little premature as it turned out) for 
the rebel cause over the Romans, but also as a national symbol of Judaea and perhaps a reference to the Jewish religious 
festival of Tabernacles.

2x 2x
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80 Judaea, Bar Kokhba Revolt. Silver Zuz (3.01 g), 132-135 CE. Year 2 (133/4 CE). ‘Simon’, bunch of 
grapes with leaf and tendril. Rev: ‘Year two of the freedom of Israel’ (Paleo-Hebrew), upright palm 
branch. Hendin 1394 (this coin illus.); Mildenberg 40 (O7/R12’; this coin being #10); TJC 248. 
Lightly toned. Extremely Fine.   $1,250 

 
Ex David Hendin Collection.

Extremely Rare H-1399 Year Two Silver Zuz

81 Judaea, Bar Kokhba Revolt. Silver Zuz (2.32 g), 132-135 CE. Year 2 (133/4 CE). ‘Simon’ (Paleo-He-
brew) within wreath of thin branches wrapped around eight almonds, with a medallion at top and 
tendrils at bottom. Rev: ‘Year two of the freedom of Israel’ (Paleo-Hebrew), fluted jug with handle on 
left; in right field, willow branch. Hendin 1399 RRR TJC 252; cf. Mildenberg 72-83 (O14/R-; rev. die 
not recorded);  Unique - a new reverse die for year 2. Obverse struck from a slipping die, virtually as 
struck. Lustrous. Superb Extremely Fine.   $3,000

2x2x

2x



82 Judaea, Bar Kokhba Revolt. Silver Zuz (3.35 g), 132-135 CE. Year 2 (133/4 CE). ‘Simon’ (Paleo-He-
brew) within wreath of thin branches wrapped around eight almonds, with a medallion at top and 
tendrils at bottom. Rev: ‘Year two of the freedom of Israel’ (Paleo-Hebrew), upright palm branch. 
Hendin 1401; Mildenberg 60 (O14/R32) 20 cited. Last dies of Year Two; TJC 246. Very scarce. 
Toned. Choice Very Fine.   $4,000 

 
The popular wreathed paleo-Hebrew legend naming Simon [bar Kokhba] and palm branch types appear on this zuz of the 
second year (133/4 CE) of the Bar Kokhba War, but the treatment of the five-letter obverse legend is different that it normally 
appears.
ExDavid Hendin Collection.

83 Judaea, Bar Kokhba Revolt. Silver Zuz (2.73 g), 132-135 CE. Year 2 (133/4 CE). ‘Simon’ (Paleo-He-
brew) within wreath of thin branches wrapped around eight almonds, with a medallion at top and 
tendrils at bottom. Rev: ‘Year two of the freedom of Israel’ (Paleo-Hebrew), upright palm branch. 
Hendin 1401 (this coin illus) and Hendin GBC 4, 701 (this coin illus); Mildenberg 59 (O14/R29’;  
this coin #2); TJC 246. Very scarce. Toned. Choice Very Fine.   $1,200 

 
Ex David Hendin Collection.
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Finest Style ‘Abu Jara’ Die

84 Judaea, Bar Kokhba Revolt. Æ Large Bronze 31 mm. (14.74 g), 132-135 CE. Year 2 (133/4 CE). ‘Je-
rusalem’ (Paleo-Hebrew within wreath with medallion at top. Rev: ‘Year two of the freedom of Israel’ 
(Paleo-Hebrew), amphora with two handles. Hendin 1404; Mildenberg 18 (O5/R12), 13 cited; TJC 
255. Flan crack as struck and commonly seen on this rare issue. Lovely reddish dark-green patina. The 
amphora depicted is of the finest style. Extremely Fine.   $15,000 

 
The large bronze denomination of the second year (133/4 CE) of the Bar Kokhba War is often known by the Arabic nick-
name “Abu Jara” meaning “father of the jar” because of its very large size and its prominent depiction of an amphora or jar 
(“jara”). Unlike the majority of the Bar Kokhba coins struck in the second year, this one names Jerusalem rather than Simon 
bar Kokhba on the obverse. This example is especially desirable as it is struck from the very finest of the Abu Jara dies.

ExAlan Levin Collection (Goldberg 41, 27 May 2007), 2585.
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Wonderful ‘Abu Jara” H-1405 Plate Coin

85 Judaea, Bar Kokhba Revolt. Æ Large Bronze 30 mm (14.30 g) 132-135 CE. Year 2 (133/4 CE). 
‘Simon’ (Paleo-Hebrew) within wreath. Rev: ‘Year two of the freedom of Israel’ (Paleo-Hebrew), 
amphora with two handles. Hendin 1405 plate coin illus.  and Hendin GBC 4, 705 (this coin illus.); 
Mildenberg 19 (O6/R12) only 11 cited; TJC 256. Very Rare. Mottled reddish-brown and green patina. 
Choice Very Fine.   $25,000 

 
Ex David Hendin Collection.

Extremely Rare High Quality Year Two “Abu Jara’

86 Judaea, Bar Kokhba Revolt. Æ Large Bronze (17.45 g), 132-135 CE. Year 2 (133/4 CE). ‘Simon’ (Pa-
leo-Hebrew) within wreath. Rev: ‘Year two of the freedom of Israel’ (Paleo-Hebrew), amphora with 
two handles. Hendin 1405;TJC 256; Mildenberg 19 (O6/R12), only 11 cited; A finer example than 
the Mildenberg plate coin and one of the finest specimens in private hands. The rarest of the Abu Jara 
issues. Emerald-like glossy green patina. About Extremely Fine.   $18,000
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87 Judaea, Bar Kokhba Revolt. Æ Medium Bronze (7.35 g), 132-135 CE. ‘For the freedom of Jerusalem’ 
(Paleo-Hebrew), palm branch within wreath. Rev: ‘Year two of the freedom of Israel’ (Paleo-Hebrew), 
wide lyre with five strings. Hendin 1407; Hendin GBC 4, 706 (this coin illus.); Mildenberg 28 (O1’/
R9), this being #4; TJC 296. Light green and olive patina. Extremely Fine.   $1,500 

 
Ex David Hendin Collection.

88 Judaea, Bar Kokhba Revolt. Æ Medium Bronze (9.05 g), 132-135 CE. Year 2 (133/4 CE). ‘Sma’ (ab-
breviating Simon; Paleo-Hebrew), seven-branched palm tree with two bunches of dates. Rev: ‘Year 
two of the redemption of Israel’ (Paleo-Hebrew), vine leaf on tendril. Hendin 1408; cf. Mildenberg 
71 (O5/R-; unrecorded rev. die); TJC 260a. Green and reddish-brown patina. Very Fine.   $450 

 
Ex David Hendin Collection
Ex Hans Schulman 12/7/74.

89 Judaea, Bar Kokhba Revolt. Æ Medium Bronze (10.45 g), 132-135 CE. Year 2 (133/4 CE). ‘Sma’ (ab-
breviating Simon; Paleo-Hebrew), seven-branched palm tree with two bunches of dates. Rev: ‘Year 
two of the redemption of Israel’ (Paleo-Hebrew), vine leaf on tendril. Hendin 1408; Mildenberg 92 
(O7/R56) only 7 cited; TJC 260a. Choice Very Fine.   $300 

 
Ex David Hendin Collection.
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90 Judaea, Bar Kokhba Revolt. Æ Medium Bronze (9.89 g), 132-135 CE. Year 2 (133/4 CE). ‘Sma’ (ab-
breviating Simon; Paleo-Hebrew), seven-branched palm tree with two bunches of dates. Rev: ‘Year 
two of the redemption of Israel’ (Paleo-Hebrew), vine leaf on tendril. Hendin 1408a; Hendin GBC 
2, 160a (this coin illus.); cf. Mildenberg 66-73 (O5/R-; unrecorded rev. die); TJC 260a. Emperor’s 
portrait on the obverse. Fine.   $300 

 
Ex David Hendin Collection.

91 Judaea, Bar Kokhba Revolt. Æ Small Bronze, 4.61 g. 132-135 CE. Year 2 (133/4 CE). ‘Jerusalem’ 
(Paleo-Hebrew), seven-branched palm tree with two bunches of dates. Rev: ‘Year two of the redemp-
tion of Israel’ (Paleo-Hebrew), bunch of grapes with branch and small leaf. Hendin 1410, this being 
the plate coin and Hendin GBC 4, 710 (this coin illus.); Mildenberg 154 (O3/R5; this coin #8); TJC 
266. Olive-green patina with earthen highlights. Extremely Fine.   $1,000 

 
Ex David Hendin Collection.

92 Judaea, Bar Kokhba Revolt. Æ Small Bronze (5.75 g), 132-135 CE. Year 2 (133/4 CE). ‘Jerusalem’ 
(Paleo-Hebrew), seven-branched palm tree with two bunches of dates. Rev: ‘Year two of the redemp-
tion of Israel’ (Paleo-Hebrew), bunch of grapes with branch and small leaf. Hendin 1410; Mildenberg 
154 (O3/R5; this coin #8); TJC 266. Overstruck on a coin of Trajan. Dark green patina with earthen 
highlights. Rare. Choice Very Fine.   $800 

 
Eleazar is not named on this small denomination bronze, his name replaced with that of Jerusalem, the city that served as the 
root cause of Simon bar Kokhba’s Jewish uprising.

ExDavid Hendin Collection.
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93 Judaea, Bar Kokhba Revolt. Æ Small Bronze (4.79 g), 132-135 CE. Year 2 (133/4 CE). ‘Jerusalem’ 
(Paleo-Hebrew), seven-branched palm tree with two bunches of dates. Rev: ‘Year two of the redemp-
tion of Israel’ (Paleo-Hebrew), bunch of grapes with branch and small leaf. Hendin 1410; Hendin 
GBC 2, 161 (this coin illus.); Mildenberg 153 (O2/R6, this being #12); TJC 266. Dark green and olive 
patina. Extremely Fine.   $800 

 
Ex David Hendin Collection.

Extremely Rare Unrecorded Year 3 Sela

94 Judaea, Bar Kokhba Revolt. Silver Sela (13.98 g), 132-135 CE.  New Die Combination for Undated 
Bar Kokhba AR Sela. Undated, attributed to year 3 (134/5 CE). ‘Simon’ (Paleo-Hebrew), tetrastyle 
façade of the Temple of Jerusalem; show bread table or Ark of the Covenant in chest form with semi-
circular lid and short legs, seen from a narrow side; above façade, star. Rev: ‘For the freedom of Jeru-
salem’ (Paleo-Hebrew), lulav with etrog at left. Hendin 1411; TJC 267; Mildenberg - (O12/R57; the 
dies are known but the die combination is unrecorded;   Extremely rare. Lustrous. Extremely Fine.  
  $8,000

2x



95 Judaea, Bar Kokhba Revolt. Silver Sela (13.36 g), 132-135 CE. Undated, attributed to year 3 (134/5 
CE). ‘Simon’ (Paleo-Hebrew), tetrastyle façade of the Temple of Jerusalem; show bread table or Ark 
of the Covenant in chest form with semicircular lid and short legs, seen from a narrow side; above 
façade, star. Rev: ‘For the freedom of Jerusalem’ (Paleo-Hebrew), lulav with etrog at left. Hendin 
1411; Mildenberg 82 (O12/R64); TJC 267. Nicely toned. Extremely Fine.   $5,000 

 
Ex David Hendin Collection.

96 Judaea, Bar Kokhba Revolt. Silver Sela (14.18 g), 132-135 CE. Undated, attributed to year 3 (134/5 
CE). ‘Simon’ (Paleo-Hebrew), tetrastyle façade of the Temple of Jerusalem; show bread table or Ark 
of the Covenant in chest form with semicircular lid and short legs, seen from a narrow side; above 
façade, star. Rev: ‘For the freedom of Jerusalem’ (Paleo-Hebrew), lulav with etrog at left. Hendin 
1411; Mildenberg 87 (O12/R67; this coin #22); TJC 267. Reverse a trifle off-center. Attractively 
toned. Superb Extremely Fine.   $3,500 

 
The overstruck silver tetradrachms (called “sela” in the Mishnah) are among the most religiously significant coins issued by 
the ancient Jews, since the Holy of Holies of the Jerusalem Temple is depicted, along with the Ark - that had held the two 
tables of the Ten Commandments in Solomon’s time. Beginning in the second year and continuing into the final year, a star 
appeared above the Temple on many coins, likely alluding to Bar Kochba’s nickname “Son of the Star.”

Ex Mel Wacks Collection;
Ex Hess-Leu 31 (7 December 1966), 541.
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Unrecorded Reverse Die Bar Kokhba Silver Sela

97 Judaea, Bar Kokhba Revolt. Silver Sela (14.40 g), 132-135 CE. Undated, attributed to year 3 (134/5 
CE). ‘Simon’ (Paleo-Hebrew), tetrastyle façade of the Temple of Jerusalem; show bread table or Ark 
of the Covenant in chest form with semicircular lid and short legs, seen from a narrow side; above 
façade, star. Rev: ‘For the freedom of Jerusalem’ (Paleo-Hebrew), lulav with etrog at left. Hendin 
1411a; Mildenberg - (O13/R-; unrecorded rev. die); TJC 267. Extremely Rare. Lustrous. Extremely 
Fine.   $8,000 

 
The undated sela’im were struck in the third and final year (134/5 CE) of the Bar Kokhba war, and although the types of the 
Temple and the lulav and etrog are continued, the coins are no longer dated “year 1” or “year 2 of the redemption of Israel” 
but instead carry the slogan “for the freedom of Jerusalem” on the reverse. The name of the holy city of Jerusalem no longer 
appears around the Temple (perhaps suggesting it was now out of reach) and is replaced by Bar Kokhba’s first name Simon. 
The messianic vision was being shattered, and the coins convey this message in their own cryptic way.

98 Judaea, Bar Kokhba Revolt. Silver Sela (13.67 g), 132-135 CE. Undated, attributed to year 3 (134/5 
CE). ‘Simon’ (Paleo-Hebrew), tetrastyle façade of the Temple of Jerusalem; show bread table or Ark 
of the Covenant in chest form with semicircular lid and short legs, seen from a narrow side; above 
façade, wavy line. Rev: ‘For the freedom of Jerusalem’ (Paleo-Hebrew), lulav with etrog at left. Hen-
din 1413; Hendin GBC 4, 713 (this coin illus.); Mildenberg 92 (O17/R71), this being #43; TJC 269. 
Superb Extremely Fine.   $6,000 

 
Ex David Hendin Collection.
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99 Judaea, Bar Kokhba Revolt. Silver Sela (13.97 g), 132-135 CE. Undated, attributed to year 3 (134/5 
CE). ‘Simon’ (Paleo-Hebrew), tetrastyle façade of the Temple of Jerusalem; show bread table or Ark 
of the Covenant in chest form with semicircular lid and short legs, seen from a narrow side; above 
façade, wavy line. Rev: ‘For the freedom of Jerusalem’ (Paleo-Hebrew), lulav with etrog at left. Hen-
din 1413;; TJC 269. Cf. Mildenberg 90 (O17/R—) Struck from an unlisted reverse die. Portions of the 
undertype visible on both sides. Untoned. About Extremely Fine.   $4,000

Superb Quality ‘Wavy Line’ Bar Kokhba Sela

100 Judaea, Bar Kokhba Revolt. Silver Sela (14.30 g), 132-135 CE. Undated, attributed to year 3 (134/5 
CE). ‘Simon’ (Paleo-Hebrew), tetrastyle façade of the Temple of Jerusalem; show bread table or Ark 
of the Covenant in chest form with semicircular lid and short legs, seen from a narrow side; above 
façade, wavy line. Rev: ‘For the freedom of Jerusalem’ (Paleo-Hebrew), lulav with etrog at left. Hen-
din 1413a; TJC 269; Mildenberg - (O17/R71’; unlisted die combination); Extremely Rare - the die 
combination not recorded in Mildenberg. Now published in Kaufman’s Additions to Leo Milden-
berg’s Corpus of The Coinage of the Bar Kokhba War, Israel Numismatic Journal, Vol. 14 2000-2002 
#8 (O17/R71). Lustrous, lightly toned. Mint State.   $8,000 

 
Instead of the + symbol that appeared above the Temple façade in the second year (133/4 CE) of the Bar Kokhba War and on 
some of the undated sela’im of the third year, this sela features a wavy line instead. The precise meaning of this new design 
element is not certain. If the + symbol was intended as the star of Bar Kokhba’s name, does its replacement with a wavy line 
mean that the rebels had begun to give up on his messianic quality, or does it simply represent either the roof of the temple 
or the golden vine that adorned it during the time of Herod?
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101 Judaea, Bar Kokhba Revolt. Silver Zuz (3.31 g), 132-135 CE. Undated, attributed to year 3 (134/5 
CE). ‘Simon’ (Paleo-Hebrew) within wreath of thin branches wrapped around eight almonds, with a 
medallion at top and tendrils at bottom. Rev: ‘For the freedom of Jerusalem’ (Paleo-Hebrew), upright 
palm branch. Hendin 1416 (this coin illus); Mildenberg 64 (O14/R36) 13 cited; TJC 279c. Toned. 
Extremely Fine.   $800 

 
Ex David Hendin Collection.

102 Judaea, Bar Kokhba Revolt. Silver Zuz (3.14 g), 132-135 CE. Undated, attributed to year 3 (134/5 
CE). ‘Shim’on’ (Paleo-Hebrew), in two lines within a wreath of thin branches wrapped around eight 
almonds, medallion at top, and tendrils below. Rev: ‘For the freedom of Jerusalem’, two trumpets 
upright. Hendin 1417 (this coin illus) and Hendin GBC 4, 716 (this coin illus.); Mildeberg 67 (O14/
R39) this #11; TJC 276b. Partial portrait seen on reverse. Nicely toned and well centered. Extremely 
Fine.   $1,200 

 
Ex David Hendin Collection;
Ex Superior’s Dowdy Sale, June, 1976, 156.

103 Judaea, Bar Kokhba Revolt. Silver Zuz (3.10 g), 132-135 CE. Undated, attributed to year 3 (134/5 
CE). ‘Simon’ (Paleo-Hebrew) within wreath of thin branches wrapped around eight almonds, with a 
medallion at top and tendrils at bottom. Rev: ‘For the freedom of Jerusalem’ (Paleo-Hebrew), fluted 
jug with handle on left; in right field, willow branch. Hendin 1418 and Hendin GBC 4, 717 (this coin 
illus.); Mildenberg 78 (O14/R50; this coin #3); TJC 283. Nicely toned. Superb Extremely Fine.    
 $1,200 

 
Ex David Hendin Collection; Hess-Leu (3 April 1963), J71;
Ex Pozzi Collection (Naville I, 14 March 1921), 3088.

2x 2x

2x2x



104 Judaea, Bar Kokhba Revolt. Silver Zuz (3.23 g), 132-135 CE. Undated, attributed to year 3 (134/5 
CE). ‘Simon’ (Paleo-Hebrew) within wreath of thin branches wrapped around eight almonds, with a 
medallion at top and tendrils at bottom. Rev: ‘For the freedom of Jerusalem’ (Paleo-Hebrew), elon-
gated lyre with three strings. Hendin 1419 (this coin illus.); Mildenberg 70 (O14/R42); TJC 272. 
Attractively toned. Choice Very Fine.   $800 

 
Ex David Hendin Collection.

 Extremely Rare New Die Combination Bar Kokhba AR Zuz

105 Judaea, Bar Kokhba Revolt. Silver Zuz (3.11 g), 132-135 CE. Undated, attributed to year 3 (134/5 
CE). ‘Simna’ (Paleo-Hebrew) within wreath of thin branches wrapped around eight almonds, with 
a medallion at top and tendrils at bottom. Rev: ‘For the freedom of Jerusalem’ (Paleo-Hebrew), two 
upright trumpets with dot between. Hendin 1421; TJC 276a.  Mildenberg - (O15/R104; unrecorded 
die combination); Unique - a new die combination unkown to Mildenberg. Listed in Kaufman’s 
Additions to Leo Mildenberg’s Corpus of the Coinage of the Bar Kokhba War,  Israel Numismatic 
Journal, Vol 14 2000-2002 #15. Choice Very Fine.   $4,000

2x 2x

2.5x



106 Judaea, Bar Kokhba Revolt. Silver Zuz (3.21 g), 132-135 CE. Undated, attributed to year 3 (134/5 
CE). ‘Simna’ (Paleo-Hebrew) within wreath of thin branches wrapped around eight almonds, with a 
medallion between two pairs of dots at top and tendrils at bottom. Rev: ‘For the freedom of Jerusalem’ 
(Paleo-Hebrew), fluted jug with handle on left; in right field, willow branch. Hendin 1422; TJC 283a; 
Mildenberg 111 (O16/R77); Extremely Rare die combination - only one example cited by Milden-
berg. Very Fine.   $2,000 

 
The jug and willow branch reverse of this undated zuz attributed to the third year (134/5 CE) of the Bar Kokhba War are 
objects used in the water libation ceremony performed before the altar of the Jerusalem Temple during the Festival of Tab-
ernacles (Sukkot). Since the Temple and its altar had been destroyed long before by Titus and the Roman legions in 70 CE, 
the reference to this ritual on the coins served as a rallying cry to remind the rebels of what had been lost to the Romans in 
the First Jewish Revolt (66-73 CE) and to inflame their desire to fight as the Romans returned to crush the new insurrection.

107 Judaea, Bar Kokhba Revolt. Silver Zuz (3.37 g), 132-135 CE. Undated, attributed to year 3 (134/5 
CE). ‘Simna’ (Paleo-Hebrew) within wreath of thin branches wrapped around eight almonds, with a 
medallion at top and tendrils at bottom; pairs of dots between each section of wreath. Rev: ‘For the 
freedom of Jerusalem’ (Paleo-Hebrew), fluted jug with handle on left; in right field, willow branch. 
Hendin 1422; Mildenberg 107 (O16/R73 this being #5); TJC 283a. Toned. Extremely Fine.   $1,000 

 
Ex David Hendin Collection.

108 Judaea, Bar Kokhba Revolt. Silver Zuz (3.02 g), 132-135 CE. Undated, attributed to year 3 (134/5 
CE). ‘Simon’ (Paleo-Hebrew) within wreath of thin branches wrapped around eight almonds, with a 
medallion at top and tendrils at bottom; pairs of dots between each section of wreath. Rev: ‘For the 
freedom of Jerusalem’ (Paleo-Hebrew), elongated lyre with three strings. Hendin 1424; TJC 272a; 
Mildenberg - (O16/R-; unrecorded reverse die); Extremely Rare - reverse die unknown to Mild-
enberg. Now listed in Kaufman’s Additions to Leo Mildenberg’s Corpus of the Coinage of the Bar 
Kokhba War,  Israel Numismatic Journal, Vol 14 2000-2002, #16. Extremely Fine.   $3,000

2x 2x

2x2x

2x 2x



109 Judaea, Bar Kokhba Revolt. Silver Zuz (3.10 g), 132-135 CE. Irregular issue. Undated, attributed 
to year 3 (134/5 CE). ‘Simon’ (Paleo-Hebrew) within wreath of thin branches wrapped around eight 
almonds, with a medallion at top and tendrils at bottom; pairs of dots between each section of wreath. 
Rev: ‘For the freedom of Jerusalem’, elongated lyre with three strings.  Hendin -; TJC -; Mildenberg 
-; Very Rare. Now published in Kaufman’s Additions to Leo Mildenberg’s Corpus of the Coinage of 
the Bar Kokhba War, Israel Numismatic Journal, Vol 14, 2000-2002 #16. Profile of Trajan visible on 
the reverse. Lustrous. Choice Very Fine.   $2,000

110 Judaea, Bar Kokhba Revolt. Silver Zuz (3.29 g), 132-135 CE. Undated, attributed to year 3 (134/5 
CE). ‘Simon’ (Paleo-Hebrew) within wreath of thin branches wrapped around eight almonds, with a 
medallion at top and tendrils at bottom; pairs of dots between each section of wreath. Rev: ‘For the 
freedom of Jerusalem’ (Paleo-Hebrew), elongated lyre with three strings. Hendin 1424 (this coin 
illus.); Mildenberg 101 (O16/R69) 23 cited; TJC 272a. Toned. Extremely Fine.   $800 

 
Ex David Hendin Collection.

111 Judaea, Bar Kokhba Revolt. Silver Zuz (3.08 g), 132-135 CE. Undated, attributed to year 3 (134/5 
CE). ‘Simon’ (Paleo-Hebrew) in two lines within a wreath of thin branches wrapped around eight 
almonds, medallion at top, and tendrils below, pair of dots, one inside and one outside, between each 
section. Rev: ‘For the freedom of Jerusalem’, palm branch. Hendin 1425 and Hendin GBC 4, 724 
(this coin illus.); Mildenberg 122 (O18/R80; this coin #9); TJC 279. Lightly toned. Extremely Fine.  
  $900 

 
Ex David Hendin Collection.

2x 2x



112 Judaea, Bar Kokhba Revolt. Silver Zuz (3.26 g), 132-135 CE. Undated, attributed to year 3 (134/5 
CE). ‘Simon’ (Paleo-Hebrew), in two lines within a wreath of thin branches wrapped around eight 
almonds, medallion at top, and tendrils below. Rev: ‘For the freedom of Jerusalem’, two trumpets up-
right, dot between (faint). Hendin 1426; Hendin GBC 4, 726 (this coin illus.); Mildenberg 124 (O19/
R86; only 4 cited, this coin #3); TJC 276. Beautifully toned. Extremely Fine.   $1,200 

 
Ex David Hendin Collection.

113 Judaea, Bar Kokhba Revolt. Silver Zuz (2.98 g), 132-135 CE. Undated, attributed to year 3 (134/5 
CE). ‘Simon’ (Paleo-Hebrew) within wreath of thin branches wrapped around eight almonds, with a 
medallion at top and tendrils at bottom; pairs of dots between each section of wreath. Rev: ‘For the 
freedom of Jerusalem’ (Paleo-Hebrew), fluted jug with handle on left; in right field, willow branch. 
Hendin 1427; Mildenberg 133 (O19/R93, this coin #8); TJC 283. Toned. Superb Extremely Fine.    
 $1,200 

 
Ex David Hendin Collection.

114 Judaea, Bar Kokhba Revolt. Silver Zuz (3.08 g), 132-135 CE. Undated, attributed to year 3 (134/5 
CE). ‘Simon’ (Paleo-Hebrew) within wreath of thin branches wrapped around eight almonds, with a 
medallion at top and tendrils at bottom; pairs of dots between each section of wreath. Rev: ‘For the 
freedom of Jerusalem’ (Paleo-Hebrew), elongated lyre with three strings. Hendin 1429; TJC 272c.  
Mildenberg 119 (O18/R83); Extremely Rare - only one example cited by Mildenberg. Choice Very 
Fine.   $2,000

2x 2x

2x2x

2x 2x



115 Judaea, Bar Kokhba Revolt. Silver Zuz (2.97 g), 132-135 CE. Irregular issue. Undated, attributed 
to year 3 (134/5 CE). ‘Sim’ (Paleo-Hebrew; retrograde and inverted) within wreath of thin branches 
wrapped around eight almonds. Rev: ‘For the freedom of Jerusalem’ (Paleo-Hebrew), elongated lyre 
with three strings. Hendin -, but cf. 1429 for the regular issue; TJC 273; Mildenberg 241 (O38/
R158, only 4 cited); Extremely Rare Overstruck on a drachm of Trajan. Toned Choice Very Fine.    
 $1,500 

 
This coin was struck at a secondary mint rather than the main Bar Kokhba mint facility. The irregular mint’s overstruck cir-
culating coins in the same way as the primary mint. However, it issued many fewer coins. While their production values are 
about the same quality, they were struck from drastically inferior dies that often look almost like caricatures of the originals. 
While Bar Kokhba coins depict incomplete legends or abbreviations, the irregular coins have drastically crude, incomplete, 
or retrograde inscriptions due to the inexperienced workers who created the dies. The dies from the regular issue Bar Kokhba 
coins are never struck in combination with coins of the irregular facility (or facilities).

Ex Mel Wacks Collection.

116 Judaea, Bar Kokhba Revolt. Silver Zuz (3.32 g), 132-135 CE. Undated, attributed to year 3 (134/5 
CE). ‘Simon’ (Paleo-Hebrew) within wreath of thin branches wrapped around eight almonds, with a 
medallion at top and tendrils at bottom; pairs of dots between each section of wreath. Rev: ‘For the 
freedom of Jerusalem’ (Paleo-Hebrew), elongated lyre with three strings. Hendin 1429; Hendin GBC 
2, 167 (this coin illus.); Mildenberg 130(O19/R67; this coin #43); TJC 272c. Lustrous. Mint State.    
 $1,200 

 
Ex David Hendin Collection.

117 Judaea, Bar Kokhba Revolt. Silver Zuz (3.25 g), 132-135 CE. Undated, attributed to year 3 (134/5 
CE). ‘Simon’ (Paleo-Hebrew), bunch of grapes with leaf and tendril. Rev: ‘For the freedom of Jeru-
salem’ (Paleo-Hebrew), upright palm branch. Hendin 1430; Hendin GBC 2, 169 (this coin illus.); 
Mildenberg 150 (O11/R103) 7 cited, this being #5; TJC 272c. Portions of the undertype legend visible 
on obverse. Nicely toned. Extremely Fine.   $800 

 
Ex David Hendin Collection.

2x

2x 2x

2x



118 Judaea, Bar Kokhba Revolt. Silver Zuz (3.05 g), 132-135 CE. Irregular issue. Undated, attributed 
to year 3 (134/5 CE). ‘Simon’ (Paleo-Hebrew), bunch of grapes with leaf and tendril. Rev: ‘For the 
freedom of Jerusalem’ (Paleo-Hebrew), upright palm branch. Hendin 1430a; Mildenberg 265 (O57/
R179) 11 cited, this being #5; TJC 281. Rare. Nearly Extremely Fine.   $3,000 

 
Ex David Hendin Collection.

119 Judaea, Bar Kokhba Revolt. Silver Zuz (3.24 g, 132-135 CE). Undated, attributed to year 3 (134/5 
CE). ‘Simon’ (Paleo-Hebrew), bunch of grapes with leaf and tendril. Rev: ‘For the freedom of Jerusa-
lem’ (Paleo-Hebrew), two upright trumpets without dot between. Hendin 1431; Hendin GBC 2, 171 
(this coin illus.); Mildenberg 187 (O22/R121) only 11 cited.; TJC 277. Beautifully toned. Extremely 
Fine.   $1,200 

 
Ex David Hendin Collection.

120 Judaea, Bar Kokhba Revolt. Silver Zuz, 132-135 CE. Undated, attributed to year 3 (134/5 CE). ‘Si-
mon’ (Paleo-Hebrew), bunch of grapes with leaf and tendril. Rev: ‘For the freedom of Jerusalem’ 
(Paleo-Hebrew), two upright trumpets without dot between. Hendin 1431 var; Mildenberg 200 (O24/
R128); TJC 277. Toned. Very Fine.   $800 

 
Ex David Hendin Collection.

2x 2x

2x2x



121 Judaea, Bar Kokhba Revolt. Silver Zuz (3.15 g), 132-135 CE. Undated, attributed to year 3 (134/5 
CE). ‘Simon’ (Paleo-Hebrew), bunch of grapes with leaf and tendril. Rev: ‘For the freedom of Jeru-
salem’ (Paleo-Hebrew), fluted jug with handle on left; in right field, willow branch. Hendin 1433; 
Hendin GBC 2, 170 (this coin illus.); Mildenberg 194 (O24/R125; this coin #9); TJC 285. Beautifully 
toned. Extremely Fine.   $800 

 
Ex David Hendin Collection.

122 Judaea, Bar Kokhba Revolt. Silver Zuz (3.37 g), 132-135 CE. Undated, attributed to year 3 (134/5 
CE). ‘Simon’ (Paleo-Hebrew), bunch of grapes with leaf and tendril. Rev: ‘For the freedom of Jeru-
salem’ (Paleo-Hebrew), fluted jug with handle on left; in right field, willow branch. Hendin 1433; 
Mildenberg 195 (O24/R126; this coin #22); TJC 285. Nicely toned. Choice Very Fine.   $500 

 
Ex Mel Wacks Collection;
Ex Pozzi Collection (Naville I, 14 March 1921), 3094.

123 Judaea, Bar Kokhba Revolt. Silver Zuz (3.01 g), 132-135 CE. Undated, attributed to year 3 (134/5 
CE). ‘Simon’ (Paleo-Hebrew), bunch of grapes with leaf and tendril. Rev: ‘For the freedom of Jeru-
salem’ (Paleo-Hebrew), fluted jug with handle on left; no willow branch. Hendin 1434; Mildenberg 
164 (O21/R89); TJC 286. Toned. Extremely Fine.   $800 

 
Ex David Hendin Collection.

124 Judaea, Bar Kokhba Revolt. Silver Zuz (3.29 g), 132-135 CE. Undated, attributed to year 3 (134/5 
CE). ‘Simon’ (Paleo-Hebrew), bunch of grapes with leaf and tendril. Rev: ‘For the freedom of Jerusa-
lem’ (Paleo-Hebrew), elongated lyre with three strings. Hendin 1435; Mildenberg 139 (O11/R43, 19 
pieces cited, this being #3); TJC 274. Extremely Fine.   $800 

 
The grape bunch and kinnor combination of this undated zuz continues types first introduced for the silver denomination 
in the second year (133/4 CE) of the Bar Kokhba War. Although this specimen is complete, some examples appear to have 
been cut in antiquity. Some commentators have considered the cutting to have been a means of invalidating the coins after 
the disastrous conclusion of the war while others have suggested that they simply represent an expedient for making change. 
Problematic for the invalidation theory is the fact that so few cut coins are known, but at the same time cut fractional coinage 
is also a great rarity in the ancient world once coin usage became firmly established.

ExDavid Hendin Collection.

125 Judaea, Bar Kokhba Revolt. Silver Zuz (3.34 g), 132-135 CE. Undated, attributed to year 3 (134/5 
CE). ‘Simon’ (Paleo-Hebrew), bunch of grapes with leaf and tendril. Rev: ‘For the freedom of Jerusa-
lem’ (Paleo-Hebrew), elongated lyre with three strings. Hendin 1435b (this coin illus.); Mildenberg 
160(?) (O21/R98); TJC 274. Partial obverse brockage. Very unusual. Toned. Very Fine.   $700 

 
Ex David Hendin Collection.

Lot 121

Lot 124 Lot 125

Lot 122 Lot 123



126 Judaea, Bar Kokhba Revolt. Æ Medium Bronze (6.1 g), 132-135 CE. Undated, attributed to year 3 
(134/5 CE). ‘For the freedom of Jerusalem’ (Paleo-Hebrew), upright palm branch within wreath. Rev: 
‘Simon’ (Paleo-Hebrew), elongated lyre with three strings. Hendin 1436; Mildenberg 33 (O2/R12) 
only 5 cited; TJC 297. Dark green patina. Clashed obverse die. Very Fine.   $600 

 
Ex David Hendin Collection.

127 Judaea, Bar Kokhba Revolt. Æ Medium Bronze (10.70 g), 132-135 CE. Undated, attributed to year 3 
(134/5 CE). ‘Simon’ (Paleo-Hebrew), seven-branched palm tree with two bunches of dates. Rev: ‘For 
the freedom of Jerusalem’ (Paleo-Hebrew), vine leaf on tendril. Hendin 1437; TJC 289; cf. Milden-
berg 143 (O-/R101; unrecorded obv. die); Extremely Rare. Reddish-brown and green patina. Very 
Fine.   $1,500 

 
Ex David Hendin Collection.

128 Judaea, Bar Kokhba Revolt. Æ Medium Bronze, 132-135 CE. Undated, attributed to year 3 (134/5 
CE). ‘Simon’ (Paleo-Hebrew), seven-branched palm tree with two bunches of dates. Rev: ‘For the 
freedom of Jerusalem’ (Paleo-Hebrew), vine leaf on tendril. Hendin 1437, plate coin and Hendin 
GBC 4, 736 (this coin illus.); Mildenberg 118 (O10/R82); TJC 289. Dark green patina with lighter 
highlights. Extremely Fine.   $800 

 
Ex David Hendin Collection.

2x 2x



129 Judaea, Bar Kokhba Revolt. Æ Medium Bronze, 132-135 CE. Irregular issue. Undated, attributed to 
year 3 (134/5 CE). ‘Simon’ (Paleo-Hebrew), seven-branched palm tree with two bunches of dates. 
Rev: ‘For the freedom of Jerusalem’ (Paleo-Hebrew), vine leaf on tendril. Hendin 1437a; TJC 293.  
Mildenberg 210 (O42/R47) only one specimen from these dies known to Mildenberg.; Extremely 
Rare . Very Fine.   $700 

 
Ex David Hendin Collection.

130 Judaea, Bar Kokhba Revolt. Æ Medium Bronze (9.90 g), 132-135 CE. Irregular issue. Undated, at-
tributed to year 3 (134/5 CE). ‘Simon’ (Paleo-Hebrew), seven-branched palm tree with two bunches 
of dates. Rev: ‘For the freedom of Jerusalem’ (Paleo-Hebrew), vine leaf on tendril. Hendin 1437a; cf. 
Mildenberg 185 (O?/R24 only 3 cited); uncertain obverse die); TJC 293. Rare. Very Fine.   $600 

 
Ex David Hendin Collection.

131 Judaea, Bar Kokhba Revolt. Æ Medium Bronze (8.38 g), 132-135 CE. Irregular issue. Undated, at-
tributed to year 3 (134/5 CE). ‘Simon’ (Paleo-Hebrew), seven-branched palm tree with two bunches 
of dates. Rev: ‘For the freedom of Jerusalem’ (Paleo-Hebrew), vine leaf on tendril. Hendin 1437a; 
Mildenberg 177 (O11/R16, this coin #2); TJC 293. Reddish-brown patina. Very Fine.   $500 

 
Ex David Hendin Collection.

132 Judaea, Bar Kokhba Revolt. Æ Medium Bronze (8.70 g), 132-135 CE. Irregular issue. Undated, at-
tributed to year 3 (134/5 CE). ‘Simon’ (Paleo-Hebrew), seven-branched palm tree with two bunches 
of dates. Rev: ‘For the freedom of Jerusalem’ (Paleo-Hebrew), vine leaf on tendril. Hendin 1437a; 
Mildenberg 186 (O18/R24, only 3 cited, this being #2); TJC 293. Fine.   $500 

 
Ex David Hendin Collection.



133 Judaea, Bar Kokhba Revolt. Æ Medium Bronze, 132-135 CE. Irregular issue. Undated, attributed to 
year 3 (134/5 CE). ‘Simon’ (Paleo-Hebrew), seven-branched palm tree with two bunches of dates. 
Rev: ‘For the freedom of Jerusalem’ (Paleo-Hebrew), vine leaf on tendril. Hendin 1437a; TJC 289; 
Mildenberg 137 (O11/R101) only 1 cited; Extremely Rare -  Pleasing brown patina. Choice Very 
Fine.   $500 

 
Ex David Hendin Collection.

134 Judaea, Bar Kokhba Revolt. Æ Small Bronze, 132-135 CE. Undated, attributed to year 3 (134/5 CE). 
‘Simon’ (Paleo-Hebrew), seven-branched palm tree with two bunches of dates. Rev: ‘For the freedom 
of Jerusalem’ (Paleo-Hebrew), bunch of grapes with branch and small leaf. Cf. Hendin 1440; Mild-
enberg -; cf. TJC 302b. Very Rare. Interesting overstrike on a Ptolemaic bronze.  Very Fine.   $700 

 
Ex David Hendin Collection.

135 Judaea, Bar Kokhba Revolt. Æ Small Bronze (5.90 g), 132-135 CE. Undated, attributed to year 3 
(134/5 CE). ‘Simon’ (Paleo-Hebrew), seven-branched palm tree with two bunches of dates. Rev: ‘For 
the freedom of Jerusalem’ (Paleo-Hebrew), bunch of grapes with branch and small leaf. Hendin 1440; 
Mildenberg 160 (O4/R10) only 5 cited; TJC 302b. The host coin inscription visible. Choice Very 
Fine.   $500 

 
Ex David Hendin Collection.

136 Judaea, Bar Kokhba Revolt. Æ Small Bronze (5.20 g), 132-135 CE. Undated, attributed to year 3 
(134/5 CE). ‘Simon’ (Paleo-Hebrew), seven-branched palm tree with two bunches of dates. Rev: ‘For 
the freedom of Jerusalem’ (Paleo-Hebrew), bunch of grapes with branch and small leaf. Hendin 1440; 
Mildenberg 158 (O4/R8) only 5 cited; TJC 302b. Mottled green patina. Very Fine.   $400 

 
Ex David Hendin Collection.



137 Judaea, Bar Kokhba Revolt. Æ Small Bronze (2.15 g), 132-135 CE. Undated, attributed to year 3 
(134/5 CE). ‘Simon’ (Paleo-Hebrew), seven-branched palm tree with two bunches of dates. Rev: 
‘For the freedom of Jerusalem’ (Paleo-Hebrew), bunch of grapes with branch and small leaf. Hendin 
1440c this coin illus; Mildenberg 230 (O6/R6) 2 cited, this being #2; TJC 304b = AJC 82b (this coin 
illus.). Irregular flan. Very Fine.   $750 

 
Ex David Hendin Collection.

138 Judaea, Bar Kokhba Revolt. Æ Small Bronze, 17 mm (2.60 g), 132-135 CE. Undated, attributed to 
year 3 (134/5 CE). ‘Simon’ (Paleo-Hebrew), seven-branched palm tree with two bunches of dates. 
Rev: ‘For the freedom of Jerusalem’ (Paleo-Hebrew), bunch of grapes with branch and small leaf. 
Hendin 1440c; Mildenberg 160 (O4/R10), only 5 cited; TJC 302b. Irregular variety struck on a pru-
tah flan. Mottled green and olive patina. Choice Very Fine.   $500 

 
Ex David Hendin Collection.

139 Judaea, City Coinage, Aelia Capitolina (Jerusalem). Hadrian. Æ 23 (11.59 g), AD 117-138. Laureate, 
draped and cuirassed bust of Hadrian right. Rev: Emperor, as pontiff, plowing pomerium with yoked 
oxen right; in background, vexillum. Meshorer 2  The Coinage of Aelia Capitolina; Meshorer 162 
City-Coins of Eretz-Israel; Kadman 1; RPC 3964. Pleasing pale green and lighter patina. Extremely 
Fine.   $1,500

2x



140 Judaea, City Coinage, Aelia Capitolina (Jerusalem). Hadrian. Æ26 (17.02 g), AD 117-138. Laureate, 
draped and cuirassed bust of Hadrian right. Rev: Zeus seated left within distyle temple, flanked by 
Athena standing right and Hera standing left. Meshorer 1 Coinage of Aelia Capitolina; Meshorer 163 
City-Coins of Eretz-Israel; Kadman 3; RPC 3963. Dark green patina. About Very Fine.   $500

141 Judaea, City Coinage, Aelia Capitolina (Jerusalem). Marcus Aurelius and Commodus. Æ 26 (14.46 g), 
161-180 CE. Confronted busts of Marcus Aurelius, on left, and Lucius Verus, on right, both laureate, 
draped and cuirassed. Rev: Draped bust of Sarapis right, wearing kalathos. Meshorer 57, Coinage of 
Aelia Capitonina  57; Kadman 63; SNG ANS 607. Reddish-brown patina. Nearly Extremely Fine.   
$400

142 Judaea, City Coinage, Aelia Capitolina (Jerusalem). Commodus. Æ 30 (18.91 g), AD 177-192. Laure-
ate head of Commodus right. Rev: Crispina and Lucilla standing facing one another, clasping hands. 
Meshorer 67, The Coinage of Aelia Capitolinaa. Rare. Mottled reddish-green patina. About Ex-
tremely Fine.   $800

143 Judaea, City Coinage, Aelia Capitolina (Jerusalem). Elagabalus, with Severus Alexander, as Caesar. 
Æ 23 (8.44 g), AD 218-222. Jugate laureate, draped and cuirassed busts of Elagabalus and Severus 
Alexander right. Rev: Sacred stone of Emesa being pulled by facing quadriga. Meshorer 143, Coinage 
of Aelia Capitolina. Rare. Olive-brown patina. Very Fine.   $800



144 Judaea, City Coinage, Aelia Capitolina (Jerusalem). Elagabalus. Æ 30 (20.28 g), AD 218-222. Laure-
ate, draped and cuirassed bust of Elagabalus right. Rev: She-wolf standing right, suckling the twins. 
Meshorer 114a,  Coinage of Aelia Capitolina . A very choice example. Pleasing medium green and 
contrasting lighter green patina. Nearly Extremely Fine.   $800

145 Judaea, City Coinage, Aelia Capitolina (Jerusalem). Elagabalus. Æ 25 (8.56 g), AD 218-222. Laure-
ate, draped and cuirassed bust of Elagabalus right. Rev: Tyche standing left, holding Nike and scepter, 
before horned altar and aquila. Meshorer 129a, Coinage of Aelia Capitolina.  Contrasting mottled 
green patina. Very Fine.   $700

146 Samaria, City Coinage, Neapolis. Philip I & Philip II. Æ 28 (19.65 g), AD 244-249. Jugate busts right 
of Philip I and Philip II, both laureate, draped and cuirassed. Rev: Marsyas standing right, holding 
wine skin and raising hand; before him, Nike standing facing, head left, supporting Mt. Gerizim sur-
mounted by temple complex. Meshorer -; Rosenberger -. Pale green and lighter contrasting patina. A 
lovely example and quite rare. Choice Very Fine.   $1,200

147 Samaria, City Coinage, Neapolis. Philip I. Æ 28 (16.70 g), AD 244-249. Laureate, draped and cui-
rassed bust of Philip I right. Rev: Marsyas standing left, holding wineskin over shoulder; to left, eagle 
standing facing with open wings, supporting Mt. Gerizim surmounted by temple complex. Meshorer 
-; Rosenberger III, 83; BMC 132. Very Rare. Mottled reddish-green patina. Very Fine.   $900



148 Samaria, City Coinage, Neapolis. Philip I & Philip II. Æ 27 (13.84 g), AD 244-249. Jugate busts right 
of Philip I and Philip II, both laureate, draped and cuirassed. Rev: Eagle standing facing with open 
wings, supporting Mt. Gerizim surmounted by temple complex. Meshorer -; Rosenberger -; SNG 
ANS 1020. Pleasing contrasting pale green patina. Choice Very Fine.   $800

149 Samaria, City Coinage, Neapolis. Philip I & Philip II. Æ 27, AD 244-249. Jugate busts right of Philip 
I and Philip II, both laureate, draped and cuirassed. Rev: Two Nikai holding wreath between them 
containing Mt. Gerizim surmounted by temple complex. Meshorer 140; Rosenberger III, 90. Mottled 
reddish-brown patina with tan highlights. Very Fine.   $800

150 Samaria, City Coinage, Neapolis. Philip II. Æ 29 (18.03 g), AD 247-249. Laureate, draped and cui-
rassed bust of Philip II right. Rev: Mt. Gerizim; below, she-wolf standing left, head right, suckling 
twins. Cf. Meshorer 145 City Coins of Eretz-Israel (Philip I); Rosenberger III 104. An outstanding 
example. Pale olive-green patina. Nearly Extremely Fine.   $1,200
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151 Samaria, City Coinage, Neapolis. Philip II. Æ 28 (15.20 g), AD 247-249. Laureate, draped and cui-
rassed bust of Philip II right. Rev: Marsyas standing right, holding wineskin over shoulder; to right, 
eagle standing facing with open wings, supporting Mt. Gerizim surmounted by temple complex. Cf. 
Meshorer 147 City-Coins of Eretz-Israel (Philip I); Rosenberger 84. Brown and pale green patina. An 
unusually choice example. About Extremely Fine.   $1,000

152 Samaria, City Coinage, Neapolis. Philip II. Æ 29 (15.05 g), AD 247-249. Radiate, draped and cui-
rassed bust of Philip II right. Rev: Two figures, on standing, the other seated beneath Mt. Gerizim 
surmounted by temple complex. Meshorer -; Rosenberger -; cf. BMC 133. Rare. Pleasing pale green 
and earthen patina. About Extremely Fine.   $800

153 Judaea, City Coinage, Aelia Capitolina (Jerusalem). Trajan Decius. Æ 29 (14.06 g), AD 249-251. Lau-
reate, draped and cuirassed bust of Trajan Decius right. Rev: Tyche standing left, holding small bust 
and scepter, being crowned by Nike on short column behind her; before her, aquila; kantharos at feet. 
Meshorer 152 Coinage of Aelia Capitolina ; SNG ANS -. Rare. Pale green and contrasting earthen 
patina. Finer than the Meshorer plate coin. About Extremely Fine.   $500

2x



ANCIENT NEAR EAST AND NORTH AFRICA

154 Achaemenid Empire. Gold Daric (8.34 g). Ca. 420-375 BC. Persian king in kneeling-running position 
r., wearing kidaris (crown) with four kandys (royal robe), holding spear with round rear terminal in r. 
hand and bow in left; quiver over shoulder. Rev: Rectangular incuse punch. Carradice Type III B; Sun-
rise 28. Nicely centered on an unusually round flan for this oval-shaped type. NGC graded Choice 
AU; Strike: 5/5, Surface: 4/5.    $2,500

155 Sasanian Kingdom. Ardashir I, Silver Drachm (4.23 g). AD 223/4-240. Bust right of the king, wearing 
diadem and close-fitting headdress with korymbos and no ear flaps. Rev:  Fire altar with flames and 
diadems. Sunrise 713-715. Göbl type III/2/2. Always in demand as the first Sasanian king. Lightly 
toned. Extremely Fine.   $500

Lovely Sasanian Gold Dinar of Shapur I

156 Sasanian Kingdom. Shapur I. Gold Dinar (7.56g), AD 240-272. Mint of Ctesiphon, ca. AD 260-272. 
Diademed bust of Shapur I right, wearing mural crown with korymbos. Reverse: Fire altar flanked by 
two attendants, each looking away from the fire and wearing mural crowns, single pellet below altar. 
Göbl type 21. Sunrise 739. Lustrous. Extremely Fine.  $4,000

2x



Wonderful Bagadat (Bayadad) Silver Tetradrachm
Early-mid 3rd century BC.

157 Kingdom of Persis. Bagadat (Bayadad). Silver Tetradrachm (16.63 g), Early-mid 3rd century BC. 
Head of Bagadat right, wearing kyrbasia with flaps tied behind. Rev: Bagadat worshipping before fire 
altar; to right, standard. Klose & Müseler 2/3; Alram 515. Well struck in high relief. Lightly toned. 
Extremely Fine.   $9,000 

 

2x



158 Kingdom of Baktria, Eukratides I, Silver Tetradrachm (17.02 g),171-145 BC. Helmeted, draped and 
diademed bust of the king to right. Rev: BASILEWSMEGALOUEUKRATIDOU Dioskouroi on rear-
ing horses right, monogram below. Lovely strike on a large broad flan. Interestingly, overstruck on an 
earlier type (shows clear signs of overstrike on the reverse between 9-12).  Bopearachchi Series 6E; 
SNG ANS 465; MIG 177ee. Superb Extremely Fine.   $2,500

 The modern city of Baghdad was named after this ruler.

159 Ptolemaic Kingdom. Ptolemy I Soter. Silver Tetradrachm (15.34 g), as King, 305-282 BC. Alexandria, 
intermediate weight issue, ca. 309-305 BC. Diademed head of the deified Alexander right, wearing 
elephant’s skin headdress. Rev: ALEXANDROU, Athena advancing right, brandishing spear held and 
holding forth shield; in right field, monogram, and eagle standing right on thunderbolt. Svoronos 107; 
SNG Copenhagen 25. NGC grade Ch XF; Strike: 5/5, Surface: 3/5. Graffiti.   $2,000 

 
A close boyhood friend of Alexander, Ptolemy, son of the Macedonian Lagus, became one of the conqueror’s most 
trusted generals and distinguished himself in the destruction of the Persian Empire. After Alexander’s death, he re-
ceived Egypt as his share of the inheritance and over the following four decades he created a stable and prosperous 
kingdom. For the first eighteen years of his rule he was officially only ‘satrap’ of Egypt, but in 305 B.C. he took the 
title of ‘king’ along with several other ‘successors’ of Alexander. Twenty years later, he associated his son, Ptolemy 
II, with him as co-ruler, and in 283 B.C. he died peacefully in his bed, the only one of the Diadochi to do so. Most of 
our knowledge of the life of Alexander is derived from a history written by Ptolemy. The work itself is now lost, but 
it was the main source for the Roman historian Arrian’s History of Alexander and the Indike, an account of India.  
From the Northern California Collection. Acquired from Palladium Numismatics, 1994.
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Fine Style Askalon Tetradrachm of Ptolemy IV

160 Ptolemaic Kingdom. Ptolemy IV Philopator. Silver Tetradrachm (13.79 g), 222-205/4 BC. Askalon, 
RY 4 (219/8 BC). Jugate draped busts of Zeus-Ammon and Isis right. Rev: BASILEWS PTOLE−
MAIOU, eagle standing left on thunderbolt, head right, cornucopiae on shoulder; in left field, AS; in 
right field, date (L D). CPE 941; Landvatter 103 (same dies.); SNG Copenhagen suppl. 1287. Toned. 
NGC grade Ch XF; Strike: 5/5, Surface: 3/5. Fine style.   $7,500

161 Cyrenaica, Cyrene. Gold 1/10 Stater (0.83 g), ca. 331-322 BC. Jason, magistrate. Head of Kyrene 
right. Rev: Head of Apollo Karneios left; behind, magistrate’s name: [IA]. Naville 44 (same dies); 
SNG Copenhagen –; BMC 142 (same dies). Choice Very Fine.   $500

162 Zeugitania, Carthage. Electrum Stater (7.55 g), ca. 310-290 BC. Head of Tanit left, wreathed with 
grain ears, wearing triple-pendant earring and necklace; before neck, pellet. Rev: Horse standing right 
on ground line with four pellets. Jenkins & Lewis grp. V, 269 (uncertain dies); MAA 12; SNG Copen-
hagen 1236. NGC grade Ch XF; Strike: 5/5, Surface: 3/5.   $4,000 

 
Ex Dr. Michael Popoff Collection; Coin Galleries (12 November 1986), 8.

2x 2x
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Magnificent Carthagian Gold Trihemistater, ca. 260 BC

163 Zeugitana, Carthage, Gold Trihemistater (12.46g), (c. 260 B.C.). Head of Tanit facing to left, wearing 
a wreath with corn-sprays and a leaf, a triple-pendant earring and a necklace. Rev: Horse standing to 
right, its head turned back to face to left (Jenkins & Lewis, Group IX, 394-2, pl. 18 (this coin); Gul-
benkian 384 (this obverse die); SNG Copenhagen 181). Excellent style, lustrous. Extremely Fine.    
 $25,000 

 
This coin published in Carthagian Gold and Electrum Coins, G.K. Jenkins & R.B. Lewis (1963); 394-2, illustrated on pl.18. 
 
Ex. Prospero Collection, New York Sale XXVII, 4 January 2012, lot 641.
Ex. R.B. Lewis Collection. Purchased from Spink & Son Ltd, London, 11 August 1983.
Ex The Tunis Hoard (1948).
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ROMAN REPUBLIC

164 Anonymous. Silver Didrachm (7.02 g), ca. 280 BC. Neapolis. Helmeted head of Mars left; behind, 
oak-spray. Rev: [RO]MANO, horse’s head right, on base; behind, grain ear. Crawford 13/1; Syden-
ham 1; Sear 22; RSC 4; HN Italy 266. Dark natural patina. Very Rare. NGC grade Ch VF; Strike: 
5/5, Surface: 3/5. Fine Style.   $2,000

165 Anonymous. Silver Quadrigatus (6.50 g), circa 225-212 BC.. Laureate youthful head of Janus. Rev: 
ROMA in incuse letters on tablet. Jupiter, holding scepter and thunderbolt, standing in quadriga, gal-
loping to r., driven by Victory. Crawford. 28/3; Sydenham. 64. Sharply struck, a little off-centered on 
the obverse, on a nice smooth flan. Lustrous surfaces. Superb Extremely Fine.   $1,000

2x 2x
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Wonderful Pedigree ‘Social War’ AR Denarius

166 Social War. Coinage of the Marsic Confederation. Silver Denarius (3.73 g), 90-88 BC. Corfinium, 
90 BC. ITALIA (Oscan), Laureate head of Italia left, wearing single drop earring and pearl necklace. 
Rev: Oath-taking scene; in exergue, L (Oscan). Campana 68; Sydenham 621; RBW -; HN Italy 408. 
NGC grade AU; Strike: 5/5, Surface: 2/5.   $4,000 

 
Ex E.E. Clain-Stefanelli Collection; General A. L. Bertier de la Garde Collection; British Museum Duplicate (Naville V, 18 
June 1923), 128.

167 C. Piso L.f. Frugi. Silver Denarius (3.70 g), ca. 67 BC. Head of Apollo r. hair tied with taenia, aplustre 
behind. Rev: Nude horseman galloping to r. carrying long palm tied with fillet over shoulder; C PISO 
L DFD FRVG, with S below. Craw. 408/1a; Syd. 851; RSC Calpurnia 24. Incredible strike on a nice 
broad flan from fresh dies and in very high relief. Intensely lustrous with old cabinet toning. Mint 
State.   $750 

 
Ex Leu Numismatik AG, Sale 77, May 12, 2000, lot 465.
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168 M. Aemilius Scaurus and Pub. Plautius Hypsaeus. Silver Denarius (4.00 g), 58 BC. Rome. M SCAVR 
/ AED CVR in two lines above, EX S C across field, REX ARETAS in exergue, the Nabatean king 
Aretas kneeling to right, extending olive-branch and holding reins, before camel standing right. Rev: P 
HVPSAE / AED CVR in two lines above, CAPTV to right, C HVPSAE COS / PREIVE in two lines in 
exergue, Jupiter driving quadriga left; below horses’ forelegs, scorpion. Hendin 1441 this coin illus.  
and GBC 4, 740 (this coin illus.); Crawford 422/1b; Sydenham 913; Aemilia 8. Beautifully toned. 
Superb Extremely Fine.   $350 

 
During the first century, it was normal for a moneyer to highlight some important event from his family’s past. This was 
because for the Roman aristocracy an illustrious past was extremely important for advancing one’s political career. Here, 
however, M. Aemilius has deviated from the norm, depicting an event from his own career, the first such instance in Roman 
coinage. While serving as Governor of Syria, Scaurus invaded Nabataea, laying waste much of its territory. Although he 
was unable to conquer king Aretas’ stronghold, through an intermediary he was able to convince Aretas to pay a substantial 
bribe (300 talents) for him to desist. As the event is presented on the coin one would think that the Nabataeans were soundly 
defeated and that Aretas begged for mercy, but this is mere propagandistic opportunism on the part of Scaurus.Unlike the 
obverse, the reverse follows tradition by commemorating a past deed of the moneyer, recalling that it was his ancestor, the 
consul Gaius Hypsaeus, who captured the Volscian town of Privernum.

Ex David Hendin Collection.

169 M. Aemilius Scaurus and Pub. Plautius Hypsaeus. Silver Denarius (3.90 g), 58 BC. Rome. M SCAVR 
above, EX S C across field, AED CVR in exergue, the Nabatean king Aretas kneeling to right, ex-
tending olive-branch and holding reins, before camel standing right. Rev: P HVPSAEVS / AED CVR 
in two lines above, CAPTVM to right, C HVPSAE COS / PREIVER in two lines in exergue, Jupiter 
driving quadriga left. Hendin 1442 (this coin illus.); Crawford 422/1a; Sydenham 912; Aemilia 9. 
Beautiful old cabinet tone. Extremely Fine.   $300 

 
Ex David Hendin Collection.

170 A. Plautius. Silver Denarius (3.80 g), 55 BC. Rome. A PLAVTIVS AED CVR S C, turreted head of 
Cybele right. Rev: BACCHIVS in exergue, IVDAEVS to right, Bacchius kneeling right beside cam-
el, holding forth olive branch. Hendin 1443; Hendin GBC 4, 741 (this coin illus.); Crawford 431/1; 
Sydenham 932; Plautia 13. Beautifully toned. Extremely Fine.   $400 

 
Ex David Hendin Collection.
Ex British Museum, La Garde and Clain-Stefanelli Collections
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171 Q. Pompeius Rufus. Silver Denarius (3.76 g), 54 BC. Rome. Q POM RVFI before, RVFVS COS be-
hind, bare head of the consul Q. Pompeius Rufus right. Rev: SVLLA COS, bare head of Sulla right. 
Crawford 434/1; Sydenham 908; Pompeia 4. Very scarce. Pleasing uniform antique grey toning. NGC 
grade Ch XF; Strike: 5/5, Surface: 4/5.   $5,000 

 
The portrait of Sulla on this coin is the only known portrait of the infamous Roman dictator. The moneyer was his grandson, 
and although the coin was struck a quarter century after the dictator’s death, the portrait of Sulla was almost certainly mod-
eled on a bust or death mask to which the moneyer would have had access.

Ex Apostolo Zeno Collection, pt. II (Dorotheum, 6 June 1956), 2755.

172 C. Vibius Varus. Silver Denarius (3.86 g), 42 BC. Rome. Laureate and bearded head of Hercules 
right. Rev: C VIBIVC VARVS, Minerva standing right, holding spear and Victory; shield at her side. 
Crawford 494/37; HCRI 193; Sydenham 1139; Vibia 23. Fantastic style with a wonderful portrait of 
Hercules. Lovely old cabinet tone. Extremely Fine.   $4,500 

 
Ex NAC 70 (16 May 2013), 174
Ex NAC 9 (16 April 1996) 754
Ex Sternberg XXIV (19 November 1990), 223.
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ROMAN IMPERATORIAL COINAGE

Metellus Scipio, Caesar’s Final Nemesis

173 Q. Caecilius Metellus Pius Scipio. Silver Denarius (3.94 g), 47-46 BC. Utica. P. Licinius Crassus 
Junianus, legatus pro praetore. Q METEL PIVS SCIPIO IMP, The lion-headed Genius of Africa 
(Sekhmet) standing facing, holding ankh; above, G T-A (Genius Tutelaris Africae). Rev: P CRASSVS 
IVN LEG PRO P R, Victory standing left, holding winged caduceus and small round shield. Crawford 
460/4; HCRI 43; Sydenham 1050; RSC 51. Rare.  Lightly toned. NGC grade Ch VF*; Strike: 4/5, 
Surface: 4/5.   $7,000 

 
After Pompey’s defeat by Caesar at Pharsalus (Greece) in 48 and then his subsequent murder, his followers gathered in Africa 
and several of them struck coinage on their own account. One of them was Metellus Scipio who produced five issues; one 
alone, three others with the legate Junianus as here and the fifth with M. Eppius. It is uncertain whether his use of IMP on all 
of them indicated that he had actually been hailed as imperator by his troops or was meant to justify his coinage.  It was Me-
tellus Scipio who disclosed to Cicero the Cataline conspiracy, was consul with Pompey in 52, and governor of Seleucia in 49. 
He commanded the center line of Pompey’s army at Pharsalus, after which he fled to Africa and formed an alliance with Juba, 
King of Numidia. Metellus Scipio was a Cornelius Scipio who was adopted into the Caecilius clan and was therefore related 
to Scipio Africanus who defeated Hannibal at Zama in 202 and won the Second Punic War. He appeared to believe that the 
cognomen Scipio (scepter) held some power. All of his coinage, filled with symbols of hoped-for victory, is pathetically true 
to its author’s belief in the ‘felix et invictum Scipionum nomen’ (per Seutonius: ‘the good luck and invincibility of the name 
Scipio’). This belief was overcome by the greater felicitas of Caesar, who defeated him at Thapsus (Tunisia) in BC 46. 
 
Ex W. F. Stoecklin Collection, acquired from MMAG prior to 1975.
Ex NFA XII

174 Julius Caesar. Silver Denarius (3.83 g), 44 BC. Rome. C. Cossutius Maridianus, moneyer. CAESAR 
before, PARENS PATRIAE behind, wreathed and veiled head of Julius Caesar right; behind, apex; 
below chin, lituus. Rev: C COSSVTIVS MARID-IANVS arranged in the form of a cross with A-A-
A-F F in the four angles. Crawford 480/19; HCRI 112; Sydenham 1069; RSC 8. Untoned. NGC grade 
AU; Strike: 4/5, Surface: 4/5.   $5,000 

 
The abbreviation A A A F F (quattuorvir aere argento auro flando feriundo) that appears on the reverse of this coin is the first 
occurrence of the complete title of the moneyer on a coin. 
 
Ex NFA XII (23 March 1983), 130.
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Exceptional Julius Caesar Trinarcus Denarius

175 Julius Caesar. Silver Denarius (3.65 g), 43 BC. Sicily (Lylibaion?). A. Allienus, proconsul. C CAE-
SAR IMP COS ITER, diademed and draped bust of Venus right. Rev: A ALLIENVS [P]RO COS, 
Trinacrus standing left, resting foot on prow, holding triskeles and cloak. Crawford 457/1; HCRI 54; 
Sydenham 1022; RSC 1.Rare. NGC grade Ch XF*; Strike: 4/5, Surface: 5/5.   $12,500 

 
This very rare type was minted when Caesar stopped over in Sicily in late 47 BC while preparing for his assault on Pompeian 
forces in North Africa. Aulus Allienus, Caesar’s proconsul of Sicily, is named as the issuer. The reverse shows Trinacrus, a 
son of Neptune, whose name probably derives from an alternate name of Sicily, Trinacria (“three cornered land”). Though 
minted in relatively small quantities, these coins saw heavy circulation, as most surviving examples display considerable 
wear. This specimen, displaying almost no wear, is surely among the finest surviving examples.

Ex NFA XII

176 Julius Caesar. Silver Denarius (3.65 g), 43 BC. Rome. L. Flaminius Chilo, moneyer. Laureate head 
of Julius Caesar right. Rev: Pax standing facing, head left, holding caduceus and scepter. Crawford 
485/1; HCRI 113; Sydenham 1089; RSC 26. NGC grade Ch XF; Strike: 5/5, Surface: 3/5. Fine 
style.   $7,500 

 
Ex SKA Bern 17 (September 1975), 147; Bourgey (5 December 1907), 117.
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177 Mark Antony & Octavian. Silver Denarius (3.78 g), 41 BC. Ephesus. M. Barbatius Pollio, quaestor 
pro praetore. M ANT I(MP) (AV)G III VIR R P C M BARBAT Q P, bare head of Mark Antony right. 
Rev: CAESAR IMP PONT III VIR R P C, bare head of Octavian right. Crawford 517/2; HCRI 243; 
Sydenham 1181; RSC 8a. Perfectly centered and well struck. Lovely old cabinet tone. Superb Ex-
tremely Fine.   $3,500 

 
Mark Antony is reported to have lived extravagantly while in the East, and he exacted large sums from the cities of Asia 
Minor to finance this lifestyle. It is certainly from these funds where he obtained the bullion to produce this extensive and 
handsome coinage, struck with the name of his lieutenant M. Barbatius Pollio. Pollio’s colleagues, M. Cocceius Nerva (a 
distant ancestor of the future emperor Nerva) and L. Gellius Poplicola, also struck similar types honoring both Antony’s fel-
low triumvir, Octavian and his brother, Lucius Antony, but the majority are of a different style and are believed to have been 
struck after Antony’s departure from Ephesus.

Superb Cistophorus of Mark Antony and Octavia

178 Mark Antony & Octavia. Silver Cistophorus (11.88 g), 39 BC. Ephesus. M ANTONIVS IMP COS 
DESIG ITER ET TERT, head of Antony right, wearing ivy wreath, lituus below; all within wreath 
of ivy and flowers. Rev: III VIR R P C, draped bust of Octavia right above cista, flanked by coiled 
snakes. RPC 2201; HCRI 262; Sydenham 1197; RSC 2. Beautiful old cabinet toning. NGC grade 
XF*; Strike: 5/5, Surface: 4/5.   $2,500
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ROMAN IMPERIAL COINAGE

Handsome Gold Aureus of Augustus

179 Augustus. Gold Aureus (7.92 g) 27 BC - 14 AD. Mint of Lugdunum (Lyons), struck 15-12 BC. 
AVGVSTVS DIVI F, Bare head of Augustus right. Rev: Bull butting right, IMP X in ex. (RIC 166a, 
Bahrfeldt 201, BM 450, Calicó 212, Cohen 136, BMCRE 450; Giard, Lyon 18, pl IX). Accompanied 
by a certificate of Authenticity by David Sear and an ANACS photo certificate. Boldly struck on a nice 
broad flan. We note a small mark in the field behind the neck of Augustus. Extremely Fine.

   $7,000

180 Augustus. Gold Aureus (7.85 g), 27 BC-AD 14. Lugdunum, 2 BC-AD 12. CAESAR AVGVSTVS 
DIVI F PATER PATRIAE, laureate head of Augustus right. Rev: AVGVSTI F COS DESIG PRINC 
IVVENT, Caius and Lucius Caesars standing facing, shields and spears between them; above, be-
tween the spears, simpulum and lituus turned inwards: C L CAESARES in exergue. RIC 206; Lyon 
81; BN 1648-50; BMC 513-8; Calicó 176a. NGC grade AU; Strike: 5/5, Surface: 3/5, Marks.    
 $7,500 

 
Ex Künker 42 (12 March 1998), 3054.
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181 Augustus, with Tiberius, Caesar. Silver Denarius (3.70 g), 27 BC-AD 14. Lugdunum, AD 13/4. CAE-
SAR AVGVSTVS DIVI F PATER PATRIAE, laureate head of Augustus right. Rev: TI CAESAR AVG 
F TR POT XV, bare head of Tiberius right. RIC 226; Lyon 88; BN 1682-4; BMC 507; RSC 2. Toned. 
Very Fine.   $1,000

Fantastic Quality Caius Silver Denarius

182 Caius. Silver Denarius (3.70 g), Caesar, 20 BC-AD 4. Uncertain mint, ca. 17 BC. CA-ES-AR, bare 
head of Caius right within oak wreath. Rev: AVGVSTVS, candelabrum ornamented with rams’ heads; 
all within wreath entwined with bucrania and patera. RIC 540; BMC 684; RSC 2. Boldly struck in 
high relief, excellent metal and attractively toned. Superb Extremely Fine.   $10,000 

 
The portrait on this enigmatic issue was originally attributed by Cohen to Caius Caesar, the grandson and, along with his 
younger brother Lucius, adoptive co-heir of Augustus. Mattingly however, in RIC 1 (1st ed.) identified the portrait as being 
of Augustus. The youthful features do not resemble those of Rome’s first citizen, and the fact that the coin was struck the 
same year that Augustus elevated his grandsons as his heirs suggests that the portrait indeed represents the elder grandson.

2x 2x
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Impressive Mint State Tiberius Gold Aureus

183 Tiberius. Gold Aureus (7.82 g) AD 14-37. Mint of Lugudnum. TI CAESAR DIVI AVG F AVGVST-
VS, laureate head facing right. Rev: PONTIF MAXIM, Female figure (Livia?) seated right, holding 
a sceptre and a branch (RIC 29; BMC 46; Calicó 305c). A superb example, fully lustrous and struck 
on a broad flan, excellent portrait, a simply superb example. NGC graded MS*, Strike 5/5 Surface 
4/5.   $15,000

184 Tiberius. Gold Aureus (7.74 g), AD 14-37. ‘Tribute Penny’ type. Lugdunum, AD 15-18. TI CAESAR 
DIVI AVG F AVGVSTVS, laureate head of Tiberius right. Rev: PONTIF MAXIM, Livia, as Pax, 
seated right on chair with plain legs, holding scepter and olive branch. RIC 25; Lyon 143; BN 13-5; 
BMC 30-3; Calicó 305d. NGC grade Ch XF; Strike: 5/5, Surface: 4/5.   $7,500
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185 Tiberius. Gold Aureus (7.78 g), AD 14-37. ‘Tribute Penny’ type. Lugdunum, AD 18-35. TI CAESAR 
DIVI AVG F AVGVSTVS, laureate head of Tiberius right. Rev: PONTIF MAXIM, Livia, as Pax, 
seated right on chair with ornate legs, holding scepter and olive branch. RIC 29; Lyon 151; BN 32; 
BMC 47; Biaggi 170; Calicó 305a. NGC grade XF; Strike: 5/5, Surface: 3/5. Scratches.   $5,000

186 Tiberius. Silver Denarius (3.83 g), AD 14-37. Lugdunum, AD 15/6. TI CAESAR DIVI AVG F 
AVGVSTVS, laureate head of Tiberius right. Rev: TR POT XVII around, IMP VII in exergue, Tibe-
rius, holding olive branch and eagle-tipped scepte, driving slow quadriga right. RIC 4; Lyon 122; BN 
5-8; BMC 7-11; RSC 48. Choice Very Fine.   $1,000
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Pedigreed Nero Claudius Drusus Aureus,
brother of Tiberius and father of Claudius

187 Nero Claudius Drusus. Gold Aureus (7.82 g), died 9 BC. Lugdunum, under Claudius, AD 41/2. NERO 
CLAVDIVS DRVSVS GERMANICVS IMP, laureate head of Nero Claudius Drusus left. Rev: DE 
/ GERM above and on architrave, triumphal arch surmounted by equestrian statue between two tro-
phies. RIC 69; BN 95; BMC 95; CNR 2/3 (this coin); Calicó 315. NGC grade Ch XF; Strike: 5/5, 
Surface: 4/5.   $20,000 

 
Nero Claudius Drusus was the son of Livia and the senator Tiberius Claudius Nero. Before he was born his parents divorced 
so that Augustus could marry his mother. Unlike his older brother, the future emperor Tiberius whom Augustus disliked, the 
emperor doted on his younger stepson. In 13 BC Drusus was sent to govern Gaul, and while there he repelled an attack by 
a tribe of Germans who had invaded the province. Most of the following years until his death were spent on campaigns in 
German territory. First, he crossed the Rhine frontier and penetrated as far as the North Sea, subduing the Frisii. The follow-
ing years saw him engaged against various confederations of the Chatti, Sicambri and Marcomanni. He died tragically in 9 
BC from injuries he sustained when he fell from his horse while on campaign fighting the Marcomanni.The Arch of Drusus 
that appears on the reverse of this coin and which commemorated his campaigns in Germania has not survived. Its precise 
location is not known, but it was on the Appian way. 
 
Ex Nelson Bunker Hunt Collection, pt. IV (Sotheby’s, New York, 20 June 1991), 686;
Ex J. H. Barnes Collection (Sotheby’s, London, 26 June 1974), 5.

188 Nero Claudius Drusus. Silver Denarius (3.74 g), died 9 BC. Lugdunum, under Claudius, AD 41/2. 
NERO CLAVDIVS DRVSVS GERMANICVS IMP, laureate head of Nero Claudius Drusus left. Rev: 
DE / GERM above and on architrave, triumphal arch surmounted by equestrian statue between two 
trophies. RIC 70; BN 3; BMC 97; RSC 2. Very Rare. NGC grade XF; Strike: 5/5, Surface: 3/5.    
 $2,500

Ex O’Hagan Collection, Sotheby’s 1908

3x

2x 2x



189 Antonia Minor, patriarch of the Claudians, Gold Aureus (7.73 g), Augusta, AD 37 and 41. Rome, un-
der Claudius, ca. AD 41-45. ANTONIA AVGVSTA, draped bust of Antonia right, wreathed with ears. 
Rev: CONSTANTIAE AVGVSTI, Antonia, as Constantia, standing facing, holding long torch and 
cornucopia. RIC 65; BN 12; BMC 109; Calicó 318. Extremely Rare.  NGC grade Ch VF; Strike: 
5/5, Surface: 3/5. Edge cut.   $15,000 

 
Antonia was the younger daughter of Mark Antony and Octavia in 36 BC. In either 18 or 16 BC, she married Nero Claudius 
Drusus, to whom she bore three children: Germanicus, Livilla and Claudius. Although initially honored with the title of Au-
gusta by her grandson, Caligula, she eventually fell out of favor with him, committing suicide in AD 37 possibly as a result. 
Her son Claudius reconfirmed the title on her posthumously in AD 41. 
 
Ex Hirsch 193 (19 February 1997), 26;
Ex H. Osborne O’Hagan Collection (Sotheby, Wilkinson & Hodge, 17 July 1908), 78.

190 Claudius. Gold Aureus (7.77 g), AD 41-54. Rome, AD 50/1. TI CLAVD CAESAR AVG P M TR P 
X IMP P P, laureate head of Claudius right. Rev: PACI AVGVSTAE, Pax-Nemesis advancing right, 
pointing winged caduceus at serpent before, and holding out fold of drapery at neck. RIC 51; BMC 
61; Calicó 383. NGC grade VF; Strike: 5/5, Surface: 3/5. Marks.   $5,000 

 
This fine aureus of Claudius minted in AD 50/1 features on the reverse the figure of the winged goddess Nemesis with a 
serpent at her feet. Nemesis was associated with the concept of righteous retribution. As the type occurs regularly on the 
precious metal coinage of this reign, it was clearly intended to symbolize a fundamental aspect of the emperor’s personal 
policy. Doubtless, it was this idea that was invoked as a justification for the invasion and conquest of Britain commencing in 
AD 43 and perhaps also for the execution of his wife Messalina half a decade later.

3x

2x



1910 J. Hirsh Pedigree

191 Nero. Gold Aureus (7.27 g), AD 54-68. Rome, ca. AD 66/7. IMP NERO CAESAR AVGVSTVS, lau-
reate head of Nero right. Rev: SALVS in exergue, Salus seated left, holding patera. RIC 66; BN 236; 
BMC 94; Calicó 445. Superb details, excellent style. Boscoreale patina. NGC grade AU; Strike: 5/5, 
Surface: 3/5. Scratch.   $12,500 

 
Ex J. Hirsch XXVI (24 May 1910), 677.

192 Nero. Æ Sestertius (27.76 g), AD 54-68. Lugdunum, AD 65. NERO CLAVD CAESAR AVG GER 
P M TR P IMP P P, laureate head of Nero right. Rev: S C across field, statuary group of the emperor 
in quadriga flanked by Victory and Pax atop triumphal arch; at cornices, soldiers or torch bearers; in 
side niche of arch, statue of Mars holding spear. RIC 392; WCN 410; Lyon 70; BN 77; BMC 329. A 
stunning example. Glossy reddish-green patina. Extremely Fine.   $5,000

2x

2x



193 Otho. Silver Denarius (3.22 g), AD 69. Rome. IMP M OTHO CAESAR AVG TR P, bare head of 
Otho right. Rev: VICTORIA OTHONIS, Victory advancing right, holding wreath and palm. RIC 14; 
BN 19; BMC 22; RSC 27. Wonderful bold portrait. Edge a bit rough. Rarely seen this choice. Toned. 
Extremely Fine.   $3,000 

 
Ex Gemini XII (11 January 2015), 352;
Ex Gemini IX (8 January 2012), 268;
Ex Monetarium 60 (1993), 99.
Ex Mazzini Collection

2x 2x

Lot 194
3x



194 Vitellius. Gold Aureus (7.29 g), AD 69. Rome. A VITELLIVS GERM IMP AVG TR P, laureate head 
of Vitellius right. Rev: CONCOR-DIA PR, Concordia seated left, holding patera and cornucopiae. 
RIC 89; BN 51; BMC 8; Mazzini 17 (this coin); Calicó 542. Very Rare. NGC grade Ch VF; Strike: 
5/5, Surface: 3/5. Graffito.   $20,000 

 
Vitellius was made Governor of Lower Germany by Galba. When the legions became disaffected from Galba’s austere and 
strict rule, they renounced their allegiance to him and hailed Vitellius as emperor. Vitellius at first refused the imperial title, but 
he did take the name Germanicus and pledged to lead the revolt. Shortly thereafter the provinces of Britain, Gaul and Spain de-
fected to him. Meanwhile in Rome, Galba had been murdered and Otho installed as the new emperor by the Praetorian Guard.  
 
Otho offered to share the emperorship with Vitellius, but the latter, whose forces were already marching on 
Rome, refused. A decisive engagement, the Battle of Bedriacum, was fought between the two sides in the vicin-
ity between Cremona and Verona, and Vitellius’s forces were victorious. Despite losing at Bedriacum, Otho per-
haps could still have won the war - he had the support of the formidable legions of Dalmatia, Moesia and Pannonia, 
as well as both the Praetorian Guard and the Roman fleet - but instead chose to avoid civil war by committing suicide.  
 
Once in Rome the Senate decreed Vitellius the usual imperial honors. The historians Suetonius, Tacitus and Dio Cassius do 
not record much positive about Vitellius’s short reign, but he did implement some worthwhile and lasting changes (for in-
stance, he accepted equites into the offices of imperial administration whereas before they had been open only to freedmen). 
Overall, though, his reign was irresolute, and Vitellius himself is described as lazy and self-indulgent. 
 
Ex Gorny & Mosch 224 (13 October 2014), 473 (hammer: EUR 20,000);
Ex Giuseppe Mazzini (1883–1961) Collection, Vol. 1 (Milan 1957), p. 180, pl. LXIV, 17.

195 Vitellius. Silver Denarius (3.29 g), AD 69. Rome. A VITELLIVS GERM IMP AVG TR P, laureate 
head of Vitellius right. Rev: XV VIR SACR FAC, tripod with covered vessel; below, raven standing 
right; above, dolphin to right. RIC 109; BN 77; BMC 39; RSC 111. Attractive old cabinet toning. 
NGC grade Ch AU; Strike: 4/5, Surface: 4/5. Fine style.   $4,000

2x

2x 2x



Hamburger 1928 Pedigree

196 Vitellius. Silver Denarius (3.32 g), AD 69. Rome. A VITELLIVS GERM IMP TR P, laureate head of 
Vitellius right. Rev: XV VIR SACR FAC, tripod with covered vessel; below, raven standing right; 
above, dolphin to right. RIC 109; BN 77; BMC 39; RSC 111. Pleasing old cabinet tone. NGC grade 
VF; Strike: 5/5, Surface: 4/5.   $1,750 

 
Ex Prinz Philipp von Sachsen Coburg Gotha Collection (L. Hamburger, 20 February 1928), 449.

2x 2x
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4x



Exceedingly Rare Gold Aureus of Vespasian and Titus
struck in Alexandria, 70 CE

197 Vespasian, with Titus, as Caesar. Gold Aureus (7.69 g), AD 69-79. Minted in Alexandria, Egypt after 
the fall of Jerusalem, AD 70. IMP CAESAR VESPASIANVS AVG, laureate head of Vespasian right. 
Rev: IMP T FLAVIVS CAESAR AVG F, laureate head of Titus right. RIC 1528; BN 314; BMC 496; 
RPC 1906.5 (this coin); Calicó 711. Extremely Rare. Luster present. Superb Extremely Fine.    
 $50,000 

 
In June of AD 69, Vespasian, the Roman commander of the ongoing repression of the Jewish Revolt had delegated
 the siege of Jerusalem to his son, Titus, so that he could proceed to Rome and claim the disputed impe-
rial purple for himself. He advanced to gyptian Alexandria in order to take ship to Rome, but was pre-
vented from immediate departure by storms. Vespasian was still in Alexandria in December of AD 69, 
when he learned that his rival Vitellius had been defeated and that the Senate recognized him as Augustus.  
 
The new emperor remained in the city well into AD 70, in order to solidify his support at the source of Rome’s grain supply 
and to quell a revolt that erupted due to a series of unfavorable tax reforms. In an effort to recoup financial losses incurred by 
the treasury during the Year of the Four Emperors, Vespasian imposed a variety of taxes, the most odious of which was the 
vectigal urinae, a urine tax on public toilets. Even Titus is said to have thought this tax was taking things a little too far, but 
when he complained to his father, Vespasian is said to have told him to smell the money collected from the tax, noting that 
it did not stink even though it was derived from urine. Nevertheless, the new taxation regime caused disturbances in Alex-
andria and briefly halted grain shipments to Rome. Vespasian’s settling of the problem as well as rumors that he was blessed 
by the Egyptian gods and had miraculous healing powers added to his public image as a savior of the Rome and the Empire.  
 
Vespasian had reached Rome by the middle of AD 70 and on August 30 of the same year Titus captured and destroyed Jerusa-
lem, thereby ending the Jewish Revolt for all intents and purposes. After a period of celebratory traveling through Syria and a 
diplomatic meeting with Vologases I, the king of the Parthian Empire, Titus followed his father to Alexandria in order to sail 
for Rome. However, he caused some concern when he visited Memphis and wore a traditional diadem to consecrate the sa-
cred Apis bull. The wearing of the diadem smacked of kingship and resulted in suspicion that he might rebel against his father. 
 
The present aureus, which features wonderfully veristic portraits of Vespasian and Titus was undoubtedly struck in 
Alexandria when the victorious Titus was present in AD 70 waiting to return to Rome, if not already when Vespa-
sian had stayed in the city. Titus was proclaimed Caesar by the Senate at the same time that his father was recognized 
as Augustus. On both occasions it would have been necessary to strike gold and silver coins to cement the loyalty of 
the Alexandrian elite and especially the legions stationed there. In the aftermath of the conquest of Judaea, Titus also 
would have been distributing celebratory largesse, some of which was probably struck from the spoils of Jerusalem.  
 
While Titus was in Alexandria, one wonders whether the double portrait type of this coin may have fueled the reported ru-
mors claiming that he planned revolt against his father. The types depict Vespasian and Titus as virtual equals, both wearing 
the laurel wreath typical of emperors and the only indicator that Titus was not a full equal comes at the end of his titulature. 
Whereas Vespasian is AVG (Augustus), Titus is merely AVG F (filius Augusti, i.e., “son of the Augustus”). The fact that only 
a single letter stood in the way of rebellion may have been worrying to those who had just lived through the chaos of the Year 
of the Four Emperors, but they need not have been concerned. However, here the double portraits were really intended to 
advertise a new Flavian dynastic stability in order to allay fears of the disintegration of authority that had followed the suicide 
of the childless Nero. As history would bear out, Titus was extremely loyal to his father. 
 
Ex Hess-Divo 311 (22 October 2008), 527;
Ex Ferruccio Bolla Collection (Tkalec/Astarte, 28 February 2007), 23;
Ex MMAG XXVIII (19 June 1964), 306.

2x 2x



Finest Style Judaea Capta Gold Aureus

198 Vespasian. Gold Aureus (7.05 g), AD 69-79. ‘Judaea Capta’ type. Lugdunum mint, AD 69/70. - The 
exceptional portrait and reverse details, point to Lugdunum as the mint of issue. IMP CAESAR VES-
PASIANVS AVG, laureate head of Vespasian right. Rev: IVDAEA in exergue, Jewess seated right, 
head resting on hand in attitude of mourning; behind, trophy. Hendin 1464; RIC 1; BMC 31-4; Calicó 
643. Boldly struck and well centered. Some scrapes and scattered light marks hardly detract from the 
high quality of this exceptional example. Very Rare. Extremely Fine.   $35,000 

 
The first coin of the standard ‘Judaea Capta’ series. In the ‘Judaea Capta’ coinage, the seated personified Judaea evokes 
the iconographic language of the defeated and degraded prisoner. The conquered province type has its own set of gestures 
expressing a mournful or abject context, which are derived from Roman funerary iconography. They include an attitude 
formed by the resting of the chin in the hand, a pose that evokes pensiveness, uncertainty, and grief with overtones of 
repentance or lamentation. Additionally, the mourner is shown with hunched shoulders, and a bowed and covered head. 
The depiction of the personified province recollects the Biblical description of the besieged Jerusalem by the prophet Isa-
iah (ca. 700 BCE): “For Jerusalem is ruined, and Judah is fallen… Thy men shall fall by the sword and thy mighty in 
the war. And her gates shall lament and mourn, and she, being desolate, shall sit upon the ground” (Isaiah 3:8-9; 25-26). 
 
The imposing military trophy standing to the left of the picture looms over the back of the vanquished Judaea, taunting the 
humiliated figure, re-enforcing the fact that the weapons used to resist Rome are now spoils to the victors; they no longer 
hold power.

199 Vespasian. Gold Aureus (6.96 g), AD 69-79. Judaea Capta issue. Rome, AD 69/70. IMP CAESAR 
VESPASIANVS AVG, laureate head of Vespasian right. Rev: IVDAEA in exergue, Jewess seated 
right, head resting on hand in attitude of mourning; behind, trophy. Hendin 1464; RIC 1; BMC 31-4; 
Calicó 643. Even wear. Pleasing Fine.   $5,000 

 
First coin of the standard ‘Judaea Capta’ series. In the ‘Judaea Capta’ coinage, the seated personified Judaea evokes the 
iconographic language of the defeated and degraded prisoner. The conquered province type has its own set of gestures ex-
pressing a mournful or abject context, which are derived from Roman funerary iconography. They include an attitude formed 
by the resting of the chin in the hand, a pose that evokes pensiveness, uncertainty, and grief with overtones of repentance or 
lamentation. Additionally, the mourner is shown with hunched shoulders, and a bowed and covered head. The depiction of 
the personified province recollects the Biblical description of the besieged Jerusalem by the prophet Isaiah (ca. 700 BCE): 
“For Jerusalem is ruined, and Judah is fallen… Thy men shall fall by the sword and thy mighty in the war. And her gates shall 
lament and mourn, and she, being desolate, shall sit upon the ground” (Isaiah 3:8-9; 25-26).The imposing military trophy 
standing to the left of the picture looms over the back of the vanquished Judaea, taunting the humiliated figure, re-enforcing 
the fact that the weapons used to resist Rome are now spoils to the victors; they no longer hold power.

Ex Mel Wacks Collection; Purchased from Jacques Schulman, Amsterdam, ca. 1960s.
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200 Vespasian. Æ As (10.15 g), AD 69-79. Judaea Capta type. Rome, AD 71. IMP CAES VESPASIAN 
AVG COS III, laureate head of Vespasian right. Rev: VICTOR AVGVSTI, S C across field, Victory 
standing left, attaching shield to trophy beneath which Judaea seated left. Hendin 1556b; Hendin 
GBC 4, 783 (this coin illus.); RIC 332; BMC 615. Very Rare. Dark reddish-brown patina. Choice 
Very Fine.   $2,000 

 
Ex David Hendin Collection.

201 Vespasian. Silver Denarius (3.34 g), AD 69-79. Judaea Capta type. Antioch, AD 72/3. IMP CAES 
VESP AVG P M COS IIII, laureate head of Vespasian right. Rev: Jewess seated right beneath palm-
tree, head resting on hand in attitude of mourning; behind, emperor standing right, resting foot on 
helmet, holding spear and parazonium. Hendin 1490; RIC 1558; RPC 1930; BN 319; BMC 510; RSC 
645. Rare. A few tiny deposits scattered about. An unusually sharply struck example from this eastern 
mint. As usual, on a slightly porous planchet. Superb Extremely Fine.   $3,000

202 Vespasian. Silver Denarius (3.43 g), AD 69-79. Judaea Capta type. Ephesus, AD 71. IMP CAESAR 
VESPAS AVG COS III TR P P P, laureate head of Vespasian right. Rev: PACI AVGVSTAE, Victory 
advancing right, holding wreath and palm; at her feet to right, E(PH)E. RIC 1431; RPC 833; BMC 
457; BN 352; RSC 276. Lustrous surfaces and perfectly centered. Superb Extremely Fine.  

  $2,000

2x

2x



203 Vespasian. Silver Denarius, AD 69-79. Judaea Capta type. Rome, AD 69/70. IMP CAESAR VESPA-
SIANVS AVG, laureate head of Vespasian right. Rev: IVDAEA in exergue, Jewess seated right, head 
resting on hand in attitude of mourning; behind, trophy. Hendin 1479; RIC 2; BN 23-5; BMC 36-7; 
RSC 226. Toned. Choice Very Fine.   $750 

 
Ex David Hendin Collection.

204 Vespasian. Silver Denarius, AD 69-79. Judaea Capta type. Rome, AD 79. IMP CAESAR VESPA-
SIANVS AVG, laureate head of Vespasian right. Rev: TR POT X COS VIIII, Victory standing left, 
attaching shield to trophy beneath which captive seated left. Hendin 1485; Hendin GBC 4, 741 (this 
coin illus.); RIC 1068; BN 214-5; BMC 246-7; RSC 552. Scarce. Toned. Very Fine.   $400 

 
Ex David Hendin Collection.

205 Vespasian. Silver Denarius (3.12 g), AD 69-79. Judaea Capta type. Rome, AD 79. IMP CAESAR 
VESPASIANVS AVG, laureate head of Vespasian left. Rev: TR POT [X?] COS VIIII, Victory stand-
ing left, attaching shield to trophy beneath which captive seated left. Hendin 1485a; RIC 1069; BN 
216; BMC 248; RSC 553. Lightly toned. Fine.   $200 

 
Possibly an engraver’s error lacking the Roman numeral X in the reverse legend, or perhaps the number was filled on the die. 
 
Ex David Hendin Collection.

206 Vespasian. Æ Sestertius (25.45 g), AD 69-79. Judaea Capta type. Rome, AD 71. IMP CAES VESPA-
SIAN AVG P M TR P P P COS II[I], laureate head of Vespasian right. Rev: IVDAEA CAPTA, S C 
in exergue, palm tree; to left, bound captive standing right before pile of arms; to right, Judaea seated 
right in attitude of mourning. Hendin 1500; Hendin GBC 4, 775 (this coin illus.); RIC 159; BN 489-
90; BMC 532-3. Some smoothing in the fields. Dark greenish-brown patina. Very Fine.   $4,000 

 
Ex David Hendin Collection.



207 Vespasian. Æ Sestertius (25.7 g), AD 69-79. Judaea Capta type. Rome, AD 71. IMP CAES VESPA-
SIAN AVG P M TR P P P COS III, laureate head of Vespasian right. Rev: IVDAEA CAPTA, S C in 
exergue, palm tree; to left, bound captive standing right before pile of arms; to right, Judaea seated 
right in attitude of mourning. Hendin 1500; Hendin GBC 4, 773 and GBC 2, 201 (this coin illus.); 
RIC 159; BN 489-90; BMC 532-3. Pleasing brown and tan patina. Choice Very Fine.   $2,500 

 
Ex David Hendin Collection.

208 Vespasian. Æ Sestertius (25.72 g), AD 69-79. Judaea Capta type. Rome, AD 71. IMP CAES VES-
PASIAN AVG P M TR P P P COS III, laureate head of Vespasian right. Rev: CAPTA IVDAEA, S C 
in exergue, palm tree; to left, bound captive standing right before pile of arms; to right, Judaea seated 
right in attitude of mourning. Hendin 1500c, plate coin illus; RIC 162; BN -; BMC -. uniform ol-
ive-brown patina. Very Fine.   $2,000 

 
Ex David Hendin Collection.

2x



Exceedingly Rare H-1517 Judaea Capta Sestertius

209 Vespasian. Æ Sestertius (27.01 g), AD 69-79. Judaea Capta type. Rome, AD 71. IMP CAES VESPAS 
AVG P M TR P P P COS III, laureate head of Vespasian right. Rev: IVDAEA CAPTA, S C in exergue, 
palm tree; to left, emperor standing right, resting foot on helmet; holding spear and parazonium; to 
right, bound captive standing left before pile of arms. Hendin 1517, this coin being illus RIC -; H.A. 
Cahn, Published in Numismatic Chronicle 1946 “Flavia Inedita,” 8, pl. I, 5; BN -; BMC -. Extremely 
Rare reportedly the second known specimen. Black patina. Flan crack near 6 o’clock. Very Fine.    
 $7,500 

 
Ex David Hendin Collection;
Ex Robert Schonwalter Collection (Triton V, 16 January 2002);
Ex M & M Sale 180 (1958), #53.

210 Vespasian. Æ As (11.37 g), AD 69-79. Judaea Capta type. Rome, AD 71. IMP CAES VESPASIAN 
AVG COS III, laureate head of Vespasian facing left. Rev: VICTORIA NAVALIS, S C across field, 
Victory standing right on prow, holding wreath and palm. Hendin -; RIC 338; BMC 792. Rare. Mot-
tled emerald-green patina. Nearly Extremely Fine.   $2,000

2x



211 Vespasian. Æ As (11.57 g), AD 69-79. Judaea Capta type. Rome, AD 71. IMP CAES VESPASIAN 
AVG COS III, laureate head of Vespasian right. Rev: [IVDEA] CAPTA, S C across field, Jewess seat-
ed left in attitude of mourning beneath palm tree; to right, helmet. Hendin 1554d, this being the plate 
coin; RIC 307; BN 584; BMC 609. Very Rare. Medium reddish-brown patina. Fine.   $500 

 
Ex David Hendin Collection.

212 Vespasian. Æ As (9.40 g), AD 69-79. Judaea Capta type. Rome, AD 71. IMP CAES VESPASIAN 
AVG COS III, laureate head of Vespasian right. Rev: IVDEA CAPTA, S C in exergue, Jewess seated 
right, head resting on hand in attitude of mourning, beneath palm tree; at foot of palm to left, various 
arms. Hendin 1561; Hendin GBC 2, 210 (this coin illus.); RIC 305; BMC 605. Very Rare. Brassy 
light reddish-brown patina. Nice Fine.   $400 

 
Ex David Hendin Collection;
Ex Sternberg (Zurich) purchase.

213 Vespasian. Æ As (11.55 g), AD 69-79. Judaea Capta type. Rome, AD 71. IMP CAES VESPASIAN 
AVG COS III, laureate head of Vespasian right. Rev: VICTORIA NAVALIS, S C in exergue, Victory 
standing right on prow, holding wreath and palm. Hendin -; RIC 335; BMC 617. Mottled brown pa-
tina. Very Fine.   $300 

 
Ex David Hendin Collection.



214 Vespasian. Æ Quadrans (1.67 g), AD 69-79. Judaea Capta type. Rome, AD 72/3. IMP VESPASIAN 
AVG, palm tree. Rev: P M TR P P P COS IIII, S C across field, vexillum. Hendin 1571, this being the 
plate coin; RIC 408; BMC 626. Green patina with earthen highlights. Choice Very Fine.   $400 

 
Ex David Hendin Collection.

215 Vespasian. Æ Quadrans (2.38 g), AD 69-79. Judaea Capta type. Rome, AD 71. IMP CAES VESPA-
SIAN AVG, trophy. Rev: PON M TR P P P COS III, S C across lower field, crossed spears flanked 
by two round shields. Hendin 1567 and Hendin GBC 4, 784a (this coin illus.); RIC 345; BN 599. 
Reddish-brown patina. Choice Very Fine.   $400 

 
Ex David Hendin Collection.

216 Vespasian. Æ Quadrans (2.43 g), AD 69-79. Judaea Capta type, Rome, AD 71. IMP CAES VESPA-
SIAN AVG, palm tree. Rev: PON M TR P P P COS III, S C across field, vexillum. Hendin 1571; 
Hendin GBC 4, 784 (this coin illus.); RIC 340; BN 601-2. Reddish-brown patina. Very Fine.   $350 

 
Ex David Hendin Collection.

2x
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Magnificnt Gold Aureus of Titus, as Caesar, AD 69-79

217 Titus. Gold Aureus (7.36 g), as Caesar, AD 69-79. Rome, under Vespasian, AD 75. T CAESAR IMP 
VESPASIAN, laureate head of Titus right. Rev: COS IIII, bull butting right. RIC 780; BN 146; BMC 
171; Calicó 731. Amazing bold strike, magnificent bold portrait. Lustrous and perfectly struck on a 
full broad flan. Superb Extremely Fine.   $25,000 

 
Ex Peus 366 (25 October 2000), 1332;
Ex Sternberg XIX (18 November 1987), 590.

4x



218 Titus. Æ Sestertius (24.73 g), AD 79-81. Judaea Capta type. Thracian mint, AD 80/1. IMP T CAES 
DIVI VESP F AVG P M TR P P P COS VIII, laureate head of Titus right. Rev: IVDAEA CAPTA, 
S C in exergue, palm tree; to left, emperor standing right, resting foot on helmet, holding spear and 
parazonium; to right, Judaea seated right in attitude of mourning. Hendin 1597 (this coin illus.); RIC 
502; RPC -. Very Rare. Fields smoothed. Glossy slate-brown patina. Very Fine.   $3,500 

 
Ex David Hendin Collection;
Ex Hirsch 236 (23 September 2004), 2222.

219 Titus. Æ 25 (12.27 g), as Caesar, AD 69-79. Judaea Capta type. Konon of Bithynia. M. Salvidenus 
Asprenas, proconsul. Laureate head of Titus right; c/m: MHTB within rectangular incuse. Rev: Palm 
tree with various arms around. Hendin 1576a this being the plate coin and Hendin GBC 4, 794a (this 
coin illus.); RPC 612; RG 13; Stumpf 381; SNG von Aulock 274; Howgego 612. Very Rare. Light 
reddish-brown patina. Very Fine.   $2,500 

 
Ex David Hendin Collection.

2x2x
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220 Titus. Silver Denarius (3.22 g), AD 79-81. Judaea Capta type. Rome, AD 80. IMP TITVS CAES 
VESPASIAN AVG P M, laureate head of Titus right. Rev: TR P IX IMP XV COS VIII P P, trophy 
flanked by Judaea, on left, seated left in attitude of mourning, and bound Jew on right. Hendin 1584; 
Hendin GBC 4, 788 and GBC 2, 215 (this coin illus.); RIC 102; BMC 37; RSC 306. Pleasing old 
cabinet toning. Very Fine.   $300 

 
Ex David Hendin Collection.

221 Titus. Silver Denarius (3.27 g), AD 79-81. Judaea Capta type. Rome, AD 79. IMP TITVS CAES 
VESPASIAN AVG P M, laureate head of Titus right. Rev: TR P VIIII IMP XV COS VII P P, trophy 
beneath which bound captive Jew kneeling right. Hendin 1583b; RIC 49; BN 28-9; BMC 31; RSC 
295. Some light scratches in the reverse field. Nice old cabinet tone. Very Fine.   $300 

 
Ex David Hendin Collection.

222 Titus. Æ As, as Caesar, AD 69-79. Judaea Capta type. Rome, under Vespasian, AD 72. T CAE-
SAR VESPASIAN IMP III PON TR POT II COS II, laureate head of Titus right. Rev: VICTORIA 
AVGVST, S C in exergue, Victory standing right, crowning standard with wreath. Hendin -; RIC 485; 
BMC 651. Beautiful hard emerald-green patina. Well struck in high relief and perfectly centered on a 
perfectly round flan. A marvelous example. Nearly Extremely Fine.   $1,500 

 
Ex David Hendin Collection.

2x



223 Titus. Æ As (9.89 g), as Caesar, AD 69-79. Judaea Capta type. Rome, under Vespasian, AD 72. T 
CAES VESPASIAN IMP P TR P COS II, laureate head of Titus right. Rev: VICTORIA NAVALIS, S 
C across field, Victory standing right on prow, holding wreath and palm. Hendin -; RIC 454; BN 637; 
BMC 645A. Reddish-brown patina. Choice Very Fine.   $600 

 
Ex David Hendin Collection.

224 Titus. Æ Semis (4.50 g), AD 79-81. Judaea Capta type. Thracian mint(?), AD 80/1. IMP T CAESAR 
DIVI VESPAS F AVG, laureate head of Titus right. Rev: IVD CAP/S C across field in two lines, Ju-
daea, in attitude of mourning, seated left beneath palm tree; to right, arms. Hendin 1598; RIC 504; 
RPC -. Very Rare. Reddish-brown tone. Very Fine.   $2,500 

 
Ex NAC 40 (16 May 2007), 334;
Ex Abraham Bromberg Collection, pt. I (Superior, 5 December 1991), 313.
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Germania Capta Aureus

225 Domitian. Gold Aureus (6.97 g), AD 81-96. Rome, AD 92-94. DOMITIANVS AVGVSTVS, laureate 
head of Domitian right. Rev: GERMANICVS COS XVI, Germania seated right atop shield, resting 
head on hand in attitude of mourning; below, broken spear. RIC 747; BN 187; BMC 211; Calicó 854. 
Nice centering allowing for all of the design and a majority of the beaded border to be visible. NGC 
grade AU; Strike: 5/5, Surface: 3/5.   $15,000

3x



Historic FISCI IVDAICI NERVA SESTERTIUS  

226 Nerva. Æ Sestertius (25.40 g), AD 96-98. Rome, AD 97. IMP NERVA CAES AVG P M T[R P COS 
III] P P, laureate head of Nerva right. Rev: FISCI IVDAICI [CALVMNIA SVBL]ATA, S C across 
field, palm tree with two large bunches of dates. Hendin 1603; RIC 82; BN 97; BMC 105. Uniform 
reddish brown patina. Flan crack but with all important details clear. Very Fine.   $4,000 

 
According to the Roman historian Suetonius: “More than any other, the Fiscus Iudaicus was administered very severe-
ly; and to it were brought, or reported, those who either had lived the life of a Jew unprofessed, or concealing their ori-
gin, had not paid the tax imposed upon by the people. I remember that it was of interest to me during my youth when a 
ninety-year-old man was brought before the procurator and a very crowded court to see wheather he was circumcised.” 
 
Marius Heemstra, in a recent article, challenges the earlier interpretation of the reverse inscription. “The embarrass-
ment (CALVMNIA) of the Jewish Tax (FISCI IVDAICI) is removed,” ie., that the Jewish tax, which had been intro-
duced by Vespasian after the destruction of the Temple in Jerusalem, was repealed by Nerva, in whole or in part. Heem-
stra also disagrees with the theory that the CALVMNIA, was “the circumcision test” described by Suetonius (Dom. 
12.1-2). Rather, Heemstra maintains that the tax was not repealed, but, rather, that the legend should be translated: 
“The removal of the wrongful accusation (CALVMNIA) of the Fiscus Judaicus (the imperial tax collection agency).” 
 
What was the CALVMNIA? Meestra explains that before the “removal” of the “wrongful accusation,” by Nerva, it is highly 
plausible that the charge of ‘leading a Jewish life without publicly acknowledging that fact’ could have been levied against 
high-ranking Romans who could then have been victims of the Fiscus Judaicus, which would confiscate their wealth. Con-
viction could occur either on political grounds, instigated by the emperor himself (Domitian), or because any affiliation with 
Judaism, however, small could lead to an accusation of “atheism,” which to Romans meant not recognizing their pagan gods. 
 
Meestra points out that an important impact of the new law was that it necessitated a clarification in the defini-
tion of who was the taxpayer, and, thus who was considered to be a Jew. Instead of “each one of the Jew”s (Jose-
phus), or, “those belonging to the Jewish gens” (Suetonius), the definition changed to “those Jews who continued to 
observe their ancestral customs” (Dio). In practice, these were the Jews that had been paying the tax in the first place.  
 
By removing the CALVMNIA “the wrongful accusation,” Nerva succeeded in transforming the definition of 
‘Jew’ from an ethnic one into a religious one, which both the Romans and Jews adopted. Regardless, this coin 
represents Nerva’s order not to abolish the tax itself but of the insulting method of collecting the Jewish tax. 
 
See discussion in: Marius Heemstra, “The interprretation and Wider Context of Nerva’s Fiscus Judaicus Sestertius, Judaea 
and Rome in Coins 65 BCE - 135 CE, London: Spink and Sons, 2010, 187-201.

Ex Mel Wacks Collection; Purchased from Tom Donner of New York, Aug. 1966.
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Incredible Mint State Nerva Silver Tetradrachm

227 Nerva. Silver Tetradrachm (15.41 g), AD 96-98. Antioch in Syria, New Holy Year 2 (AD 97/8). AYT 
NEPOYAΣ KAIΣ ΣEB ΓERM, laureate bust of Nerva right, aegis at point of bust. Rev: ETOYΣ 
NEOY IEPOY B, eagle standing facing, head right, wings displayed, on thunderbolt. McAlee 420; 
Prieur 150; RPC 3477. Incredible portrait. Probably the finest known example. Mint State.   

  $3,000 
 

The Roman emperor Nerva came from a distinguished family that was connected to the Julio-Claudian dynasty through 
marriage. He served under Nero and was instrumental in uncovering the Pisonian conspiracy in AD 65, and subsequently 
served under each of the three Flavian emperors in turn. Upon Domitian’s assassination in AD 96, the Senate proclaimed 
Nerva emperor solely on their own initiative, the first such instance of the Senate exercising this prerogative during imperial 
times. Upon his accession Nerva attempted to appease the Senate by ending Domitian’s proscriptions and promising a gen-
eral amnesty to the conspirators, stating he would not have any senators put to death. Additionally, he paid a large donative 
amounting to 5000 denarii a head to the Praetorian Guard. However, the Praetorians were dissatisfied, and in October AD 
97 they laid siege to the Imperial Palace and took Nerva hostage. They demanded that the emperor hand over those respon-
sible for Domitian’s death, who were swiftly executed, and then forced Nerva to give a speech publicly thanking them. This 
event damaged the emperor’s authority beyond repair, and shortly thereafter Nerva adopted as heir the popular general of 
the German frontier, Marcus Ulpius Traianus. With this accomplished, Nerva all but abdicated the throne, dying only three 
months later (January AD 98).

228 Trajan. Æ Sestertius (25.57 g), AD 98-117. Rome. IMP CAES NERVAE TRAIANO AVG GER DAC 
PM TR P COS V P P, laureate bust of Trajan right, slight drapery on far shoulder. Rev: S P Q R OP-
TIMO PRINCIPI, S C in exergue, emperor in military attire on horseback charging right, brandishing 
spear at Dacian on his knees below. RIC 534; Woytek 203b; BN 405; BMC 839. Large flan. Brown-
ish-green patina, slightly smoothed on reverse. A very handsome example. About Extremely Fine.    
 $1,000 

 
Ex New York Sale XXIII (6 January 2010), 159.
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229 Trajan. Æ Dupondius (13.38 g), AD 98-117. Rome, AD 116/7. IMP CAES NER TR[AIANO OPTIMO 
AV]G GER DAC P M TR P COS [VI P P], radiate and draped bust of Trajan right. Rev: SE[NATV]
S POPVLVSQVE ROMANVS, S C in exergue. Emperor in military dress, facing, head left, striding 
right between two trophies, raising hand in address and holding spear. RIC 676; Woytek 586v; BMC 
1053. Handsome uniform green patina. Choice Very Fine.   $750

Superb Quality Hadrian Gold Aureus

230 Hadrian. Gold Aureus (7.13 g), AD 117-138. Mint of Rome, struck AD 118. IMP CAESAR TRAIA-N 
HADRIANVS AVG, laureate, draped and cuirassed bust of Hadrian right. Rev: P M TR P COS II 
around, CONCORD in exergue, Concordia seated left, holding patera and resting arm on statue of 
Spes set on low column; below throne, cornucopiae. RIC 39a; BMC 60; Calicó 1205. Lovely style. 
and lustrous surfaces. Superb Extremely Fine.   $8,000

2x
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Impressive Large Bust Gold Aureus of Hadrian

231 Hadrian. Gold Aureus (7.40 g) AD 117-138. Mint of Rome struck AD 124-8. HADRIANVS AVGVST-
VS, laureate bust facing right, with slight drapery on left shoulder. Reverse:. COS III, Hadrian on 
horse prancing left, raising his right head and holding a spear (RIC 188 var.; Calicó 1229 (this reverse 
die); Biaggi 596 var.; BMC p. 294, note 439). Fine Style, with a very rare reverse type, an impressive 
coin. Attractively toned over lustre. NGC graded AU*, Strike 5/5 Surface 4/5, Fine Style.    
 $15,000

Famous Hadrian ADVENTIVI Reverse Sestertius

232 Hadrian. Æ Sestertius (24.19 g), AD 117-138. Rome, ca. AD 134-138. HADRIANVS AVG COS III P 
P, bare-headed and draped bust of Hadrian right. Rev: ADVENTVI AVG IVDAEAE, S C in exergue, 
Hadrian, togate, standing right, holding roll and facing Judaea standing left, sacrificing out of patera 
over altar; at either side of Judaea, child standing left, holding palm branch; behind altar, bull recum-
bant left. Hendin 1604; RIC 890c; BMC 1655. Rare. Excellent detail and quite pleasing. Brassy and 
tan patina. Very Fine.   $3,000 

 
Hadrian traveled extensively throughout the Roman provinces during his reign, and struck a number of reverse types to 
commemorate each province he visited. These highly collectible coins are generally referred to by numismatists as Hadrian’s 
“Travel Series.’ One of the most difficult to obtain of the entire series - and probably the rarest of these commemorative 
coins - honors the province of Judaea, which Hadrian visited in the summer of AD 130. The reverse depicts the emperor 
facing Judaea, who is in the act of sacrificing at an altar flanked by a bull. It is particularly poignant as it alludes the loyalty 
of the province to the central government in Rome. It is not known whether this type dates immediately to Hadrian’s visit in 
AD 130 or perhaps later, either during or after the outbreak of the Bar Kokhba Revolt (AD 132-135), but here we follow the 
dating of AD 134-138 proposed by Mattingly and Sutherland in RIC II.

Ex Mel Wacks Collection; Purchased from Christian Blom of New York, 1960s.
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Outstanding Quality Hadian and Sabina Tetradrachm

233 Hadrian, with Sabina. BI Tetradrachm (13.32 g), AD 117-138. Struck in Alexandria, Egypt, RY 13 
(AD 128/9). Laureate, draped, and cuirassed bust of Hadrian right. Rev: Diademed and draped bust of 
Sabina right; behind, date (L IG). Köln 997; Dattari (Savio) 1249; Kampmann & Ganschow 32.469. 
Wonderful high relief style and superb details. Extremely Fine.   $4,000

Hadrian’s Paramour, Antinoüs

234 Antinous, favorite of Hadrian, AE Hemidrachm (28 mm) (14.76 g). Alexandria in Egypt, RY 19 of 
Hadrian (AD 130). ANTINOOV [HPwOC], draped bust of Antinoüs right, wearing hem–hem crown. 
Rev: Antinoüs, cloaked and holding caduceus, on horseback right; across lower field, date (L/I-Q). Cf. 
Köln 1277; Dattari (Savio) 8007-9; Kampmann & Ganschow 34a.2; Blum 9; Emmett 1347 (R3). Very 
Rare. Reddish Brown patina. NGC grade VF*; Strike: 4/5, Surface: 4/5.   $4,000 

 
Ex Gorny & Mosch, Sale 237, #1694.

2x 2x
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235 Diva Faustina I. Gold Aureus (7.15 g), died AD 140/1. Rome, under Antoninus Pius, after ca. AD 
146. DIVA FAVSTINA, diademed and draped bust of Faustina I right. Rev: AETER-NITAS, Fortuna 
standing facing, head left, holding patera and rudder on globe. RIC 349a; BMC 371; Calicó 1743b. 
Boldly struck in high relief. Lustrous surfaces. Nearly Mint State.   $5,000

Lustrous Marcus Aurelius Gold Aureus

236 Marcus Aurelius. Gold Aureus (7.27 g), AD 161-180. Rome, AD 168. M ANTONINVS AVG ARM 
PARTH MAX, laureate head of Marcus Aurelius right. Rev: TR P XXIII IMP V COS III, Aequitas 
seated left, holding scales and cornucopiae. RIC 189; Szaivert 165-14/30; BMC 465; Calicó 2005. 
Boldly struck in high relief and lustrous. Nearly Mint State.   $15,000

2x

3x



237 Marcus Aurelius. Æ 34 (23.34 g), AD 161-180. Pergamum in Mysia. Ti. Claudius Aristeon, magis-
trate. [A]V KAI M AVRHLI ANTWNEINO? Laureate, draped and cuirassed bust of Marcus Aurelius 
right. Rev: EPI CTRA T KLAV ARICTEOV PERGAMHNWN B NEOKoRWN, Zeus seated left, 
holding Nike and scepter. RPC temp. 3228.2 (this coin); Weisser 950; BMC 288. Uniform glossy 
chocolate brown patina. Extremely Fine / Choice Very Fine.   $3,000 

 
Ex Nomos 6 (8 May 2012), 148;
Ex Gorny & Mosch 133 (11 October 2004), 320.

238 Pertinax. Silver Denarius (2.96 g), AD 193. Rome. IMP CAES P HELV PERTIN AVG, laureate head 
of Pertinax right. Rev: AEQVIT AVG TR P COS II, Aequitas standing facing, head left, holding scales 
and cornucopiae. RIC 1; BMC 15; RSC 2. Wonderful expressive portrait. Lightly toned. Extremely 
Fine.   $2,000
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239 Didius Julianus, AE Sestertius (17.76 g) AD 193. Rome. IMP CAES M DID SEVER IVLIAN AVG, 
laureate head of Didius Julianus right. Rev: [P M T]R P COS, S C across field, Fortuna standing facing 
head left, holding rudder set on globe and cornucopiae. RIC 15. Pleasing dark reddish-brown patina. 
NGC grade Ch XF; Strike: 4/5, Surface: 4/5. Light smoothing.   $2,500

Fabulous Mint State Gold Aureus of a young Caracalla

240 Caracalla. Gold Aureus (7.27 g). Mint of Rome, struck AD 198. IMP CAES M AVR ANT AVG P TR 
P, laureate, draped and cuirassed bust facing right, wearing aegis. Rev: SPES PVBLICA, Spes ad-
vancing left, holding a flower and raising drapery RIC 26b; Calicó 2820; Biaggi 1202; C 598. With a 
very attractive bust type of fine style, well-struck and lustrous. A superb example. NGC graded MS, 
Strike 5/5 Surface 4/5 Fine Style.   $25,000

2x 2x
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Cult Stone of Emesa

241 Elagabalus. Silver Denarius (3.23 g), AD 218-222. Antioch, AD 218/9. ANTONINVS PIVS FEL 
AVG, laureate, draped and cuirassed bust of Elagabalus right. Rev: SANCT DEO S-OL-I around, 
ELAGABAL in exergue, the Holy Stone (baetyl) of Emesa flanked by four parasols, on triumphal car 
drawn by four horses right. RIC 195; BMC 284; RSC 268. Rare. Lightly toned. NGC grade Ch XF; 
Strike: 4/5, Surface: 4/5.   $2,500 

 
Born in AD 205, Varius Avitus Bassianus, grandson of Julia Maesa and neice of the empress Julia Domna, was appointed 
High Priest of Baal of Emesa in his boyhood. In 218 he was proclaimed emperor by the Legions stationed in Syria. This 
uprising ended with the assassination of Macrinus and Diadumenian. Elagabalus left for Rome taking with him the cult statue 
of Baal, the Holy Stone of Emesa. In Rome, he made Sol Heliogabalus the first god of the Roman pantheon. The cult statue 
had its home in the Eliogabalium on the Palatine. The reign of Elagabalus was characterized by his religious fanaticism and 
other eccentricities which eventually led to his assassination by the Pretorians in AD 222.

242 Orbiana. Silver Denarius (2.63 g), Augusta, AD 225-227. Rome, under Severus Alexander, AD 225. 
SALL BARBIA ORBIANA AVG, diademed and draped bust of Orbiana right. Rev: CONCORDI-A 
AVGG, Concordia seated left, holding patera and double cornucopiae. RIC 319; BMC 287-90; RSC 
1. Lightly toned. Superb Extremely Fine.   $700 

 
Ex NAC 40 (16 May 2007), 793.
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The Three Graces

243 Maximinus I ‘Thrax’. Æ 35 (21.06 g), AD 235-238. Tarsus in Cilicia. Laureate, draped and cuirassed 
bust of Maximinus I right. Rev: The Three Graces standing, the central figure seen from behind, em-
bracing each other, those on ends holding flowers. SNG BN 1605 (same dies); cf. SNG Levante 1096; 
Staal 36.1.1. Brown patina. NGC grade Ch F; Strike: 5/5, Surface: 3/5.   $1,000 

 
Ex Dr. Mark Staal Collection of the Three Graces.

Extremely Rare Silver Antoninianus of Cornelia Supera, AD 253

244 Cornelia Supera. Silver Antoninianus (3.71 g), Augusta, AD 253. Rome, under Aemilian. C CORNEL 
S-VPERA AVG, diademed and draped bust of Cornelia Supera right, set on a crescent. Rev: VESTA, 
Vesta standing facing, head left, holding patera and scepter. RIC 30; RSC 5. Extremely Rare. Uni-
form antique cabinet toning. Choice Very Fine.   $15,000 

 
Other than the fact that she was the wife of the short-reigned emperor Aemilian and that she was of the Cornelia gens, nothing 
is known about the empress Cornelia Supera. 
 
Ex Künker 243 (21 November 2013), 5103.
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245 Gallienus, Gold Aureus (4.32 g.) AD 253-268. Mint of Rome, AD 262. GALLIENVS P F AVG, radi-
ate head of Gallienus right. Rev: FIDE/I EQI/TVM in three lines within laurel wreath. RIC -; Calicó 
3501a. Extremely Rare. NGC grade Ch XF; Strike: 5/5, Surface: 3/5. Scratches.   $8,000

246 Gallienus, Gold Aureus (5.35 g) 253-268 AD. Mint of Mediolanum, struck AD 262. GALLIENVS P 
F AVG, laureate head of Gallienus left. Rev: FIDES/MILI/TVM in three lines within laurel wreath. 
RIC 33 (Rome); Göbl 1070c; Calicó 3488. Very Rare. NGC grade F; Strike: 4/5, Surface: 2/5. 
Damage.   $5,000 

 
A very rare type, minted at Mediolanum (Milan), which boasts the loyalty of the Roman cavalry.
 
Ex NAC O (11 May 2004), 2092.

Unique Denarius of Victorinus

247 Victorinus. Æ Denarius (2.71 g), Romano-Gallic Emperor, AD 269-271. Colonia Agrippinensis. IMP 
CAES VICTORINVS P F AVG, laureate and cuirassed bust of Victorinus left. Rev: COM-E-S AVG, 
Victory standing facing, head left, holding wreath and palm. Cf. RIC 94 (aureus); cf. Elmer 688 
(same); cf. Schulte 6/3 (same); Sondermann p. 135, 1.5 (this coin). Unique. Pleasing uniform choco-
late brown patina. Extremely Fine.   $6,000 

 
Ex Peus 420 (1 November 2017), #492.
Ex Knobloch Collection
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Highly Desireable Gold Aureus of Maximianus First Reign

248 Maximianus. Gold Aureus (5.35 g), first reign, AD 286-305. Treveri, AD 303. MAXIMIA-NVS P F 
AVG, laureate head of Maximianus right. Rev: HERCVLI CONSER AVG ET CAESS NN, Hercules 
standing facing, head left, quiver at shoulder, holding grounded club and bow; TR. RIC 234; Depeyrot 
108/4; Biaggi 1783; Calicó 4651 (same dies). Nicely centered and struck in high relief on a round flan. 
A handsome coin with a noble pedigree. NGC grade XF*; Strike: 5/5, Surface: 4/5.   $15,000 

 
Maximianus has been described as the “military brawn” paired with the “political brain” of Diocletian as the two worked 
together to refashion the Roman Empire into something manageable as endless crises of external invasion, civil war, and 
economic disaster threatened to overwhelm it. The co-emperors themselves perhaps would have agreed with this description 
of their relationship since Diocletian associated himself with Jupiter, the wise father of men and gods, while Maximianus was 
linked to Hercules, son of Jupiter and the epitome of heroism. They even went as far as to assume additional names related 
to these deities, and Maximianus took the title of Herculius. Thus it is no surprise that his coins, such as this beautiful aureus, 
frequently feature types related to Hercules. 
 
Ex Frederick S. Knobloch Collection, pt. II (Stack’s, 3 May 1980), 1211;
Ex MMAG XIX (5 June 1959), 260.
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Extremely Rare Mint State Aureus of Galerius

249 Galerius. Gold Aureus (5.36 g) AD 305-311. Mint of Cyzicus (?), struck as Caesar, AD 293. MAXI-
MIANVS NOB CAES, laureate head facing right. Rev: CONCORDI-AE AVGG NN, Diocletian and 
Maximian seated left, each holding a globe and a parazonium, Victory flying above and crowning 
them (RIC -; Depeyrot 13/5 (these dies); Calicó -; BMC -). Extremely Rare. Well-struck in high relief 
and lustrous. NGC graded MS, Strike 5/5 Surface 4/5.   $18,000 

 
Ex. Classical Numismatic Group, Auction 99, 13 May 2015, lot 716.

250 Licinius I. BI Argenteus (2.82 g), AD 308-324. Treveri, AD 309-313. IMP LICI-NIVS AVG, laureate, 
draped and cuirassed bust of Licinius I left, holding thunderbolt and scepter over shoulder. Rev: IOVI 
CO-NSERVA-TORI AVG, Jupiter, holding thunderbolt and scepter, seated left on eagle standing right, 
head upturned left and wings spread; PTR. RIC 825; RSC 99. Very Rare. Virtually as struck and ab-
solutely superb. Pleasing antique toning. Nearly Mint State.   $2,200

From MPM Collection
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251 Constantine I. Gold Solidus (4.39 g), AD 307/10-337. Antioch, AD 335. CONSTANTI-NVS MAX 
AVG, diademed, draped and cuirassed bust of Constantine I right. Rev: VICTORIA CO-NSTANTINI 
AVG, Victory advancing left, holding trophy and palm branch; SMAN. RIC 96; Depeyrot 45/1. NGC 
grade MS; Strike: 5/5, Surface: 2/5. Brushed.   $15,000 

 
Ex MPM collection and privately bought in 1961.
Ex Ponton d’Amecourt (1887) and Laughlin (1933) Collections

252 Crispus. Gold Solidus (4.37 g), Caesar, AD 317-326. Sirmium, AD 325/6. Diademed head of Crispus 
right, gazing upward. Rev: CRISPVS CAESAR, Victory advancing left, holding wreath and palm 
branch; SIRM. RIC 63; Depeyrot 10/2. Extremely Rare. Portrait of fine artistic style. We note light 
scratches in reverse field and rim marks. Nearly Extremely Fine.   $12,500 

 
Ex Randolph Laughlin Collection (Hess, December 1933), 1034
Ex Ponton d’Amécourt Collection (Rollin & Feuardant, 14 April 1887), 703.
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Magnificent Magnus Maximus Gold Solidus

253 Magnus Maximus. Gold Solidus (4.48 g), AD 383-388. Treveri. D N MAG MA-XIMVS P F AVG, 
diademed, draped and cuirassed bust of Magnus Maximus right. Rev: RESTITVTOR REIPVBLI-
CAE, emperor standing facing, head right, holding labarum inscribed with a Christogram, and holding 
Victory on globe; *//SMTR. RIC 76; Depeyrot 50/1 corr. Delicately toned and perfectly centered. 
Lustrous. Mint State.   $18,000 

 
As the son of the notable commander Flavius Julius Eucherius, Magnus Maximus was virtually born into the military profes-
sion. He served under Count Theodosius with distinction in Africa (373) and on the Danube frontier (376) but began to devel-
op a reputation for greed and recklessness. In 380, Maximus, who held the post of magister militum per Gallias (“Master of 
the Army in the Gauls”) was dispatched to Britannia to bring order to the troubled island. He defeated an invasion of south-
ern Britannia mounted by the Picts and Caledonians in 381, after which his success seems to have begun to go to his head. 
 
At the same time that Maximus was quelling the northern enemies of Britannia, the popularity of Gratian, the Western Ro-
man Emperor, was at low ebb. Policies designed to settle Christianized Alans (a migrating Iranian people) were perceived as 
evidence of imperial favoritism at the expense of indigenous citizens of the Roman Empire. Taking advantage of the growing 
discontent, Maximus proclaimed himself a rival emperor with the support of his troops in 383. He immediately crossed the En-
glish Channel to face Gratian in battle. The Western emperor was defeated near Paris and fled to Lyons, but Maximus had him 
hunted down and killed. He then mounted an invasion of Italy with the intention of overthrowing Gratian’s co-emperor, the 
12-year-old Valentinian II. He was only prevented from making good on his plans by the timely intervention of a large army 
sent by Theodosius I, the Eastern emperor, and the entreaties of Ambrose, the famous Bishop of Milan. Subsequent negotia-
tions, which dragged on into 384, ultimately recognized Maximus as Western emperor with Valentinian II as his co-emperor. 
 
Maximus established a new imperial capital at Trier, from which he ruled over Gaul, Britannia, Hispania, and Africa while Valentin-
ian II retained only Italy. He seems to have had greater popularity than his predecessor and was even made the subject of a panegy-
ric by the pagan senator Q. Aurelius Symmachus despite Maximus’ strong orthodox Christian beliefs. The latter were loudly ex-
pressed in his execution of Priscillian, the wealthy but heretical Bishop of Ávila, and his followers in 385. Two years later, Maximus 
made a second invasion of Italy, this time forcing Valentinian II to abandon his capital at Milan and flee to Theodosius I in the East.  
 
Unfortunately, Maximus did not have long to enjoy his victory. In the summer of 388, Theodosius I and Valentinian II began to 
march against him with a large army. Maximus faced them at the Sava River in Pannonia but suffered defeat and fled to Aquileia. 
He subsequently surrendered and threw himself on the mercy of Theodosius I, but the Eastern emperor was not in a forgiving mood 
and ordered his execution. The Roman Senate, whose members had praised Maximus not so long before, now decreed a damnatio 
memoriae against him, throwing down his images and striking his name from inscriptions. His mother and daughters were left 
unharmed, but his son, Flavius Victor, was strangled in Trier because his father had appointed him as co-emperor, probably in 387. 
 
This attractive gold solidus was struck for Magnus Maximus at Trier not long after he claimed imperial authority for him-
self. The reverse legend describes him as RESTITVTOR REI PVBLICAE (“Restorer of the State”), probably referring to 
Maximus’ removal of the unpopular Gratian, whose supposed favoritism served to destabilize the Western Roman Empire. 
He is shown on the reverse as a cuirassed warrior emperor holding Victory in his right hand and the labarum in his left. The 
latter was a sacred military banner constructed by Constantine the Great and which he had emblazoned with the Chi-Rho 
monogram of Christ in response to his famous vision in which he was advised in hoc signo vincit (“in this sign conquer”). 
It subsequently became a talisman of imperial victory that continued in use in battle or in ceremonial form down to the end 
of the Byzantine Empire.
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BYZANTINE EMPIRE

254 Anastatius I, Gold Solidus (4.47g), 491 - 518. Mint of Constantinople. Officina D, helmeted and 
cuirassed bust three-quarters facing, holding spear and shield, D N ANASTA-SIVS P P AVG. Rev: 
Victory standing left, holding staff with reversed staurogram on staff, star in left field, VICTORI-A 
AVCCC D, in exergue CONOB Sear 5; MIB 7. Superb Extremely Fine.   $900

255 Justinian I, Gold Solidus (4.44g), 527-565. Mint of Constantinople. Officina B, helmeted and cui-
rassed bust, three-quarters facing, holding spear and shield, D N IVSTINI-ANVS P P AVI. Rev: Angel 
standing facing, holding long cross and globus cruciger, star in right field, VICTORI-A AVGGG B, in 
exergue CONOB Sear 137; MIB 5. Lustrous. Superb Extremely Fine.   $1,000

256 Heraclius. Gold ‘Solidus’ (1.87 g), 610-641. Contemporary imitation. Copying Constantinople. De-
graded legend, crowned and draped busts of Heraclius, on left, and Heraclius Constantine, on right, 
facing. Rev: Degraded legend, cross potent set on three steps. Wavy flan and evidence of old mount at 
12 o’clock. Very Fine.   $500 

 
Ex Adams Collection (CNG 100, 7 October 2015), 295; CNG 41 (19 March 1997), 2380.

257 Heraclius. Gold ‘Solidus’ (1.94 g), 610-641. Contemporary imitation. Copying Constantinople. De-
graded legend, crowned and draped busts of Heraclius, on left, and Heraclius Constantine, on right, 
facing. Rev: Degraded legend, cross potent set on three steps. Possibly mounted in antiquity. Very 
Fine.   $500 

 
Ex Adams Collection (CNG 100, 7 October 2015), 297.



First Numismatic Portrait of Jesus

258 Justinian II. Gold Solidus (4.39 g), first reign, 685-695. Constantinople, AD 692-695. IhS CRISTQS 
REX REGNANTIQM, bust of Christ facing, raising hand in benediction and holding Gospels; cross 
behind head. Rev: D IQSTINI-AN-QS SERQ CRISTI Q, Justinian standing facing, holding cross po-
tent on three steps; CONO-P. DOC 7g; MIB 8a; SB 1248. NGC grade Ch AU; Strike: 4/5, Surface: 
3/5.   $5,000

259 Alexius I Comnenus. Silver Aspron Trachy (3.78 g), 1081-1118. Thessalonica, pre-reform coinage, 
1081-1092. Bust of Christ, nimbate, facing, raising hand in benediction and holding Gospels; across 
field, barred IC XC. Rev: St. Demetrius and Alexius standing facing, holding patriarchal cross be-
tween them. DOC 5a; SB 1905. Rare. Toned. Very Fine.   $400

260 Ostrogothic Kingdom, Theodoric, Gold Solidus (4.42 g.), 493-526. Issued in the name of Anastasius 
I. Mint of Rome. D N ANASTA-SIVS P F AVG, pearl-diademed, helmeted and cuirassed bust facing,
slightly inclined to right, with a spear and a shield. Rev: VICTOR-I-A AVGGG Q, Victory standing
left, holding a long cross, RM monogram on left, a star on right, COMOB in exergue (Metlich 6; MIB
7; BMC 63). Struck from fresh dies of fine style, lustrous and exceptional. Superb Extremely Fine.
$10,000
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